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@ [ Antenna Shoot-Out 


he Egyptian Radio Club 2-Meter, 

Antenna Shoot-Out will be held 04 
May 2008 (11 May if it rains) at Pleas- 
ant. Ridge Park in Fairview Heights, 
IL. It’s a homebrew antenna contest. 
You get points for how well it works 
transmitting and how goofy it looks. $5 
entry fee and the winner gets half the 
entry fees. Potluck lunch, so bring the 
whole family. Contact Frank Shears, 
K7RMJ, cuban9@charter.net; www. 
w9aiu.org — W9AIU 


© GPSL Super Launch 


he Great Plains Super Launch is the 
premier conference for near space 
explorers and enthusiasts dedicated to 
the education and study of aerospace 
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Fetismere, FL 32948 _ 


science. It will be held 31 Jul-03 Aug 


2008 at William Jewell College, 500 


College Hill, Liberty, MO. The GPSL 
is an annual event for Amateur Radio 
and high-altitude balloon hobbyists to 
gather to share information and launch 
multiple balloons for recovery. In the 
effort to launch and track Simulated 
Satellites to the 100,000-foot altitude 
of Near Space, these groups must apply 


their knowledge of balloons, weather | 


prediction, Amateur Radio telemetry 
and engineering. GPSL co-hosts are 
Near Space Ventures and CAPnSPACE; 
nearspaceventures.com. For additional 
information, visit the website at: www. 
superlaunch.org 

— Near Space Ventures, Inc. 


Pacific Northwest 
VHF Conference 


he 15th Annual Pacific Northwest 

VHF Conference will be held at 
the Best Western Lake Front Hotel 
and Conference Center in Moses Lake, 
Washington, 03-05 Oct 2008. The 
Pacific Northwest VHF Society is the 
hosting organization; however, you 
do not have to be a society member 
to attend. Registration will begin 01 
Jul 2008. Join other Pacific Northwest 
weak signal VHF, UHF and Microwave 
operators for a fun and interesting 
weekend of presentations, activities 
and social events. There will be a full 
day of technical programs and related 


activities on Saturday, with no-host 


social events on Friday and Saturday 
evenings, and Sunday morning. Kick- 
ing things off, there will be a pre-con- 
ference, no-host pizza party on Friday 
evening at a Moses Lake location to be 
announced. This is a great chance to 
meet old friends and make some new 
ones too! Saturday opens with a no-host 
breakfast in the hotel restaurant, fol- 
lowed by a formal program of top-notch 
speakers and interesting round-table 
discussions throughout the morning 
and afternoon. A free buffet lunch is 
included in the day’s activities. Follow- 
ing a brief society annual meeting late 


To subseribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Saturday afternoon, the day’s schedule 
concludes with an informal swap meet 
in the parking lot and a.no-host prime 
rib dinner at the hotel restaurant. The 
Sunday morning no-host “Farewell 
Breakfast” will occur in the hotel 


restaurant. For additional information, 


check the PNW VHFS website at: www. 
pnwvhfs.org. Updates will be posted as 
the registration date approaches. — 

— Pacific Northwest VHF Society 


Kosovo Added to 


CQ DX Listing 


Kew is being added to the list of 
countries and territories recognized 
for CQ DX awards, effective immedi- 
ately, CQ DX Awards Manager Billy 
Williams, N4UF, announced today, 
Verifications for contacts made on or 
after 17 Feb 2008 are acceptable for CQ 
DX Award credit. COQ DX Honor Roll 
members with 335 or more credits should 
update by 31 May. All Kosovo contacts 
will count for field KN on applications 
for the CQ DX Field Award. 

Kosovo’s status has been the subject of 
some controversy in the Amateur Radio 
community, as well as the world commu- 
nity, as the ARRL declared that special 
operations from there on 17 Feb will 
count as Serbia, not Kosovo, in terms 
of DXCC credit. The United States and 
many European countries immediately 
recognized Kosovo’s independence. 
However, Russia and China are opposed 
to it and Russia has threatened to veto 
any U.N. action to recognize Kosovo as 
an independent nation. 

CQ magazine Editor Rich Moseson, 
W2VU, stated, “Because it is CQ’s 
policy to grant credit for contacts with 
‘new’ entities as of the date that their 
status changes, we have decided not 
to wait for U.N. action, but to follow 
the lead of the United States and 
other countries that have recognized 
Kosovo’s independence, and to grant 
credit for contacts made with stations 
in Kosovo as of its independence day, 
17 Feb 2008.” 

This action does not affect the country 


list for the CQ WW DX Contest. COWW 
rules state that its country list is composed 
of those entities on the DXCC list and the 
WAE (Worked All Europe) award list. 
If the WAE Committee decides to add 
Kosovo to its list, it will automatically be 
added to the COWW list. — W2VU 


For Anxious 


New Hams 


awe Publishing is excited to 
announce a new service for people 
who have taken their Amateur Radio exam 
and are waiting to see what their new 
call sign will be. We will notify them by 
e-mail of their new call sign as soon as it’s 
released if they fill out the form at http:// 
hamcall.net/newhams. So if you know 
someone who will be. taking an exam 
soon, please let him or her know about 
this service. — KG4QIR 


Volunteers Needed 
for 2010 Winter 
Olympics ! 


he 2010 Winter Olympics is seeking 

Amateur Radio volunteers. The Van- 
couver Olympics Committee has given 
Radio Amateurs of Canada details of their 
search for Ham Radio volunteers to assist 
during the 2010 Olympic Winter Games 
and Paralympic Winter Games. 
_ Of the 25,000 volunteers required, Ama- 


- teur Radio operators are especially needed _ 


to help in technical roles during the events, 
_ and perhaps earlier. Volunteers must have 
their own local accommodation in Greater 
Vancouver or Whistler areas. 

The on-line volunteer application form 
at www.vancouver2010.com includes 
space to list skills and experience. If the 
applicant wishes a communications or 
technical role, he or she should add a key 
phrase on their application form to make 

‘it easy for planners to identify them. And 
on the fifth application page, add the 
words “Amateur Radio Operator” in a box 
marked “Additional Information.” 

Again, if you want to volunteer to pro- 
vide communications support for the 2010 
Olympic Winter Games and Paralympic 
Winter Games, go to www.vancouver2010. 
com and fill out the form. 


— Radio Amateurs of Canada, 
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WY3H, Tom Mitchell, cut two small copper plates, soldered a wire to each and super- 
glued them to rubber finger what-cha-ma-call-its. Touching forefinger and thumb made 
contact. It was a bit wearing on the forearm muscle and took some practice, but it worked. 
Wires were alligator clipped to an old straight key just to keep them from touching. 
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han) 
lease join us in welcoming the 
newest members of our Lifetime 


Subscriber pa. 


ae 


EDITOR’S LOG 


e Clemens T. Mazzotti, K3VED 
North Huntingdon, PA 

e Gary Dohey, N4ZCC 
Newport News, VA 

e Melvin Sick, WBOOJT 
Grantsburg, WI / 

e Robert Faerber, W9AQ 
Long Grove, IL | 

e Mike Dowdy, KDS5LZI 
Kennard, TX 

e Don Baker, NO7P 
Tucson, AZ 

-¢ Thomas W. Smith, KB6A 
Anaheim, CA 


First, a few words from our Publisher, 
Armond Noble, N6WR: 
There has been much hue and cry 


about the lack of growth in Amateur 
Radio, a great deal of it taking on “The | 


Sky Is Falling” tone. 

Well-meaning amateurs agreed that 
in order to keep the numbers up that 
it would be necessary to drop the 
dreaded barrier of a CW test and to get 
the theory tests down to the Learner’s 
Permit level. 

Let us look at another avocation that 
is probably the closest to Amateur-Radio 
in that it is federally licensed and study 
and a test is required. 

That is Private Pilot. According to 
the web site of the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association seen on 25 March 
2008, and we quote: “Since its peak 
in 1980, the overall pilot population 
has declined by 25 percent, even as the 
general U.S. population has expanded 
by roughly the same percentage. In 
2006, the pilot population dipped below 
600,000 for the first time in decades.” 

The AOPA statement went on to say, 
“Without a mentor to support and guide 
them, 51 percent of student pilots are still 
students after one year of flight training, only 
14 percent have earned their private pilot 
certificate, and 35 percent have dropped out 
entirely. A student with a mentor is three 
times more likely to complete their training 
and earn their certificate.” 

There could be as many opinions and 


conclusions to this as there are interested . 


parties. First, and most important, the 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


AOPA, to my knowledge, has not pro- 


posed making the ground school andthe 
flying tests any easier. a 
One might venture that (radio/flying/ 
whatever) people don’t like to study 
as people once did. The Wall Street 
Journal very recently did a story about 
American high school students. In the 
fields of reading, math and science, our. 
students in competition, did NOT rank 
in the top 15 world-wide in any field. 


' (That’s scary!) 


I’m not wishing to play amateur soci- 
ologist (those actually qualified:to pro- 
fessionally comment are invited to write) 


but it seems that the rapidly descending 


memberships in such worthy service 
clubs like Lions, etc. is analogous to the 
decline (compared to rise in population) 
of Amateur Radio..: 

‘There may be factors of a more ponder- 


ous nature to all this than the (tedium, to 


some) of learning of Morse code and Ohm’s 

Law. —Armond Noble, NoWR 
To help us be pro-active and part of the 

solution instead of part of the problem, 


we are starting a new column this month, 


Promotion & Recruitment, written by 
Dee Logan, W1HEO. We believe that 
Elmers (mentors) are crucial to keeping a 


_ new Ham in the Amateur Service. Getting 


interested people connected with radio 
clubs and developing healthy, active clubs 
is essential. We hope this column will be 
a two-way street, with you contributing 
your suggestions and experiences. 

If you’re at the Hamvention, stop by 


‘and say hello to the crew at the WorldRa- 


dio booth. FISTS will have plenty of free 
K7QO code course disks at the FISTS 
CW Club booth, so if you don’t have 
your copy yet, come and get it! Practice 
ten minutes twice a day and next year at 
Hamvention, you could be copying 30+ — 
WPM. See you there 

~ 73, 88, Nancy Kott, WZ8C 


— Thank you very much for caring | — 
enough to take the time to letus know 


how you feel. Please keep in touch, 
either through our web page http:// 
www.wrowr.com, e-mail direct to me. 
at nancy@tir.com, via editor@wr6wr. 
com, or postal mail direct to me at ~ 
Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, Hadley, 
MI 48440. Mail senttoWRHQat2120 
28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 willbe 
forwarded to me. Da 
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Strange, Weird, and Wonderful Keys 


Tom Mitchell, WY3H 


hat do wooden paint stir- 
rers, paper clips and Legos 
have to do with Morse code 


operation? For one, they prove the 
old adage: “Necessity is the mother 
of invention.” I found this to be true 
during my Novice class days back in 
the early 1980s as KA3LPJ. 

I was in a QSO with my first “G” 
land station on 15 Meters. Earlier, a 
friend had given me an old plastic- 
base straight key. It was well worn but 
seemed to do the trick, at least until 
the outset of my G-land QSO. Then, 
to my horror, it literally fell apart just 
as I started to send the second part of 
my chat. What was I to do? It suddenly 
occurred to me that if I disconnected 
the wires from the key perhaps I could 
touch them together, at least enough 
to make somewhat decipherable “dits” 
and “dahs.” 

To my delight it seemed to work and 
I was able to finish the QSO. A few 
days later I acquired anotfier (better 
made) key and was able to resume 
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N8XMS, Paul Huff of Livonia, MI, 
glued a momentary pushbutton to 
the top of an Altioids box filled with 
pennies for weight. Paul said his next 
homebrew key project will be making 
a key from a hacksaw blade. 


making QSOs on the Novice bands 
without resorting to such primitive 
methods as touching wires together. 
Last November, another occasion to 
use a “primitive” key presented itself. 
This time, however, the occasion was 


‘by choice, not necessity. 


Perhaps some WorldRadio readers 
are familiar with the North American 
QRP CW Club (NAQCC), founded in 
October, 2004. The NAQCC encour- 
ages not only QRP CW operation, but 
also encourages the use of straight 
keys for the club’s. monthly sprints 
and challenges. (ane? 

Every month the club looks for a 


new “theme” or particular way of. 


operating. May, for example, is “Mil- 
liwatt Month” when members may 
receive an:award for making a mini- 
mum of ten QSOs with ten different 


stations while using less than one watt 
of power. In July or August members 
may get bonus points for portable or 
outdoor operation using makeshift 
antennas and battery power. Last 
November, the club decided to offer 
bonus points for anyone using a home- 
brew straight key while participating 
in the monthly sprint. : 
Those entering used keys that could 
be described as inventive, artistic or 
elaborate to simple and downright 
primitive. One homebrew key in 
the inventive (downright imagina- 
tive) category, used by Bruce Olney, 


WY7N, was made from, Legos. 


Barry Strickland, AB4QL, made his 
key from a paper clip, while David 
Younger, W2JEK, used a hacksaw 
blade. Bart Antonides, N9AKF, used a 


KC2EGL: Mike Brennan, Brookville, 
PA used what may have been the 
“fanciest” and most elaborate but 
none-the-less homebrew key, a 
magnetic camelback made 

by Dewey, KG4AAU. 
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“Dots and Dashes” newsletter * The Ace Holman national 
telegraph office & hub * Internet Telegraphy * Railroad 
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Learn more about the history of the telegraph or simply enjoy using 
American Morse Code and authentic telegraph equipment. — 
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Info: www.morsetelegraphclub.org 
<http:/www.morsetelegraphclub.org/> 


wooden paint stirrer. By 
the way, Bart used his 
homebrew key to oper- 


ate in the ARRL’s 2008 


Straight Key Night. 
Going back to my 

early 1980s experi- 

ence with “wire touch- 


ing,’ memory of that. 


event prompted me 
to “upgrade” the bare 
wire routine a bit. I pur- 
chased a set of rubber 
finger tips from an 
office supply store, and 
cut two small plates 


NT9K, Bill Crosier, Melbourn, FL, made this fancy 
homebrew ‘‘Amplidan”’ style key. Amplidans are 


Danish keys that feature a single adjuster and a “twin 


spring” system, one hard, flat spring, opposing a 


from a strip of copper. 
After soldering wires to 
the plates I used Super Glue to affix 
them to the rubber tips. With one 
placed on my thumb and another on 
the forefinger I was able to send some 
real finger popping CW. 

Some may wonder just why we do 
such things. Part of the answer goes 
back to the old adage about neces- 
sity being the mother of invention. 
Another part of the answer might be 
found in the Clint Eastwood movie, 
“Heartbreak Ridge.” In that film, 

Eastwood portrays an old Marine 
Corps “Gunny” sergeant who is 
charged with training his troops for 
battle. He teaches them to expect the 
-unexpected and do the unexpected. 
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softer coil spring. 


His message is “...1mprovise, impro- 
vise.” As it turns out, learning to adapt 
to adverse conditions and “improvise,” 
saves the lives of his men during the 
invasion of Grenada and helps them 
win the battle. 

Amateur Radio operators are often 
called to provide emergency com- 
munications during times of natural 
disasters or civil emergencies. Per- 
haps none of us will ever be called 
on to operate in an actual emergency 
using a hastily constructed key. How- 
ever, sending CW with a homebrew 
key may be more practical than trying 
to make a phone transmission with a 
homebrew microphone. 


Specializing in Emergency Communications 
Expanded Session Offerings 


Banquet Speaker: Gordon West WB6NOA 
Keynote Speaker: Dennis Dura K2DCD, ARRL 


Register at http://emcommwest.org 
Email info@emcommwest.org 
PO Box 21391, Reno, NV 89515-1391 


An ARRL Operating Specialty Convention 
EMCOMMWEST is a Registered Servicemark of EMCOMMWEST, Inc. 


DIAMOND 


ANTENNA 


The Standard By Which All 
Others Are Judged 


MAXIMUM 
PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


Antenna’s best _ base/r 
pecans for strength 
, the X500HNA As pretuned t to 


ietailed specifications on Diamond’s 
Base & Mobile Antennas, please go to 


www.diamondantenna.net 
Available through selected quality dealers. 
7/0-614-7443 


RF PR 


Cc OM PF § 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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Real Hams Do Code 


I 
: I 
j Move up to CW with CW Mental Block Buster 
1 Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes two (2) j 
1 CDs and Manual. Only $29.95 plus $5.00 S/H US— 

I 

I 


FL add $210 tax. g90-425-2552: 


| www.success-is-easy.com 
I success Easy ¢ 160 W. Camino Real, Ste. 128 ¢ Boca | Raton, FL 33432 iP 


MARS, RACES, SKYWARN, CD, 
PATCHES, DECALS, CAPS 


Custom Name — Call Caps & more. 
Visit our new updated website 
for all product info and prices. 


CAPS, Unlimited « (972) 496-6036 
P.O. Box 460118A ¢ Garland, TX 75046 


e-mail: k5hgl@verizon.net 
www.skywarnsupply.com 


JAMES E MACKEY 


| PHILATELICS, STATIONERY 


OVERSEAS POSTAGE 
AIR MAIL ENVELOPES 


_ P.O, BOX 270569 | 

WEST HARTFORD, CT 06127-0569 | 

{860} 521-7254 | 

web site: hite://Awww.netl plus.com/ e-mail: k3{n@aol.com | 


users/ryoung/index.him 


New Heavy Duty 32-Foot 
Telescopic Fiberglass Poles 


10 sections collapse to a compa inches 
5/16 inch diameter tip section 


$115 shipped anywhere ConUS 


Optional accessory to reach height of 38 feet 


The Mast Company 


www. [MastCo.com 


SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE 
for the shack computer 


LOGic 8 tagging 
TRX-Manager 4 tig contra 


Personal Database Applicat 


THE QSL MAN® 


Since 1979, Quality, Service, and Value! 
Free samples 
Wayne Carroll, W4MPY 
, P. O. Box 73 
Monetta, SC 29105-0073 
Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117 


URL: http://www.qslman.com 
Email: w4mpy @qsiman.com 
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K3WWP: 


John Shannon’s homebrew key is mounted on a “triangle” with two 


screws at the front corners and a rubber “foot” in the middle of the back. That 
adds to the stability. Also the downward force from closing the contacts is at a 
point inside the triangle so it’s impossible to upset it by closing the contacts too 


hard. 


If the November sprint taught 
NAQCC members anything it was that 
we can make do with available mate- 
rial when necessary. At any rate, the 
contest was challenging and.a lot of 
fun. Forty-four members participated 
and while not everyone used a home- 
brew key, at least nine members used 
their homebrew keys during the entire 
two hours of the sprint. Others used 
their keys for part of the sprint. 

I might mention that the basic prem- 
ise of the NAQCC is doing more with 
less. Membership is free and open to 


any licensed radio amateur or SWL. 
For more information visit; http-:// 


www.usatek.net/~yoel/. 


Tom Mitchell, WY3H, along with 
John Shannon, K3WWP, are co- 
founders of the NAQCC and reside 
in Kittanning, Armstrong County, 
PA. Mitchell lives in Manor Town- 
ship with his XYL, JoAnne, and twin 
sons Ariel and Ethan. Ethan is alsoa - 
licensed radio amateur, KB3QGW. - 
Mitchell writes for the Leader Times 
newspaper, part of Tribune Review 
Publishing, Pittsburgh. 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


‘The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign 
system as of 10 March 2008. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 
#206-S dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 
Fairfield Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 

0) KD@DGQ 

1 KBIQBL 

2 KC2SZR 

3 KB3QOZ 

4 KJ4COT 

5 KESTIK 

6 KI6PET 

a KE7SFL 

8 KD8HZC 

9 KCONDB 

N. Marianas KH@TM 

Guam NH2FX 

Hawaii WH7MI 

American Samoa KH8&DS 

Alaska KL2KA 

Virgin Islands NP20OL 

Puerto Rico WP4NWW 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 ; 


Group B/ Group A/ 

General Extra 
++ AC@KS 
++ ABIIK 
++ ' AB2YM 
++ AB3HH 
++ AJ4FW 
++ AESGP 
++ AF6IA 

\++ AD7ST 

++ AC8AR 
++ AB9QS 
++ ++ 
Ae eee AH2DT 
++ AH6SP 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ ; ++ 


Verv Impo ice! 
ery Important Notice! 
_If you received this copy of WorldRadio and you re not a regular 
subscriber, this was your free sample copy. We sent it to you so you 
could see all the news, features and columns in WorldRadio. 


_ You are cordially invited to join in with all the other active Amateur 
Radio operators by subscribing. | 


WorldRadio is 
two-way communica- 


tion. Send in your 


news, information 
and letters. 


Your comments and 


suggestions are most 


welcome. 


Amateur Radio is a 
very rewarding 
activity and 
WorldRadio hopes 
to reflect that. 


NEWS: 
2120 28th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 457-3655 

_ Fax: (916) 457-7339 
editor@wr6wr.com 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


2628 Kl Camino Ave., Ste. A6 
Sacramento CA 95821-5925 | 


(877) 472-8643 

(8 a.m.-5 p.m. PT, M-F) - 
Fax: (916) 920-1015 
subscriptions@wr6uwr.com 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
s 
al 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


S. ZIP, 1 year: Canada $40.00 — 


We ie are accept U.S. Funds di wn on U.S. Banks, 
‘International eae Orders, Can: ian Postal Money 


[Check voll * [1 MasterCard | AmEx 


Exp.date 
Signature 


Please clip (photocopies o. k. ) and mail to: 


IsrldRadio 


| 2628 El Camino Ave., Ste. A6 ¢ Sacramento CA 95821-5925 


| For charge subscriptions only, call TOLL FREE: (877) 472-8643 


Ee _ weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pacific time. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Thank you! 
a 


Annual Armed Forces Day 
Crossband Military/Amateur Radio 


Communications Test (10 May 2008) 


Bill Sexton, NIIN/AAA9PC 


Frequency 
; on 3348.5 kHz LSB 80M 
he Army, Air Force, Navy, Military-to-Amateur cross band opera- | 33639 LSB 40M 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard | tions will take place on the dates/times | 13910.5 kHz USB 20M 


are co-sponsoring the annual 
military/Amateur Radio communica- 
tions tests in celebration of the 58th 
Anniversary of Armed Forces Day 
(AFD). Although the actual Armed 
Forces Day is celebrated on Satur- 


Military-To-Amateur Cross 
Band SSB Test Contacts 


in ZULU (UTC), and frequencies listed 
below for each station. Voice contacts will 
include operations in single-sideband voice 
(SSB). Some stations may not operate the 
entire period, depending on propagation 
and manning. Participating military sta- 


STATION: AAC (10 May 1300Z - 11 May 01002) 
en 


Location: Lexington, KY 


Address: HQ Ist BDE, 100th DIV (IT) MARS Station 
Barrow Army Reserve Training Center, 1051 Russell 


Cave Pike, Lexington, KY 40505 
POC: Barry Jackson, 


Commercial: 859/227-0137 


STATION: ABH (10 May 1600Z - 11 May 2300Z) 


tare ‘ : : mae Frequency Emission 

day, 17 May 2008, the AFD Military/ | tions will transmit on selected Military: | 3195 xH> LSB 80M 
Amateur Crossband Communications MARS frequencies and listen for Amateur 3360 kHz LSB 80M 
Test will be conducted 10 May 2008 | Radio stations in the amateur bands indi- ae oe roe cout 
to prevent conflict with the Dayton | cated below. The military station operator | 7360 kHz LSB 40M 
Hamvention (16-18'May 2008), which | will announce the specific amateur band | 7720 kHz LSB _ 40M 
is the same weekend as the actual frequency being monitored. Duration of ete ‘ee eh 
Armed Forces Day. each voice contact ‘should be limited to | 14483.5 kHz USB 20M 
The annual celebration features tra- | one totwo minutes. The following stations 8 4 eh oe pe 

Cae “4° . . . ia rh 
ditional military to amateur cross-band will be transmitting on MARS frequen- 17592.5 kHz USB 17M 
communications SSB voice tests and | cies listed below which are provided as | 20978.0 kHz USB 15M 
20559.0 kHz USB 15M 


copying the Secretary of Defense mes- 
sage via digital modes. These tests give 
Amateur Radio operators and Short 


“Window/Dial Frequency” in kfiz. 


Army Stations ¥3 
STATION: AAZ (10 May 1400Z - 11 May 0300Z) 


Location: Schofield Barracks, HI; Commander, 396th 


Signal Company; 30th Signal Battalion, 96857 
POC: CPT Maribel Ostergaard 


Commercial: 808/656-2814 


Wave Listeners (SWL) an opportunity Frequency Honenea Amateur Band 
to demonstrate their individual techni- ee Ae aa cone STATION: ALM (12 May 1600Z - 13 May 2300Z) 
3 i pee : Z Frequency issi 
cal skills, and to receive recognition | 445, 04H, USB 40M 13741.5 kHz USB 20M 
from the Secretary of Defense and/or 14.402.0 kHz - USB 20M | 4003.0kHz LSB . 80M 
the appropriate military radio station ote se nce Tas 7317.0 kHz LSB 40M 
° . 4 Z 
for their proven expertise. QSL cards ea Ca eR cine Coen Wainwright; Commander, 507 the Sig 
will be provided to those stations 13509.5 kHz RTTY ; 20M POC: CW4 Roderick Mit¢hell; 507th Signal Company 
ili a 7639.5 kHz RTTY 40M | Commercial: 907/353-0082 
etait ee with the military isan es | AGNE , ve 
tions. special commemorative certill- | 7578.5 kHz MT-63 40M | STATION: WAR (10 May 1200Z - 11 May 2400Z) 


cates will be awarded to anyone who hee Bay BS oo iakc re Emission 

ive igi ress: Commander t 4020.9 kHz LSB 80M 
receives and copies the digital Armed | arty: NETCOM-OPE-M (MARS) (31), 2133 Cushing | 7504.0 KH LSB OM 
Forces Day message from the Secretary | Street, Ft. Huachuca, AZ 85616-7070 13512.5 kHz USB 20M 
of Defense. . POC: Mr. Dewayne Smith; DSN: 821-7324 20518.5 kHz USB 15M 


Commercial: 520/533-7324 


__ Location: Arlington Va. 


Awesome Audia Demonstration! 
WWWAW2InY.CONM 


Your Transmit Audio ls Outstandinc 


he W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings 
nal audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 


WZIHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio- 
int tools for your microphones and radios. Fine-tune fae microphone with 
Equalization.’ Customize your audio for that rich, full broadcast sound or 
ng, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audio * “personality” 
ther instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Noise Gate 
ates background noises picked up by your microphone. Increases signal clarity 


and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically 


iereohone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal 
ontrols for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA soe eis jacks. 
ne monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 


¥ 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate coe if 
phone Cable ( oa radio make & model) $3 
q 


Free catalog upon request 


DC ACE, INC. 
1-877-803-5550 
| PO. Box 364, Lincolnshire, iL 60069 
| www.dcace.com sales@cdcace.com | 


'Y Dual Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate or 99 (Kit $119. 99) 
515.00 Three year parts... 
warranty. 
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Address: P.O. Box 2322, ‘adington VA 22202 
POC: Rick Low 


STATION: WUG-231 (10 May 1300Z - 11 May 0200Z) 


4032.9 kHz LSB 80M 
7.360.0 kHz LSB 40M 
 6.826.0 kHz LSB - 40M 
14486.0 kHz USB 20M 
14663.5 kHz USB 20M 
20973.5 kHz USB 15M 


Location: Memphis, TN 

Address: USACE Memphis District Office 

ATTN: Jim Pogue; Public Affairs Office Room B-202 
167 N. Main St., Memphis, TN 38103-1894 

POC: Mr. Jim Pogue 

Commercial: 901/544-4109 


Air Force Station 
STATION: AIR (10 May 1200Z - 2400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4517.1 kHz USB 80M 
6996.1 kHz USB 40M 
13985.1 kHz USB 20M 
20737.6 kHz USB 15M 


POC: Mr. Vincent Nacanaynay 
Address: 89TH CS/SCOR, Andrews AFB, MD 20762 
Commercial: 301/981-0365 


STATION: AIR-2 (10 May 1200Z TO 2400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4590.1 KHz USB 80M 
7540.1 KHz ~. USB 40M — 
13993.1 KHz USB 20M 


POC: Mr. Al Eiermann 

Address: AFCA/AF MARS, 203W LOSEY St., Scott, 
AFB, IL 62225 

Commercial: 618/229-5963 


Navy/Marine Corps Stations 
STATION: NAV (10 May 1200Z - 11 May 2330Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4010.0°KHz LSB 80M 
7348.0 KHz LSB 40M 
14478.5 KHz USB ‘ 20M 
20994.0 KHz . USB 15M 


Address: HQ NAVMARCORMARS Radio Station Nav 
Cheatham Annex Bldg. 117; 108 Sanda Ave., Williams- 
burg, VA 23185-5830 

POC: Bo Lindfors 

Commercial: 757/887-4494; DSN: 953-4494 


STATION: NAV3 (10 May 1200Z - 11 May 0400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4014.0 KHz LSB 80M 
7394.5 KHz LSB : , 40M 
13974.0 KHz . USB 20M 
20997.0 KHz - USB 15M 


Address: NAVMARCOR MARS Radio Station Nav3 
9035 Ocean Dr Suite 3A, Corpus Christi, TX 
78419-5234 

POC: ITSC (SW) Brown 

Commercial: 361/961-5002; DSN: 861-5002 


STATION: NAV4 (10 May 1200Z - 11 May 0400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4011.5 KHz LSB 80M 
7376.5 KHz LSB ' 40M 
14467.0 KHz USB 20M 
21758.5 KHz USB 15M 


Address: NAVMARCORMARS Radio Station Nav4 
615 Preble Ave., Camp Barry, Bldg. 153, Great Lakes, 
IL 60088-2850 

POC: Mr. David Ouellette 

Commercial: 847/688-3787 DSN: 792-3787 


STATION: NBL (10 May 1200Z - 11 May 0400Z) 


Frequency Emission © Amateur Band 
4041.5 KHz LSB 80M 
7371.5 KHz LSB 40M 
14391.5 KHz USB 20M 
20623.5 KHz USB 15M 


Address: NAVMARCORMARS Radio Station 
P.O. Box 161 Naval Submarine Base, Groton, CT 
06349-5161 

POC: ITC (SW) Dever 


- Commercial: 860/694-2061/3716; DSN: 694-2061/3716 


STATION: NPL (10 May 1500Z - 11 May 0400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4003.0 KHz LSB 80M 
V3STS Klzy 5 LSB 40M 
14463.5 KHz USB 20M 
20936.0KHz . - USB 15M 


Address: NAVMARCORMARS Radio Station 

937 North Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92132-5100 
POC: ITC (SW) Thomason 

Commercial: 619/532-1490; DSN: 522-1490 


STATION: NUW (10 May 1500Z - 11 May 0400Z) 


Frequency Emission Amateur Band 
4044.0 KHz LSB 80M 
7381.5 KHz LSB 40M 
13528.5 KHz USB 20M 
20952.5 KHz USB 15M 


Address: NAVMARCORMARS Radio Station; 260 W. 
Pioneer Fsc Bldg., Nas Whidbey Island, WA 98277 
POC: Mr. Digger O’dell 

Commercial: 360/675-2823; DSN: 820-8038 


Part Il — Secretary Of 
Defense Message Test 
Via Digital Modes 


The Secretary of Defense’ mes- 
sage will be transmitted via digital 
modes including RTTY, PACTOR, 


AAMTOR, PSK-31, MFSK and MT63 


from the stations listed below, includ- 
ing frequencies, mode, and date/ 
time in Zulu (UTC). All frequencies 


4 


(See Web-Site For Details) 


607 Blue Cove Terrace, Lake Saint Louis, MO. 63367 
(636) 265-0448 Fax# (866) 201-0593 


www.radiowavz.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


are listed for center of intelligence. 
Offset as appropriate for your TNC. 
(Note: Not all stations may neces- 


. sarily operate on all the frequencies 


listed, depending on propagation and 
available equipment.) 


Army Stations 
STATION: AAZ (HQ Army MARS and Western Area 
Gateway, Fort Huachuca, AZ) 


Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
6988.0 kHz RTTY 11 May/0110Z 
PACTOR.FEC 11 May/0130Z 


MT63 11 May/0220Z 


PSK-31 11 May/0250Z 
14402.0 kHz RTTY 11 May/0110Z 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0130Z 


MT63 11 May/0220Z 
PSK-31 11 May0250Z 


STATION: WAR (Pentagon ARC/ MARS Station, 
Arlington, VA ) 


Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
6988.0 kHz RTTY 13 May/2300Z 
PACTOR FEC 13 May/2315Z 
14440.0kHz PACTOR FEC 13 May/2330Z 
AMTOR FEC 13 May/2345Z 


Air Force Stations 
STATION: AIR-2 (Scott Air Force Base) 


Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
7831.1 kHz RTTY 10 May/1930Z 
MT63 10 May/2030Z 
MFSK 10 May/2100Z 
14877.1 kHz RTTY 10 May/2130Z 
MT63 10 May/2230Z 
MFSK 10 May/2300Z 


STATION: NAV (HQ NAVMARCORMARS RADIO 
STATION, WILLIAMSBURG, VA) ; 


Frequency Mode __ Broadcast Date/Time 
7346.5 kHz RITTY 75 BAUD 10 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0010Z 

MT63 11 May/0040Z 

14480.0 kHz RTTY 75 BAUD 10 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0010Z 

MT63 11 May/0040Z 


STATION: NAV3 (NAVMARCORMARS RADIO 
STATION, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX) 


Frequency Mode _ Broadcast Date/Time 
7393.0 kHz RTTY 10 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0010Z 

MT63 11 May/0040Z 

13975.5 kHz RTTY 10 May/2340Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0010Z 

MT63 11 May/0040Z 


TOROID CORES 


Ferrite and ir powder cores. Free 

catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 

RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 
Model RFI-4 

+ $8 S&H U.S./canada. Tax in Calif. 

Use MASTERCARD or VISA’ 


= PALOMAR 
BOX X 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 


e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 
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Turn your excess Ham | 
Radios and related items | 
into a tax break for you | 

and learning tool for, | 
kids. 


Donate your radio or related | 
gear to an IRS approved | 
501 (c)(3) charity. Get the tax 
credit and help a worthy cause. 


Equipment picked up 

anywhere or shipping 
arranged. Radios you can. 
write off - kids you can’t. 


NAOMI ODE RI OEM RR HEN LE EER ERROR 


JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 22 
P.O. Box 1052 


| 

| 

i 

| 

THE RADIO CLUB OF | 
New York, NY 10002 | 

| 

5 
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STATION: NAV4 (NAVMARCORMARS RADIO 
STATION, GREAT LAKES, IL) 


Frequency Mode __ Broadcast Date/Time 

7375.0 kHz RTTY 11 May/0240Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0310Z 

MT63 11 May/0340Z 

14468.5 kHz RTTY 11 May/0240Z 

AMTOR FEC 11 May/0310Z 

MT63 1t May/0340Z 


STATION: NBL (NAVMARCORMARS RADIO STA- , 
TION, GROTON, CT) 


Frequency Mode Broadcast Date/Time 
7370.0 kHz RTTY 10 May/2340Z 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0010Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0040Z 
14393.0 KHz RETRY 10 May/2340Z 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0010Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0040Z 


STATION: NPL (NAVMARCORMARS RADIO 
STATION, SAN DIEGO, CA) 


Frequency Mode 

7350.0 kHz RTTY 11 May/0240Z 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0310Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0340Z 

14465.0 kHz RTTY 11 May/0410Z 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0440Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0510Z 


STATION: NUW (NAVMARCORMARS RADIO 
STATION, NAS WHIDBEY ISLAND, WA) 


Frequency Mode — Broadcast Date/Time 

7380.0 kHz RTTY 11 May/0240Z 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0310Z 
AMTOR FEC 


he Tucson Amateur Packet Radio 
Corporation has ‘announced that 
the 2008 joint Digital Communications 


Conference with the ARRL will take 


place 26-28 Sep 08 at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel in Elk Grove Village, IL, a suburb 
of Chicago, near O’Hare airport. 

The conference is an international 
forum for radio amateurs to meet, pub- 
lish their work and present new ideas 


and techniques. Presenters and attendees 


Broadcast Date/Time 


11 May/0340Z. 


11 May/0410Z 


13530.0 kHz RTTY 
PACTOR FEC 11 May/0440Z 
AMTOR FEC 11 May/0510Z 


SUBMISSION OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE TEST 
MESSAGE ENTRIES. Y 

Transcripts of the RTTY, PACTOR, AMTOR, 
PSK-31, MFSK and MT63 receiving test should be 
submitted “as received.” No attempt should be made 
to correct possible transmission errors. Provide time, 
frequency and call sign of the military station copied, 
including name, call sign, and address (including ZIP 
code) of individual submitting the entry. Ensure this 
information is placed on the paper containing the test _ 
message. Each year a large number of acceptable entries 
are received with insufficient information, or necessary 
information was not attached to the transcriptions and 
was separated, thereby precluding issuance of a certifi- 
cate. Entries must be sent to the appropriate military 
address as follows: ae 

_a. Stations copying Secretary of Defense message 

transmitted from AAZ send entries to: Armed Forces 
Day Celebration; Commander NETCOM/9th ASC; 
Armed Forces Day Celebration; Attn: NETC-OPE-MA 
(MARS) (31); Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613-5000 _.- 

b. Stations copying Secretary of Defense message 
transmitted from NAV, NAV-3, NAV-4, NBL, NPL 
or NUW send entries to: Armed Forces Day Celebra- 
tion; Chief, Navy-Marine Corps MARS; Cheatham _ 
Annex Bldg 117, 108 Sanda Ave., Williamsburg, VA 
23185-5830. 

c. Stations copying Secretary of Defense message 
transmitted from AIR-2 send entries to: Armed Forces 
Day Celebration; AFCA / Chief, AF MARS; 203W 


Losey St., Scott AFB, IL 62225 


TAPR in Chicago in September 


will have the opportunity to exchange 
ideas and learn about recent hardware 
and software advances, theories, experi- 


. mental results and practical applications. 


Forums will feature the latest develop- 
ments in Amateur Radio digital commu- 
nications, as well as demonstrations of 
emerging digital technology. Additional 
information is available online at: www. - 


tapr.org/dce.html 


_ TAPR, ARNewsline 


oviemaker Jim Brooks, OVLYC, 
has two new DXpedition videos 


out. One deals with the 2006 Kerme- | 


dec Island ZL8R operation. The other 


chronicles the 2007 BS7H Scarborough 


*“* THE WIREMAN, INC™ **** 


***** 800-727-WIRE (9473) ***** 
Still, after 28 years, the “Keywords” for 
“Certified Quality’ Wire, Cable, Connectors, 


Accessories, and Service. See it all at 
www.thewireman.com Tech help 864-895-4195 


SOUTHWEST US? Call (866)745-WIRE (9473) 


for TOP WM dir CLEAR SIGNAL PRODUCTS 
www.coaxman.com or wire@coaxman.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


DX Programs for Your Club Meetings 


Reef operation. Both are professionally 
produced, broadcast-quality documenta- 


-ries on DVD. More about these and Jim’s 


other 8 DXpedition films are on line at: 
www.dxvideos.com — ARNewsline 


HE HF EQUATION FOR SUG 


q CESS 
»SESOTRON ‘* 


ak ‘ Antennas for 160-6 meters Ae 
The Unique design gives it a leading edge. 
Great Performance ° Easy Installation | 


www.isotronantennas.com 
Successful 719-687-0650 ccar 
Since 1980 Bilal Company Friendly 
137 Manchester Dr., ¢ Florissant, CO 80816 


You are invited to belong to the largest 


~MORSE CODE Association in the world: 


FISTS CW Club 


Join in the fun: 
ontests! Goede Buddies! QSL Bureau! | 
Nets! Ragchewing! Operating Awards! 


é ‘oats: Piel to” sacs 


poe 


se rye a use of CW 
Engender friendships among members 
and Encourage newcomers to use CW 


The cost is $15/yr, $10/students, no charge/under 18, and family members are free. This fee 
includes the newsletter, use of the QSL Bureau and much more! Fill out the application below 


and send it to Nancy WZ8C, P.O. Box 47, Hadley MI 48440 (checks payable to FISTS, please). 


Gheck oueour website at http://www.fists.org 


Visit Our Booth 100C at the Dayton Hamvention! 
We pean sisal KNOW CODE 


erent iene 


Callsign Nene 
Mailing Address 


City, State, Zip 


Email or phone 


W6BEM's 99th Birthday 


_ Repeaters 


Repeater Controllers 


6M, 2M & 440 


30 watts 
tuned and on your frequency 


$399.95 
CTCSS tone...$69.95 


Controllers 
RC-1000V w/voice...$259.95 
RC-100...$129.95 
19" enclosure...$59.95 


Micro Computer Concepts 
New Port Richey, FL 
727/376-6575 


10 a.m.-10 p.m. 


e-mail: mccrpt@verizon.net 


www.mccr pt.com 
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A display of memorabilia made for Ed. 
by his Ham daughter Janet, KD6TTG. 


Norm Brooks, K6FO, looking good! 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
THE EZ HANG WAY 


Everything you need; the original EZ Hang, the EZ 
Winder, a spare set of bands & 7 extra weights: $99.95 
plus $9.05 (US) S/H. 
EZ Hang, Code W ° 2217 Princess Anne St., Ste. 105-6 


To subscribe call; 1-877-472-8643 


Fredericksburg VA 22401 * www.ezhang.com * 540-286-0176 |. 


Carl Schultz, WE6 


party was held 09 March 

2008 for Ed Lar Rieu, 

W6BEM, on the occasion of 
his 99th birthday. Ed is a member 
of the Air Force MARS, and member 
of several clubs including NHRC in 
Sacramento, California. He retired 
from the telephone company after 
many years as an engineer. We all 
look forward to his 100th! ® 


ELECTRIC RADIO 


Are you tired of plastic modern radios that you 
can't work on and are hard to understand? Are 
you looking for information on restoration of 

quality vintage receivers and transmitters? 
Electric Radio is the magazine for you! 
In print since May1989, we also have the largest 
vintage-only Ham classified section available. 


. ._ Please send $1.00 for a sample copy to: | 
Q EReP.O.Box 242¢Bailey, CO 80421 | 
720/924-0171 


leditor2@indra.com www.ermag.com 


Who Says RF is Bad for You? Fae 


Harry K. Wolf, W6ONKT More Watts per Dollar 


he pictures were taken on my 98th birthday, I am 99 years of age now. I am 
on the air every day. 


Transmitting 
& Audio Tubes 


e COMMUNICATIONS 

¢ BROADCAST 

e INDUSTRY : 
¢ AMATEUR Svetiana 


Immediate Shipment trom Stock 


3CPX8G0A7 3CX1S000A7 4CX5000A 813 
3CPX5000A7  3CX2B000A7 4CX7500A 833A 
3CW20000A7 4CX250B 4CX10000A  833C 
3CX100A5 4CX250BC  4CX10000D 845 
3CX400A7 4CX2508T  4CX15000A 866-SS 
3CX400U7 ACX250FG 4X158A 

3CXB800A7 4CX250R YC-130 

3CX1200A7 4CX350A YU-106 

3€X120007 ACX350F Yu-108 

3CX120027 4CX400A = YU-148 

3CX1500A7 ACX800A =: YU-157 

3CX2500A3 ACX1000A 5728 

3CX2500F3 4CX1500A. 

3CX3000A7 

3CX6000A7 

3CX10000A7 


Harry K. Wolf, WONKT. 


Harry K. Wolf, W6NKT, on his 98th birthday. 


Ham4Less.com 


ARROW Satellite 
Antenna 


New TNC? New radio? Considering a 
Sound Card Interface for PSK-3 1? 


Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for 
made to order cables. 

We build everything from TNC to 
radio interconnect cables and 
sound card interface cables to 
coax assemblies made to YOUR 


specifications. 


Authorized dealer for Alinco, Icom, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and Kantronics. 


Associated Radio 
8012 Conser, Overland Park, KS 66204 
Tel: 800-497-1457 
Email: sales@associatedradio.com - 


AES 


roe 
RE ° ose RTS 


3 Co, On Mi PAA 3 NEY: 


800-230-0458 
www.Ham4Less.com 
“Your Online Discount Store” 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com WorldRadio, May 2008 15 


MFJ 2500 Watts ContinuousCarrier'™ Tuner 
Silver plated Edge-Wound Roller Inductor . . .1000/500 pF Variable Capacitors . 

.. Antenna Switch... 4-Core Balun... true Peak Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter 
... Dummy Load... abies Wide Matching Range... Patent Pending... 


The MFJ-9982 New! 
ContinuousCarrier™ antenna . MFJ-9982 


tuner handles 2500 Watts .699" 


continuous carrier output 
on all modes and all HF bands into most 
unbalanced antennas — even on 160 Meters 
where even the best antenna tuners fail! 
The MFJ-9982 gives you every feature 
you'll ever want in a high power tuner -- 
wide matching range, 1.8 to 30 MHz cov- 
erage, 6-position antenna switch, 4-core 
balun, dummy load, true peak/average 
lighted SWR/Wattmeter, 6:1 reduction 
drives with detailed logging scales, 3-digit 
turns counter, extra large knobs. 


New Components, New Technologies 
The Heart and Soul of the MFJ-9982 is 
its roller inductor and variable capacitors. 
MFYJ's high power, high-Q continuous 
current AirCore™ roller inductor is no ordi- 
nary roller inductor! It’s edge wound from 
thick .06-inch silver-plated solid copper strap. 
It can carry huge circulating RF currents 
and withstand tremendous heat that'll melt 
or burn up ordinary roller inductors. 
Self-insulating construction reduces stray 
capacitance -- keeps self-resonant frequencies 
high and out-of-the-way. Dual, silver-plated 
compression wheels give ultra low-resist- 
ance contacts. New fast-tune crank knob. 
High-current, high-capacitance 1000 pF 
and 500 pF air variable capacitors have low 
minimum capacitance and are self-insulating. 
These newly developed air variable 
capacitors give you very high efficiency on 
160/80 Meters and MFJ's patent pending 
innovation gives you extremely wide matching 
range on 10/12/15 Meters at 2500 Watts -- 
a feat only the MFJ-9982 has achieved. 


Hi-Voltage/Current Antenna Switch 
The antenna switch is completely isolat- 
ed to handle high-voltage, high impedance 
antennas. High-current, low impedance 
antennas are handled by parallel sets of high- 
current contacts of two ceramic switches. 


New 4-Core Balun 


Powerful balun -- Four 2'/2 inch cores, 


12-gauge Teflon™ wire. Run balanced lines 
at full 2500 Watts SSB/CW continuous, 24/7. 


New Balanced Line Feed-Thru Insulator : 


Allows massive transmitter currents to 
flow directly to the antenna without pass- 
ing through lossy screws or bolts. 


TrueActive™ Peak Reading Circuit 


New TrueActive™ circuit reads true peak - 
or average power on all modes. ‘Cross-Needle 


meter reads SWR/forward/reflected power. 
1500 Watt Dummy Load 
1500 Watt air-cooled non-inductive 50 
Ohm resistor. 100W/10 min., 1.5kW/10 se 


New Cabinet maintains high Q 
New roomy cabinet maintains high Q. 
Vent holes. Heavy gauge, .08 inch alu- 
minum braced chassis. Vinyl cover, non- . 
stripping PEM nuts, heavy 10-gauge and 
copper strap wiring throughout. 
13%4Wx7Dx16%D inches. 15 pounds. 


MFJ 1500 Watt Fully Balanced Antenna Tuner 


Fully balanced MF J-976 handles 1500 Watts legal limit . 


. Extra-wide 12-2000 Ohms matching 


range... continuous 1.8 to 30 MHz coverage including all WARC bands... Four separate 500 pF 
in two gangs gives you a total of 2000 pF capacitance... Heavy duty 1:1 current balun... more! 


DES Legil Laake 
Betanced Line Tamer 
BE 


The MrJ-976 is a 1500Watt full 
Legal Limit fully balanced antenna tuner. 
You get superb current balance, very 
wide matching range (12-2000 Ohms) and 
continuous 1.8-30 MHz coverage including 
all WARC bands. Handles full 1500 Watts 


ew! SSB and CW. 


MFJ-976 


S49 go any balanced 


lines including 
600 Ohm open wire line, 450/ 300 
+ Ohm ladder lines, 300/72 Ohm 
twin lead -- shielded or unshield- 
ed. Also tunes random wires and 
coax fed antennas. 

MFJ's fully balanced extremely 
wide-range T-network gives you 
simple, fast three knob tuning. No 
complicated switching between 
high and low impedance and switching in 
additional capacitance of L-networks. 

Four separate 500 pF in two gangs 
gives you a total of 2000 pF for highly 


You can tune 


Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 
Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 


Killer™ high-Q AirCore™ roller inductor 
with silver plated contacts. 
Heavy duty 1:1 current balun gives you 
superb balance and stays cool even at 1.5kW. 
True active peak reading lighted Cross- 
Needle SWR/Wattmeter lets you read 
SWR, true peak or average forward and 


reflected power all at a glance on 300/ 


3000. Watt ranges. 12Wx6Hx157/sD inches. 


or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


¢ | Year No Matter What™ warranty *30 day money | 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


: : Henin 
; : ndustria tar vi e, 
efficient low loss operation on 160 Meters. Pay MS 39759 PH: (6 62) 373-5869 


You get excellent 10 Meter perform- 
ance because of MFJ's low minimum 


FAX: 


Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 
662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri, Add shipping. 


capacitance and exclusive Self- Resonance _ Prices an ‘ih fications subject.to change. (c) 2005 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


MFJ... The World Leader in Ham Radio Accessories 


The MFJ-993B IntelliTuner™ 
lets you tune any antenna 
automatically -- ultra fast. 

It’s a comprehensive automatic 
antenna tuning center complete 
with SWR/Wattmeter, antenna 
switch for two antennas and 4:1 
current balun for balanced lines. 

MFJ’s exclusive JntelliTuner™ 
Adaptive Search™ and Instant 
Recall™ algorithms give you ultra 
fast automatic tuning with over 
20,000 VirtualAntenna™ Memories. 

You get a highly efficient L- 
network, 6-1600 ohm matching 
at 300 Watts SSB/CW or extra- 
wide 6-3200 Ohm matching at 
150 Watts SSB/CW, 1.8-30 MHz 
coverage, Cross-Needle and digi- 
tal meters, audio SWR meter, 
backlit LCD, remote control port, 


VMFJ TUNERS 


MFJ IntelliTuner™ Automatic Tuners 


amp/1000V relays. 
The MFJ-993B 
automatically tunes 
for minimum SWR and remem- 
bers your frequency and tuner 
settings. The next time you 
operate on that frequency and 
radio interface, heavy-duty 16 antenna, these tuner settings are 


600 Watt MFJ 
Automatic Tune 


ROGKL 
BALSISS 


Rend Power Lovet 
POG Batia 


Like MFJ- MFJ-994B 

'1993B but handles $3 59° 

600 Watts SSB 

/CW, matches 12-800 Ohms. 

10,000 memories. Does not have 

LCD display, antenna switch, 

4:1 current balun, audio SWR 

meter/feedback. 10Wx2?/sHx9D in. 


RREHHA* 


ARTENRA 2, 


sun |Z Sores nn et 
MFJ-993B are ns 
$ 2 5 9? instantly restored and 
you're ready to operate 
in milliseconds! 10W 
x2% Hx9D”. Use 12-15 VDC/1 
amp or 110 VAC with MFJ- 
1316, $21.95. Radio interface 
cables, remote control available. 
See www.mfjenterprises.com 


More hams use MFI tuners than all other tuners in the world! 


MFJ-9982 2500 Watt Tuner 


The MFJ-9982 ContinuousCarrier™ MET9082 
-antenna tuner handles 2500 Watts ‘699 
continuous carrier output on all modes and 

_ all HF bands into most unbalanced antennas - 
- even 160 Meters. 6-position antenna switch, 
4-core balun, 1.5kW dummy load, true peak/ 
average SWR/Wattmeter, 13°/4Wx7Hx6'/sD”. 


MFJ-989D Legal Limit Tuner 
MFJ-989D 


$3 g9° 


New, 
improved 
MFJ-989D 
legal limit 
antenna 
tuner gives you better efficiency, lower loss- 
es and a new true peak reading meter. Easily 
handles full 1500 Watts SSB/CW, 1.8-30 MHz, 
including MARS/WARC bands. Six position 
antenna switch, dummy load. New 500 pF air 
variable capacitors. New improved AirCore™ 
Roller Inductor. New high voltage current 
balun. New crank knob. 127/sWx6Hx11°/sD”. 


MFJ-962D cOmng kW Tuner 
MFJ-962D 


'$299°5 


A few 
more dollars 
steps you up to 
a KW tuner for an amp later. Handles 1.5 
KW PEP SSB amplifier-input power (8300W 
output). Ideal for Ameritron’s AL-811H! 
AirCore™ roller inductor, gear-driven turns 
counter, pk/avg lighted Cross-Needle 
SWR/Wattmeter, antenna switch, balun, Lexan 
front, 1.8-30MHz. 10°/4sWx4'2Hx107/sD in. - 


MFJ-974HB Balanced Line Tuner 
The MFJ-974HB true 
fully balanced antenna 
tuner tunes any balanced 
lines. Matches 12-2000 
~ Ohms. Covers 1.8-54 
MHz continuously 
including all WARC 
bands. 300 Watts SSB/150 3309°° 
Watts CW. Lighted Cross- 
Needle SWR/Wattmeter, 7/2Wx6Hx8D in. 
MFJ-976, $499.95. 1500 Watt fully bal- 
anced antenna tuner. 1-30 MHz. 


MFJ-971 portable/QRP Tuner 
Tunes coax, balanced 
lines, random wire 1.8-30 
® MHz. Cross-Needle Meter. 
- SWR, 30/300 or 6 Watt QRP 
ranges. Matches popular MFJ 
transceivers. 6Wx6!/2Hx2'/.D in. 


MFJ-902 Tiny Travel Tuner 
Tiny 4'2Wx2'/sHx3D”, \4Fj-902 gif 
full 150 Watts, 80- 10 $99°5 
Meters, has tuner 
bypass switch, for coax/random wire. 
MFJ- 904H, $149.95. Same but adds 
Cross-needle SWR/Wattmeter and 4:1 balun 
for balanced lines. 7!/4Wx2'/sHx2?/4D in. 


MFJ-969 300W Roller Inductor Tuner 
Superb 
AirCore™ Roller 
Inductor tuning. 
Covers 6 Meters 
thru 160 Meters! 
300 Watts PEP SSB. Active true 
peak reading lighted Cross- 
Needle SWR Wattmeter, ORM- 
Free PreTune™, antenna switch, dummy 
load, 4:1 balun, Lexan front panel. 
10'/2Wx3'/2Hx9'/2D inches. — 


MFJ-949E deluxe 300 Watt Tuner 
More hams use 
MFJ-949s than any 
other antenna tuner 
in the world! 
Handles 300 Watts. Full 1.8 to 30 MEJ- 9498 
MHz coverage, custom inductor %47Q9%5 
switch, 1000 Volt tuning capaci- 
tors, full size peak/average lighted Cross- 
Needle SWR/ Wattmeter, 8 position antenna 
switch, dummy load, ORM-Free PreTune™, 
scratch proof Lexan front panel. 
10°/sWx3'/2Hx7D inches. 
MFJ-948, $159.95. Economy version of MFJ- 
949E, less dummy load, Lexan front panel. 


MFJ-941E super value Tuner 


MFJ-969 


$91 9° 


MFJ-971 


$4 49° 


Th t : 
eet MFJ-16010 random wire Tuner 
Handles 300 Watts Operate all bands anywhere 


’ with MFJ’s reversible L-net- 
work. Turns random wire into 
powerful transmitting antenna. 
1.8-30 MHz. 200 Watts PEP. 
Tiny 2Wx3Hx4D inches. 


PEP, covers 1.8-30 


MHz, lighted Ctoss-Needle SWR/ $4 seal 


Wattmeter, 8 position antenna 
switch, 4:1 balun, 1000 volt capacitors, 
‘Lexan front panel. Sleek 10'2Wx2'/,Hx7D”. 


MFJ-945E HF/6M mobile Tuner 


MFJ-16010 
$69°° 


Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 
Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


Extends your 
mobile antenna 
bandwidth so you 
don’t have to stop, 
go outside and adjust your 
antenna. Tiny 8Wx2Hx6D in. 

Lighted Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter. 
Lamp and bypass switches. Covers 1.8-30 
MHz and 6 Meters. 300 Watts PEP. MFJ- 
20, $6.95, mobile mount. 


44 ‘ua 


¢ | Year No Matter What™ warranty ¢ 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 
MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 
FAX: (662)323- 6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 
Prices an 962) cations subject to change. (c) 2008 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT 


Insuring the Future of Amateur 
Radio and Our Radio Clubs 


Amateur Radio. Gone are its frequen- 

cies, sold to the highest bidder by the 
government. Gone is Ham Radio’s public 
service. Gone is the fun and enjoyment we 
treasure in our wonderful hobby. 

“No way!” you say? We hope not, but 
nothing is certain in this world. Ham 
Radio is not ours by divine right. It must 
be considered of value by those who allo- 
cate our frequencies or the end is near. 

This new WorldRadio column will 
focus on what we can do to insure a 
solid future for Amateur Radio. We'll 
talk about how we can inform the public 
about our radio service and its value to 
the community. Ideas and case histories 
from radio clubs and individuals will be 


| magine a future where there is no 


shared in this column. Good communi- | 


cation efforts will be recognized. Best 
practices will be discussed. And more. 


Why now? 

Charles Kettering said, “My interest is 
in the future because I’m going to spend 
the rest of my life there.” We should heed 
his words. 

There are signs today that Amateur 


Radio’s growth rate is slowing from the ° 


robust days of the post-war era. Currently 
there are 656,000 FCC Ham licenses in 
the U.S., but not all are active. We could 


5 Amp Smart Battery Charger 


For Gei-Cell or Lead Acid Batteries 


i The Model 155 charger 
imaintains large batteries: 
marine, auto & deep cycie. 
§ Features include a precision 
temperature tracking 
voltage reference and three 
reode charging sequence. 
i May be feft connected, will 
not overcharge. If a load 
is applied, the charger wilt 
contribute it’s bulk current 
to the load. When the load : 
iS removed, charger current will flow into the’ battery. Not a } 
switcher! Low RF noise linear charger. Good for Radio Use ; 
See review by W1ZR in MAR 04 QST. input 120 VAC. Output : 
13.8 VDC. Weighs 10 lb, 7“W x 8D x 4 3/47H. Various 
output cables with APP available, see website for details. 


Assembled & Tested (Order #155-ASY)......6 $159.95 


CA Residents add 7.75% sales tax. S & H $13.50 to US 48 (insured) 
AK, Hi and Foreign Orders, please contact us for details 


www.a-aengineering. rata 


EE) Az A Engineering Tr 


2521 W. LaPalma #K ¢ Anaheim CA 92801 
| (714) 952-2114 « FAX (714) 952-3280 
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Devere “Dee” Logan, W1HEO 


make this number dramatically higher 
in very few years if we become more 
“radio-active” in communicating the 
value of Amateur Radio. 

It’s up to us. Who else will do it? 

While the ARRL is supportive, it cer- 
tainly isn’t able to carry the word to our 
individual communities and its public 
officials, public safety personnel, schools, 
media and other key people. Nothing is 
mare valuable than one-on-one contacts, 
and this makes it a perfect project for our 
local clubs and radio Hams. 

Growth itself brings many benefits. 
With more licensees we can enjoy many 
synergies, with potentially more Hams 
to assist with highly visible public ser- 
vice and emergency communications. 
There is strength in numbers, which can 
impress those who allocate our frequen- 
cies, not to mention politicians who can 
wield their influence. 

More licensed operators can also mean 
more radio club members. Many clubs 
are facing declining membership today. 
The reasons are wellknown. But if clubs 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


The DX Store 


Amateur Radio Equipment for DXers! 


Whether you’re operating from 
halfway around the world or just 
up the hall from your living room, 
you want equipment you can 
count on to perform... You want 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittier, CA 90603 


become involved in promoting Amateur 
Radio and position themselves as the 
logical first stop for interested persons, 
their numbers should increase. 

Being active is necessary. We can’t 
be discouraged by the usual club critics 
whose negative perspectives can doom 
efforts before they begin. 


First, let’s make a plan 

Three years ago a few radio club mem- 
bers in the Cleveland, Ohio, area were 
discussing the future of their groups and 
Amateur Radio in general. They agreed 
that there was a need for an organization 
that would help clubs with their Ham 


radio promotion. 


The result was the formation of The 
Ham Radio Promotion Project. Its 
first members were the Indian Hills 
Radio Club of Wickliffe and Cleveland 
Chapter One of the Quarter Century 
Wireless Association. 

The project’s stated goal was to 
develop a cooperative effort by clubs 


and individual operators that would 
increase the number of licensees through 
an area-wide program of publicity and 
recruitment. 

Using a variety of established public 
relations and marketing principles, a four- 
step process was recognized as necessary. 
A key point was that publicity alone does 
not guarantee new licensees. The plan’s 
overall approach, therefore, was to begin 
with various promotional activities and 

-end with the successful recruitment and 
licensing of new Hams. 


The four-step process 


So how do we get from here to there? 


- We identified four steps in the process, 
_ with each one linked. Like a chain, the 
connecting links must be sound in order 
to move ahead from each step to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. 
The first step is promotion. Activities 
include publicity through news releases 
‘and feature articles, demonstrations and 
_ talks, exhibits and displays, and personal 
contacts. - 

Step two is prospecting. This involves 
identifying persons who appear inter- 
ested in Ham Radio as a result of vari- 
ous promotional activities, providing 
contact information (“Elmers”) and 
radio club locations. 

Step three is qualifying. Finding out 
which prospects are likely candidates 
for a license can be done by personal or 
radio club discussions, often involving 
“Elmers” listed in a local help directory. 

_ Step four is training. Providing help 
with license examination preparation 
can be done with club-sponsored classes, 
individual help or referral to on-line or 
local library sources. 


Needed: 
Tools of the Trade 


Having developed a plan, the next step 
was identifying the tools necessary to 
help clubs with their publicity efforts. We 


took an inventory of available literature, 


training, promotional videos etc. The 
results weren’t encouraging. There were 
some pieces and parts, but a great many 
more were missing. For example, we 
could find no current video that would 
present an overview of Amateur Radio 
and its many aspects. 


There was no “How-To Manual” that 
would show clubs how to conduct a com- 
plete promotional campaign, including 
samples of news releases, exhibits, and 
articles. We found no comprehensive 
guide for Elmers that would help them 
in their contacts with the public. Few 
good examples of promotional exhibits 
were located. 

So we began to produce the needed 
materials. Fortunately, with 40-plus years 
as a broadcaster and public relations 
director, experience was on. our side. 
Our first project was to produce a good 
quality video that would be entertaining 
and informative. It would prove to be the 
cornerstone of the publicity phase, allow- 
ing Hams to do public presentations very 
easily with little preparation. We were 
fortunate to get help from a former TV 
news director and corporate communica- 
tions professional, Frank Benesh, K8IFH. 
Frank handled production, did the narra- 
tion and made DVD copies of the final 
22-minute video. 

“Amateur Radio: Wireless Window to 
the World,” is the title. The video includes 
some history, explains Ham Radio, shows 
Hams demonstrating various modes, 
highlights international friendships and a 
DXpedition to Bhutan, the Dayton Ham- 
vention and information on licensing. 

Reaction to the video has been very 
positive. Those who have used it agree 
that it “does the job” of giving viewers 


a good overview of Amateur Radio. — 


Copies of the video in DVD format were 
first provided to radio clubs that joined 
the Promotion Project. Additional copies 
now are offered to others at $20 each, 
with proceeds supporting the project. 
(Information on ordering the DVD is 
found at www.neoham.org) 

More details of how your club can 
crank up its own publicity machine will 
be included in future columns. 

— In the meantime, let’s hear what 
your club is doing to promote Ham 
Radio. Send us a summary of your 
activities, what works, what doesn’t, 
how to interest various groups, and 
photos, too, Send them to: “Dee” Logan, 
WIHEO, 9901 Cypress Circle, Mentor, 
Ohio 44060. E-mail: delogan@amer- 
itech.net. 

Devere “Dee” Logan, WIHEO, is a 
professional public relations counselor 
and writer who received the 2006 ARRL 
Philip McGan Silver Antenna Award for 
public relations. & 


hand hams 


Ham Radio for people with disabilities since 1967 
© License manuals and books on tape 


COURAGE HANDI-HAM SYSTEM 
763-520-0511 hamradio@courage.org ee 


3915 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 55422 


The BEST in 
Mobile Mounts 
vee West re 


Hometown, IL 60456 
Phone: 708-423-0605 | 


mn Cell: 708-337-8172 
Aid-< EQUIPMENT LID. emma gpea seq: 


CW Keyers & Paddles ¢ Voice Keyers 


Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface 
card ¢ XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory 
keyer ¢ Iambic keys, Paddle Pads & more! 


Download catalog at 
www.w9iix.com 


www.qth.com/w9xt 


U M Unified 
Microsystems 


Unified Microsystems 
P.O. Box 133 R 
Slinger, WI 53086 


J-ames Pole Antennas 


‘wwwjamespole.com. 


James & Joyce Pike 
760.780.6484 
kb6wht1 @juno.com ~ kb6bld @juno.com 


THE TUNER 
XMATCH® Antenna Tuners 


For info send $3 to: 7001 Briscoe Ln. * Louisville, KY 40228 


HIGH POWER & HIGH EFFICIENCY 


Patented & Custom Built by Paul, NAXM 
Vacuum Variable Models Available 
See http://n4xm.myiglou.com 


The Vibroplex Co.Inc. 11 Midtown Park E. 
Mobile, Al 36606 800-840-8873 
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Ten-Ten International Net, Inc. 


Awarps - QSO parties - SPECIAL EVENTS - PAPERCHASING 
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643 N 98rH Srreer - #142 Omana, NE 68114-2342 
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RULES & REGS 


How Do They Get Away With It? 


The rules say that we must 

give our call sign station 

identification exactly as it is 

shown on the ULS. How do 

these : guys get away using words in 
place of the letters? 

A. They’re clean. Section 97.119(b) 

(2) actually encourages the use of a 

phonetic alphabet as an aid for correct 


station identification when the call sign. 


is transmitted by a phone emission. 
Q. Can a trustee’s license can expire 
and the club license remains valid? 
A. For a short period, apparently. Such 
anomalies appear on the ULS from time- 


to-time. Upon inquiring into'this licens-. 


ing disconnect several years ago, I was 
assured that the data base was inspected 
regularly and such club station license 
grants so discovered were deleted. 

Q. I have an Amateur Extra Class 
license. A lower class license holder is 
visiting my station. If I am sitting right 
next to him, is he allowed to operate 
as an Amateur Extra? 

A. No. As the station licensee, you 
would have, under Section 97.103(b), 
designated a lower-than-your class opera- 
tor licensee as the control operator of 
your station. Consult Section 97.301 for 
the privileges. authorized to the class 
of operator license grant held by your 
station’s visitor. There you will find the 
transmitting frequency bands available to 
an amateur station located within 50 km 
of the Earth’s surface, within the specified 
ITU Region, and outside any area where 
the amateur service is regulated by any 
authority other than the FCC. 

Where you happen to be sitting is of 
no consequence to any of this. 

Q. Suppose that I have an Amateur 
Extra Class and visit a station with a 
lower class license and I want to oper- 
ate. Who’s the control operator? 

A. That is for the station licensee 
to designate. See BE Informed No. 4 
WHICH CALL SIGN. It explains your 
options and accountability when some- 
one wants to use your station apparatus 
or vice-versa. 

Q. Whose call sign is used? 


20 WorldRadio, May 2008 


John B. Johnston, W3BE 


A. Use the call sign assigned on the 
station license grant under which the 
station transmits. Section 97.119 requires 
that it must be transmitted in the station 
identification announcement. 

Q. Whose privileges would have 
precedent? 

A. The control operator’s class of 
operator license determines the fre- 
quency bands available to the station. 
See Section 97.301. Section 97.103(a) 
says that the station licensee is responsi- 


ble for the proper operation of the station | - 


in accordance with the FCC Rules. 

Q. What I take from your article 
regarding Field Day is that a licensed 
person can only operate under his 
license privileges when alone, regard- 
less of the club station license, and that 
he may only exceed his license privi- 
leges up to those of the control opera- 
tor who is physically present at the 
operating position. Is this correct? 

A. No, that is not correct. No one is 
authorized to exceed his or her opera- 
tor privileges on Field Day, Groundhog 
Day, Dill Pickle Festival Day or any 
other day. 

Q. Doesn’t the fact that I am sitting 
right next to this person mean I am 


‘the control operator? 


A. No, it doesn’t. The control operator 
of an amateur. station can only be the 
person so designated by the licensee of 
the station under the authority of Section 
97.103(b). 

Q. That is basically unenforce- 


able. If my station is operated with — 


the Extra Class bands and modes, 
who would know who is pushing 
the PTT? 


_ Knoxville Hamfest 
& Electronics Exposition 
ARRL Delta Division Convention 
Sat. June 14, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


Kerbela Temple 
315 Mimosa St ¢ Knoxville, TN 
Info & tickets: www.w4bbb.org 
Dealers ¢ Flea Market ¢ Exams 
Forums ¢ Food Concessions 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


A. You would know, for one. ‘The 
person pushing the PTT would also 
know. You are, presumably, both honor- 
able dependable operators. The extensive 
privileges afforded to our amateur ser- 
vice are attributable to the reputation it 
has earned for self-enforcement. It is 
difficult to imagine why anyone would 
want to damage that. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Check with your 
Double A monitors as to how they do 
it. 

Q. How else could I be in control 
if I were not physically present and 
close? 

A. That would be by remote control. 
See Section 97.3(a)(38). That is where the 
control operator indirectly manipulates 
the operating adjustments in the station 
through a control link to achieve compli- 
ance with the FCC Rules. 

Q. I can attest that thousands of 
Field Day stations are in violation 
every year. This comes from attending 
many Field Day operations where this 
scenario takes place. HW? 

A. Your observation confirms similar 
reports that have arrived here. If accu- 
rate, it means our amateur service is 
turning less legitimate. 

Q. It seems to me that a Field Day 
GOTA station, set up and operated 
in full accordance with the Field 
Day rules, could not legally (in the 
U.S.) meet the objectives of having a 
GOTA station, since the “operators” 
as defined by the contest rules are not 
legal operators by your interpretation 
of FCC rules. Have I misunderstood 
your position? 

A. Obviously, yes, you have reine 
stood. My “position” is that Section 97.7 
means just what it says: “When transmit- 
ting, each amateur station must have a 
control operator. The control operator 


must be a person: 


(a) For whom an amateur operator/pri- 
mary station license grant appears on the © 
ULS consolidated licensee database, or 

(b) Who is authorized for alien recip- 
rocal operation by Section id 107 of 


. this part,” 


W3BE-O-GRAM: Read and heed 
the FCC rules for our amateur service 
as stated in the United States Code of 
Federal Regulations. No contest rules 
can legitimately override them. 

Q. What is the proper procedure to 
allow a visiting General Class ama- 


teur to operate my station in the Extra — 


Z 


Class band? 

A. Your General Class operator visitor 
would have to upgrade his or her operator 
license grant to Amateur Extra Class, as 
required by Section 97.301(b). Next you 
would designate your visitor as the con- 
trol operator of your station as required 
by Section 97.103(b). BE Informed No. 
4 WHICH CALL SIGN, discusses the 
options open to you, depending upon the 
amount of risk you are willing to assume 
for your visitor’s actions. 

Q. If some infraction of the rules 
does occur, who pays? 

A. Section 97.103(a) says that the 
station licensee is responsible for 
the proper operation of the station 
in accordance with the FCC Rules. 
When the control operator is a differ- 
ent amateur operator than the station 
licensee, both persons are equally 
responsible for proper operation of 
the station. Section 97.103(b) says that 
the station licensee must designate 
the station control operator. The FCC 
will presume that the station licensee 
is also the control operator, unless 
documentation to the contrary is in the 
station records. ‘ 

_Q. In the case of a club call, would 
the trustee who may not even be aware 
-or at the scene be liable? 

A. Yes. That’s why it behooves the 
club station license trustee to use good 
judgment in designating each control 
operator of the station. 

-Q. Because only the club call would 
be used, how could we figure out who 
was responsible? 

A. Consult the ULS for the name 
and address of the club station. license 
trustee; that’s the person on the hook. 

Q. What about operating equipment 
that no Ham owns (no station license). 
‘Places like hospitals and EOCs just 
to name a few that come to mind. 
What if the equipment is misaligned 
in some way to cause it to be outside 
of the manufacture specs and there- 
fore outside of the rules. I guess the 


Leonard Nathanson, W8RC. 


control operator would be liable even 
though he is not responsible for the 
maintenance of the station but he is 
the control operator. How? 

A. Whenever you become aware of 
a station transmitting on the amateur 
service bands without the authority of an 
amateur station license grant, call Riley 
at 717-338-2502 pronto. 

Q. [heard at a conference that a RF 
remote control company was switch- 
ing to 433 MHz from 418 MHz. Do 
we share 433 MHz with commercial 
entities? 

A. Yes, if he was referring to the 
433.5-434.5 MHz band authorized to 


intentional radiating devices under 
Section 15.250. Unlike some of our 
other bands, moreover, the amateur and 
amateur-satellite services are authorized 
for the 70 cm band under several sharing 
arrangements. See Section 2.105 for the 
United States Table of frequency allo- 
cations for a lot of information on that 
topic. Otherwise, for just what you need 
to know, see Section 97.301(a). On the 
line for 70 cm, note the paragraph list- 
ings under sharing requirements in the 
far right column: It says to see Section 
97.303(a), (b) and (f). In the latter para- 
graph it is codified that segments of the 
70 cm band-are allocated to the amateur 
service on a secondary basis and the shar- 
ing requirements. 


Appreciation 


Our R&R SuperHam-of-the-Month is 
Leonard Nathanson, W8RC. 

Thank you, Len, for your great support 
and hard work as Vice-President of the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association. 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at 
www.gpoaccess.gov/ecfr/. Click on 
[Title 47] then [Part 97]. Also visit hftp:// 
wireless. fec.gov/ and click on [amateur] 
or [ULS]. Enforcement reports are at 
http://www.fcc.gov/ eb/AmateurActions/ 
welcome.html. 

— Have a question about the amateur 
service rules? Visit http://w3be.home.att. 
net/; or e-mail john@johnston.net. ©& 


SN 


Rodney Dinkins, AC6V 


Rodney Dinkins, 76, died 16 Feb 2008 in Ocean- 
side, CA. Rodney was well known for developing 
and,maintaining the website www.ac6v.com, a refer- 
ence guide and index for Amateur Radio operators 
worldwide. He was also the author of a number of 
Ham Radio books. A native of Canton, Ohio, Rodney 
started listening to shortwave and long-distance AM 
radio broadcast as early as age 12. He joined the 
Navy in. 1951 and left in 1955 as a petty officer first 
class. Rodney began a 35-year career in electronics, 
starting at Goodyear Aircraft in Ohio and ending at 
Hewlett-Packard in Palo Alto, CA. After early retire- 
ment in 1990, Rodney and his wife, Karla, moved to 
Oceanside, CA, where he continued to indulge in 
his passion for Amateur Radio. He was a member of 
the Palomar Amateur Radio Club and enjoyed public 
service work. His survivors include his wife, Karla; 
two sons, Jeff Dinkins of Kansas and Steve Dinkins 
of San Francisco; and two grandchildren. 

— San Diego Union-Tribune 


John Laezza, KB2MQL 


John Laezza died 10 Mar 2008. John was a great 
friend to all who met him. He was always with us 
on the bus trip to the Dayton Hamvention since the 


early 90s. A few of us were able to take advantage of 
his hospitality at his home on the Island of Anguilla 
earlier this year. John will be sorely missed. 

— Michael Di Persio, KC2Q 


Bernard A. Madrick, Jr., WB2GGL 


Bernard “Bernie” Madrick, Jr., 71, died 23 Feb 
2008, at his home in Kansas City, Mo. I met Bernie 
and his brother, David (WB2DZH) in 1962 in New 
York. The month was September, and my Ham 
Radio license had just arrived in the mail. I met 
David on the air and discovered he lived’five blocks 
away. David invited me to see his shack, where 
I also met Bernie. David, Bernie, and I became 
instant pals, and over the years we never lost touch. 
Bernie, more so than his younger brother, and I 
would meet at the local flea markets, LIMARC, 
HOSARC, and more. In 1992, Bernie retired from 
TWA and moved to Kansas City, MO. Even from 
Kansas City, he would return to New York to visit 
his family and friends, and Bernie and I would 
invariably wind up talking about the real glory 
days of Ham Radio and how great it was to have 
a Ham on just about every block of the Big Apple 
at one time long ago. We will all miss you Bernie, 
and thanks for being there. 

— Joe Fairclough, WB2JKJ 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


WorldRadio, May 2008 21 


Ba) DX WORLD Suueuuueeenaes 
mig of the World | 
— Revisited Part Il 


began using LoI'W shortly after it 

was released to the public 2003. 

However, having been over four 
years ago since I applied for my first 
certificate, the process of getting started 
was long forgotten — that was until 
recently. Due to some misfortune of 
my own doing, I found myself needing 
to reapply for my Lol W certificates 
and reacquaint myself with the whole 
setup process. 

Last month I walked you through 
creating an LoIW certificate request, 
sending it to the ARRL and installing 
the “certificate” file sent back by the 
ARRL. This got you to the point of 
having a valid LoI W certificate — half 
of the battle is behind us. 

However, before you can use the cer- 
tificate to sign a log you must first create 
“locations”. This may sound scary, but 
all that we’re doing is telling the TQSL 
program where you were located. This 
is so the other station can receive proper 
credit for things like DXCC entity, state, 
county and even grid square. So let’s 
begin. 


Add location 


Adventure — Travel — Radio 


Casual DXpedition 
For Hams and Families onboard 
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Marc KoPET@arrLpet 206-546-8952 
1525 NW 195" St. #18 oreline, WA 98177 
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Kelly Jones, NOVD 


Add Station Location : 


If you remember, the TQSL instal- 
lation created a new “programs” menu 
called TrustedQSL. Inside this menu 
you found two options, TQSL and 
TQSLCert. Since we have completed 
the certificate process (as discussed 
last month), we’re now interested in the 
TQSL program. Simply navigate to this 
program and start it. We now need to add 
a location (figure 1). Fill in the blanks as 
shown in figure 2. If you are unsure of 
your grid square, ITU or CQ zone, here 
are a couple of places to look. For grid 
square, you can go to www.qrz.com and 
lookup your call — be sure to look under 
“detailed info” to find your grid square 


FingerDimple.com 


Finger Dimple 

The FingerDimple is a precision machined 
self-stick attachment for your tuning knob 
that takes seconds to install. Available in 


black or gray, Thousands $6 fe Pack 
of satisfied customers. 


: Kranker for Yaesu FT-817 
he Kranker solves the tuning knob 
: roblem on the Yaesu FT817 by replacing 
©... the standard knob with a custom made 
B 4 aluminum anodized spinner knob, It’s 
easy to install in minutes with the 


upplied tool all at a $90 with alles 


ery reasonable price wrench 


Velcro® Cable Ties (reusanie) | 
Now you can store rolled up cables and 
wires and organize them behind your station 
or computer desk without a mess, fn tie 


measures 8 inches long $ 5 
and 1/2 inch wide. of 5 


To order visit: FingerDimple.com 
$9121 Cascade Ct., Aurora OH 44202 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


designator. A good ITU zone map can 
be found at http: ‘//www.mapability,com/ 
ei8ic/maps/itu-zone.gif and a good CQ 
zone map can be found at http://www. 
mapability.com/eiSic/maps/cq-zone.gif. 
Unless you live on an island (or used this 
callsign from an IOTA), the IOTA ID can 
be left blank. Click “Next.” 


dd Station Location Z 


Figure 3 


The next pieces of information you 


_ will be asked for is state and country. 


Use the dropdown menus to select this 
information (figure 3). Once you have 
chosen the proper state and country, 
click “Next.” 

The final piece of information you will 
need to provide is a name that allows you 
to recognize this “location.” This can be 
any name but should be descriptive so 
that you can easily identify the location 


_ when it comes time to sign your log. For 


example, I held the callsign KE9KD for 
nearly 20 years. However, I lived in four 
different locations during that time. So 


Add Station Location 


Woodland Park, CO - Home QTH 


I called my first location Washington, 
IL — Home QTH; my second location 
Carbondale, IL — Home QTH; third 
location Springfield, IL — Home QTH; 
and finally Woodland Park, CO — 
Home QTH. I can now easily identify 
each location when I sign my logs, thus 
ensuring the “QSL” information will 
be properly credited should there be a 
match for that QSO (figure 4). Once you 
have given this location a name, click 


“Finish”. Simply repeat these steps to™ 


create a new “location” for each place 
you have lived where the information is 


different. For example, if you have just ' 
- moved across town, it’s unlikely you will 


need a new location. However, if you 
have changed grid squares, moved across 
the state or the country, then you will 
want a new “location” for each of these 
QTHs. Once you have completed all of 
your locations, you can verify them by 
clicking “Station”, then “Edit Locations” 

- and you should see each location you’ve 
created (figure 5). 

We are finally finished with all of 
the necessary setup. While the process 
may seem very cumbersome, walking 
through it step-by-step should prove 
relatively easy. And remember, we only 


Weight] 160 Ibs 
Wind Load] 17.5 sq ft 
Turning Radius | 26 ft : 
Introductory Price | $4295.00 


THE DREAM BEAM 36 


#1 NOVD - Woodland Park, CO - Home QTH 


8 


have to go through the complete setup 
process once. Should you change calls, 
you will just need to request’a certificate 
provided you haven’t moved. If you have 
moved but not changed calls, you only 
need to create a new location. 

Now, on to the fun part — signing a 
log. For the purposes of this discussion, 
I am going to assume you know what 
an ADIF file is and how to export one 
from your logging program. If you do 

not know about ADIF, in simple terms 
it is a universal format used to convey 
QSO information. Nearly every modern 
logging program can export into ADIF 


@40/30M Yagi, 60% of a full 
sized element, but virtually 
equals the performance of 
an identical full sized 
antenna 


@80M fully tunable dipole 
option is available. Adds no 
wind load and has nearly full 
sized performance 


@ The Dream Beam series will 
offer antennas for both 
space limited Hams as well 
as the “Big Guns” who have 
the space and want the very 
best. 
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format. Check your logger’s documenta- 
tion if you are unsure how to export a log. 
The important thing in this process is to 
remember where this file gets exported. 
You will need to find it later! 

Once you have successfully exported 
an ADIF log, we need to “sign” it using 
TQSL before sending it to LoI'W. This 
is a simple step. In the TQSL program, 
click “File”, then “Sign existing ADIF or 
Cabrillo file.’ You will be prompted to 
pick the location to use for these QSOs. 
Highlight the correct location and “OK.” 


This will open a “file chooser” box . 


which will allow you to navigate to your 
ADIF file. Remember, you will need 
to know where your logging program 
exported this file. Highlight the’ ADIF 
file and click “Open.” You will then be 
prompted to provide a file name and 
location. You can accept the defaults 
and save the file — notice that the signed 
ADIF file has a .tq8 file extension. This 
‘ is important as this is the file you will 
be sending to LoI'W. Once your log file 
has finished processing you will see 
something similar to figure 6. 

That’s it — we’re now ready to upload 
the log to LoI'W. This is the easy part. 
Simply create an email addressed to /otw- 
logs@arrl.org. Be sure to attach the above 
tq8 file you just created to this email. If 
everything goes well you should receive an 
email reply with information about your 
submission similar to the following: 

Processing file NOVD— 
ARRLSSB2008.tq8 

2008-03-15 18:18:32 LOTW_QSO: Pro- 
cessing file: NOVD-ARRLSSB2008.tq8 

2008-03-15 18:18:32 LOTW_QSO: 
Certificate found for NOVD - UNITED 
STATES (291) 

2008-03-15 18:18:34 LOTW_QSO: 
Successfully processed 578 QSO records 
in 2.086417 seconds 

2008-03-15 18:18:34 LOTW_QSO: No 
errors encountered 

This says you have successfully 


uploaded 578 QSOs, but didn’t have any ~ 


matches. After a successful upload of a 
log that has matches to other data in the 
system, this is the sort of message you 
will receive: 

The Logbook of the World system 
response to your message follows: 

2008-03-15 20:55:36 LOTW_QSO: 
Certificate found for NOVD - UNITED 
STATES (291) 
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CW Skimmer in action. 


2008-03-15 20:56:30 LOTW_QSO: 
Successfully processed 1034 QSO 


records in 24.1332 seconds 
2008-03-15 20:56:30 LOTW_QSO: 


424 QSL records entered 


2008-03-15 20:56:30 LOTW_QSO: 
No errors encountered 


RFI Filters 


Safeguard your hi-power operations 
Hi-Q Common-mode Filters (CMF): 
Trusted by many hams world-wide 
since 1988. Broad-band(1.5-250MHz) 
att 6OdB for 1.8-7GMHz operations, 
F+6m Rigs and Amps. 250w: 
$104.95 Skw: $1446.95 RF inquiry 


Low pass Filter (LPF): Fabricated 
from 2 internal Al die-casts for 
sharp and exceptional attenuation. 
| 120dB att, 3kw key down. Double 

| shielding structure. HF(DC-3OMHz} 
i $182.95 HF+Em(DC-S4MHz): 
$162.95 SAGAMI ENG MFG 


Ferrite Cores, 31 Material: & new 
material designed specifically for RFI 
suppression applications covering very 
"broad frequency range of 1-1.000 

© MHz. Fitting cable diemeter 0.5": $4.45 
4.0°°$15.95 Fair-Rite 


www.RPohoke.com info: (845) 255-0524 OLYMPIX 
275 MainSt. New Patz, MY 12554 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


This indicates that of your 1034 QSO 
records, you matched 424 QSL records. 
Translated — you don’t have to send 
paper QSL cards for those 424 contacts! 

And there you have it. You are now 
set up to use Logbook of the World and 
processed your first log! While looking 
at this in black and white you may be 
thinking to yourself that “this is really 
complicated”. But trust me, if you take a 
minute or two and walk through the steps 
I think you will find it’s not that difficult. 
I realize it may be hard to overcome 
some preconceived notions about Lol W, 
but if you give it a chance I believe it will 
be very rewarding for you. 


CW Skimmer 


As somewhat of a sucker for gadgets, 
I am intrigued by a piece of software 
written by Alex Shovkoplyas, VE3NEA, 
called CW Skimmer. In simple terms, 
CW Skimmer is a program that “looks” 
at a chunk of spectrum and decodes 
all of the CW signals in that piece of 
bandwidth. Early on, I saw this software 
being debated on the contest reflectors 
as to whether or not using CW Skimmer | 
was “assisted” or “unassisted.” 

My friend Scott Robbin, W4PA, is well 
known in the contesting arena. However, 
occasionally he touches on DXing as it 


relates to contests. In Scott’s blog, he 


pointed out something that I had not 


‘considered when it came to the use of 


CW Skimmer. : 

“T had a conversation half telephone/ 
half email with a hardcore DXer today 
that ended with him emailing mea chart 
from CW Skimmer showing VP6DX’s 
pileup on 160 Meters. Talk about revo- 
lutionizing DX operation — all a DXpe- 
ditioner need do is have the Skimmer 
running, and just respond to any callsign 
found on the screen. You could literally, 
given the right size pileup, maximize 
time frame for making contacts by 
responding continuously to callsigns 
seen on the screen. 

“You could easily envision a sequence. 
The graphic I looked at has 18 callsigns - 
visible in the Skimmer on the pileup. 
All you have to do is send N2RKU 
SNN (return repOrt) K7LJS SNN (return 
report) K4TCG S5NN (return report). No 
“TU” or nothing required. Just a con- 
tinuous stream of visible callsigns. And 


\ 


} _ See us at Dayto 
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IC-R20 Wide Band Receiver 


¢ Wide RX 150-3304 mHz* 
° SSB, CW, AM, FM, WFM 


° 32mb digital recorder 4 
¢ 1,000 memories MA 40 
¢VSC * 100 ch/sec. scanning 40' Tubular Tower 
Call For Latest 
Pricing! 
Now with 12m IG-RS wide Band Receiver 65" Tubular Tower 
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*816-901.995 MHz blocked; unblocked versions 
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for the {C-R3 is 900-1300 MHz & 2250-2450 MHz 
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Optional at Great Prices! 


Rotor Base 
Call For Latest 
Pricing! 


KAM XL 


¢ DSP modem offers great performance 

on Packet 300/1200,G-tor,Pactor, Amtor,PSK-31 
¢ RTTY, Navtex, ASCII, Wefax, CW, 

GPS NMEA-0183 and more! 


Call Now For Special Pricing! 


KPC-3 Plus/KPC-961 2 Plus Detailed iidiaiitedinay shows time, time zone, 
| 2 ST sun position and day of the week at a glance for 


High-performance, low power TNC. Anan : : teh 
: y place in the world.Continuously moving 

Great for packet, and APRS compatible. , areas of day and night change as you watch. : 

Call For Special Low Price! - ¢ Mounts easily on wall. Size: 34 1/2" x 22 1/2". All US Towers shipped by truck; 


Reg $1595 SALE $1 299.95 freight charges additional 


given the LID propensity of people to 
keep calling when the DX is responding, 
all this does is propagate the Skimmer 
window with more fodder for the DX 
station (ironic thought: does this mean 
the guys operating worse would have 
an improved shot at getting through the 
pileup? The mind BOGGLES.)” 

_ I started thinking about this. Skimmer 
changes the face of pile-ups. The DX could 
simply look at the screen and just start ram- 
bling off calls. And to think of rewarding 
constant callers with a QSO! This slaps 
in the face of good operating procedure! 
But think of it, if Skimmer can display a 
slew of calls, what’s to say he shouldn’t 
answer many at once? I’ve heard stories of 
the “legendary” Don Miller being able to 
copy multiple calls in his head and replying 
to several guys at once. Could this be the 
technological equivalent? 

Honestly, I’m not sure what to think of 
this technology, but it’s very intriguing. 
Check it out for yourself at http://www. 
dxatlas.com/CwSkimmer/. 


Kosovo and Adding New 
Countries to DXCC 


There has been quite a bit of discussion 
over the recent separation of Kosovo and 
whether or not it will be added to the 
DXCC list. Bill Moore, NCIL, ARRL’s 
DXCC manager recently stated the fol- 
lowing to help clear up the confusion. 

“Naturally there are many questions 
about the DXCC status of Kosovo, and 
whether or not it will be added to the 
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DXCC list. The DXCC rules, which were 
modified in 2000 to better handle inclu- 
sion to DXCC, are clear on how additions 
can be made: 

For inclusion in the DXCC List, condi- 
tions as set out below must be met. Listing 
is not contingent upon whether operation 
has occurred or will occur, but only upon 
the qualifications of the Entity. 


Political Entities, Geographical Enti- 


ties, Special Areas 

#1, Political Entities is the category 
with which we are concerned with 
respect to Kosovo. 

1. Political Entities: 

Political Entities are those areas which 
are separated by reason of government or 
political division. They generally contain 


_ an indigenous population which is not 


predominantly composed of military or 
scientific personnel. 

An Entity will be added to the DXCC 
List as a Political Entity if it meets one 
or more of the following criteria: 

a) The entity is a UN Member State. 

b) The entity has been assigned a 
callsign prefix bloc by the ITU. (The 
exceptions to this rule are international 
organizations, such as the UN and ICAO. 
These Entities are classified under Spe- 


cial Areas, 3.a); and Ineligible Areas, ° 


4.b).) A provisional prefix bloc assign- 
ment may be made by the Secretary 


~ General of ITU. Should such provisional 


assignments not be ratified later by the 


full ITU, the Entity will be removed 
from the DXCC List. 

c) The Entity contains a permanent 
population, is administered by a local 
government, and is located at least 800 
km from its parent. To satisfy the “per- 
manent population” and “administered 
by a local government” criteria of this 
sub-section, an Entity must be listed 
on either (a) the U.S. Department of 
State's list of “Dependencies and Areas 
of Special Sovereignty” as having a 
local “Administrative Center,’ or (b) 
the United Nations list of “Non-Self- 
Governing Territories.” 

New Entities satisfying one or more 
of the conditions above will be added to 
the DXCC List by administrative action 
as of their “Event Date.” 

So, Kosovo will be added to the DXCC 
list if it becomes a member of the UN, 
or (2), if it receives a prefix bloc from 
the ITU. The third condition does not 
apply. The date upon which either (a) or 
(b) occurs will be the event date. 

— That’s it for this month's column. I 
look forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your mind. 
Thanks to the ARRL for providing addi- 
tional information. If you have any DX 
information you would like announced, 
please send the information at least two 
months in advance to nOvd@dxcentral. 
com. Until next time, see youin pileups! 


- ~N@VD 
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OSL MANAGERS (a> 


CALL MANAGER 


.CALL MANAGER 


3A/EAIDVY 
EAIDVY 
3W2TXR JA2TXR 
3Z1BUM . SQ9UM 
4L1MA ON4RU 
4S7BRG HB9BRM 
4U1UN  HB9BOU 
S5HIHD OKIHDU 
S5N8NDP __IK5JAN 
5WIVE  DL9OHCU 
5X1NH G3RWF 
5Z4HW DL7DF 
6W2SC _—_ HA3AUI 
6Y1V | OH3RB 
TX5JF DJ8QP 
7Z\HL DJ9ZB 
TZASJ EA7FTR 
-7Z1UG DG1XG 
8J3GOSE | JA3ZNJ 
8P9IG NNIN 
8PORY AA6YQ 
8RIPW G3SWH 
8S@PSK SM@KCR 
9A7T@LPC 9ATKM 
9A73AA 9A2AA 
9K2PL. EA5KB 
-OK2YM EASKB 
9K47NLD 9K2HN 
9LIBTB  SP7BTB 
9M6XRO MSAAV 
9Q1TB SMS5DIZ 
9Q1EK SMS5DIZ 
A7IEM — _EA7FTR 
AT7ICT EA7FTR 
AI4GN/AH® 
7K3BKY 
AOIWAP —_EAICS 
C21DL DJ2EH 
C4EURO 5B4AGC 
C6AGU HAT7RY 
C9IR CTIBXT 
CN2XW G5XW 
CN3A © WIJ 
CN8YZ  EA7FTR 
CN8IG EA7FTR 
CN8KD EASXX 
CN8SG _EA7FTR 
CN8YE  EA7FTR 
CO2WF NIKI 


CO7EH AD4C 
CO7PH W3HNK 
CO8TW = =HB9SVT_ 
CP6XE IK6SNR 
Crore DJ6QT 
CV5K CX2ABC 
DA@ANT  DC2SF 
DM8@@BFD 
DL3JVN 


DR25RIN DL80BQ 
ES51WWA = AD7AF 
EA8/OH6L OH2BYS 


EESE K1DG 
EF5K EASKB 
EGSY EASCY ” 
EG7DCA EAT7URS 
EK3AA IK2QPR 
EK3GM _IK2QPR 
EK6DM = DK6CW 
_EK6TA DJ@MCZ 
ES9@E ESSJR 
ES9@M ES1QD 
ES9@X ES7FU 
ET3JA OK3AA 
EVSIPY EW4IDP 
EY8MM KIBV 
FJ/SP3IPB  SP3IPB 


FJ/SP6IXF SP6IXF 


FJ/SP7VC SP7VC 
FK8DD LZIJZ 
FK8GX W3HNK 
FRSEZ F8CHM. 
GBO@ANT M3ZYZ 
GJ2A K2WR 
GM7V °© M@CMK 


H7/IV31YH IK2ILH 
HA8@@LP HA@LP 
HA8@@MO 
HA@MO 
HA8@ONAR 
HA@NAR 
HA8@1CW HAICW 
HA8@2ERO 
HA2ERO 
HA8@6NF HA6NF 
HA8@MRASZ 
HAIDAE 
HB@/NO@MX 
DJ2MX 


Our thanks to Don Johnson. The truth a bery' 


Scorpion Antennas 

4602 E. Molly Lane, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
623/326-8780 
scorpionantennas@cox.net 
www.scorpionantennas.com 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER 
HB9ICE HB9BHY LY9@CM. LYICM SU9HP SC6A V44KJ WB2TSL 
HC2SL EASKB LYI@FW LY1FW SY2V SV2GJV V49A V44NK’ 
HC2AQ EASKB LY9O@M LY3M T320U N70U V55SRT IZ8EDJ 
HG1848Il . HA3HK LY9@MM .. LY2MM T32YA W7YAQ VA2WAP VE2LHP 
HI3C ON4IQ LYIGQ LY4Q T32Z K3IRV VA3AAO + VE3XN 
HI3T ON4IQ LYIO@W LY3W T99D DJ2MX VA3WAP VA3NQ 
HR9/WQ7R ~~ AI4U LY9@X LY3X ANGPAR TA2MW VATA AW VE7IG 
HS@AC HS@ZFZ LYI@Y LY2CY TM@ANT F6KDF VP6DX DL6LAU 
IA@ANT IOYKN LZ@S5SANT © LZ3SM TMIANT F5SIH VP8DIF DJ9ZB 
IA@IPY IOYKN LZ@8IPY LZ3SM TMIR F6K VP VP8DLG DL2AH 
IA3GM IV3LNQ LZ13@LO: LZIKZA TM20FL FSKFL VU2BMS DL2GAC 
INANT IZIGJK MJ@AWR ..»; K2WR TM5H F4ABC W7G W7BJIN 
II2ANT I2JJR N2D N2MFT TMSICE FS5SIL WH2D K3U0C 
IIZEFA IW2MNO NST/ANT | WSBOS TM6M . F4DXW XU7ACY W2EN 
II3ANT IZ3DBA OLS5COTA | OK2SJI TM8ANT F8DVD XU7XRO MSAAV 
IISANT IZSBTC OY3QN_ ‘'OZIACB TOSA FSVHJ YB4IPY IOYKN 
IO2ZANT I2AZ P4@LE K2LE TR8CA F6CBC YE2IPY YB2TJV 
104T IZ4JMA PJ4/K2NG UE3YAR/P YQ2ANT YO2BP 
IO4WAP IK4QIB WA2NHA MM@®DFV YU8/OH2R OH2BN 
IPOANT IZ@OHAM PJ40 N4GG UK8FF W3HNK Y U8BH VKIAA 
IPOWAP IWICYZ R3ANT RN3ANT UN3M EA7FTR ZD7X WOMM 
IQ8IPY IK8WEJ R6ANT UA6HPR UN7QF EX2A ZD8RH G4DBW 
IR@ANT IK@JFS SO@IMZ EAIBT V26F WIMD ZF2AH W6VNR 
IR@IPY IZOHTW SB16580Z SK7JC V31IZ/p NN7A ZF2NE W5ASP 
IRIANT ILHY W SC16580Z. SK7BQ V31IMN DF8AN ZPOR ZP5AZL 
IR2WAP IK2FIQ SK16580Z . SK7BQ V31TP WCOW ZP9EH KSWW 
IR8PS I8ACB ST2BSS ST2M V31YN/P DJ4KW ZV8M PT20P 
IR8SWAP IK8WEJ 
IU8ANT I8QJU 
J2OMB F4FMI QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
J28JA FSJFU | AD7AF Richard L Lemke, P.O. Box 1038, Ocean Park, WA 98640, USA 
J2800 K2PF DJ2EH Dieter, Hornburger, Grabengasse 7, 96185 Schoenbrunn, Germany 
J37LR VE3EBN DL6LAU_ Carsten Esch, Drosselweg 3, 21376 Salzhausen, Germany 
ae sates 3 DLO9HCU Udo Moeller, Mienenbuettel 4, 21629 Neu Wulmstorf, Germany 
J79OXBI SMSFWW G3SWH © Phil Whitchurch, 21 Dickensons Grove, Congresbury, Bristol, 
J7DX W9IU BS49 5HQ, UK 
JA6WEM/HC5 K2PF Ralph G. Fariello, 23 Old Village Rd, Hillsborough, NJ 
JA6VU 08844-4008, USA 

K4A K6EID K3IRV Irving L. Mc Wherter, 11910 Coronada Place, Kensington, MD 
K9A/ANT  K9PPY 20895-2323, USA , 
KGOWTW/KH2 N7OU William J. Vanderheide, 333 NW 9th Ave Apt 913, Portland, OR 

wey 97209, USA 
eae iyi NN7A Art Phillips, P.O. Box 73, Eckert, CO 81418, USA 
LR2F LU2FA - OH2BN _ Jarmo J. Jaakola, Kiilletie 5 C 30, Helsinki 00710, Finland 
LX7I LX2A T6LAA Ross Ballantyne, P.O. Box 99, World Trade Centre, Victoria 8005, 
LY9@A LY227 Australia 
LYI@BY LY3BY W7YAQ_ Robert S. Norin, P.O. Box 2188, Sisters, OR 97759, USA 
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


ollowing a presentation for a radio 
Bes where I touted all the rea- 

sons for gathering gear and being 
ready, a fellow posed a unique question. 
He asked: “What do you do between 
emergencies?” Great question, and it got 
me thinking. What I discovered with 
my introspection was that perhaps I’ve 
become too focused on one narrow (but 
important) facet of Amateur Radio. Just 


what do I do between emergencies? It’s . 


not like I live in a fire station where I can 
clean and polish big red trucks. I have to 
work a 40-hour-a-week job which pre- 
vents me from attending training classes 
on a regular basis. What I found is that 
I spend a severe amount of time fiddling 
with antennas, batteries, power supplies, 
field rations and getting gear ready for 
what? It’s not as if I respond to an emer- 
gency daily, weekly or even monthly. 

Then there’s the expense. You and I 
justify spending what could be a lot of 
money by saying “it’s for emergency 
radio.” I found a couple of antennas and 
magnetic mounts at a local surplus store 
and, of course, I added them to my gear. 
As I put them in the collection it occurred 
to me that there were more antennas and 
magnetic mounts than I would ever use 
or could ever fit on top of our vehicles 
(all of which have a grundle of antennas 
already). I guess I would loan them to 
others if needed but I have collected a 
lot of stuff! 

Then there was the great deal on the 
50-amp power supply. It had a dent and 
was marked down significantly — but 
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Having Fun 


Jerry Wellman, W7SAR 


how many power supplies does one 
need? Can you have enough? My wife 
(the voice of sanity in our family) thinks 
we’ve hit the tipping point — and I’m 
starting to agree. 

The positive side is we’re well prepared. 
The negative side is that it seems to 
occupy a lot of time and effort that may 
prevent me from “smelling the roses” and 
enjoying other aspects of the hobby. I also 
tend to associate with other like-minded 
Amateur Radio operators and I may be 
missing meeting folk that are into DX, 
television, CW and other specialties. 

A fellow took me to task this past week 
when I was asking for input to an emer- 
gency radio plan. He said there are a lot 
of operators that are not ARES members 
that have good ideas, and “you would do 
a lot for Ham Radio by asking their opin- 
ion.” In short, by focusing on emergency 
operators I’m missing the perspective 
of, perhaps, well-rounded operators. 
While I viewed myself as friendly to all 
that makes up Amateur Radio, my good 
friend pointed out that others don’t share 
that view. With that in mind, I asked the 
input of a cross-section of Operators and 
was thrilled with the response. Several 
simply said “thanks” for being included 
and others were more vocal and excited 
to be included. 

One operator said that in a dozen or 
more years as a licensed operator it was 
the FIRST time anyone had even asked 
or invited her to participate in emergency 
operations of any kind. All of those I 
asked contributed great ideas and aspects 


Pacific Antenna 
PAC-12 


Portable antenna kits, 
parts and accessories 


www.pacificantenna.com 


1196 Phillips Court 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


I had not considered. 

I was both humbled and excited. I have 
learned that a great many operators might 
like to be involved but need someone to 
simply ask them to come and participate. 
I have learned that emergency operators 
do NOT have the market cornered on 
preparedness — there are a lot of people 
with wisdom and common sense and can 
contribute. I'll still remain focused on 
emergency preparedness and probably 
continue to gather more antennas and gear 
until our home overflows, however I do 
think I will try to have a little fun between 
emergencies and attend more non-ARES 
events. Who knows, I might even ac Dx 
one of these days. 


Responding 

It’s important to keep in contact while 
responding or when on scene. I’ve added 
to my briefing checklist a caution to 
remain on the assigned frequency when 
an operator is deployed. If the station on 
scene is to be on a specific frequency or 
repeater that’s where they need to stay. | 

Let’s say 1am responding toa flooding ~ 
scene and am told to set up an HF-SSB 
link on 7268.5 kHz. The folks at home 
expect to find me there and are monitor- 
ing there for me, It’s my lifeline if] get in 
trouble. If I decide that 75 Meters is better 
suited, that’s OK as long as I tell the folk 
listening for me. But shame on me if I 
just decide to change frequencies and not 
coordinate the change. I’ve affected my” 
ability to communicate and J am causing 
volunteers to waste time listening to a 
frequency that I’m no longer using. 


How much stuff? ei 


On a communications blog one.opera- 
tor asked a simple question: What do 
you carry in your go-bag? The responses 
quickly evolved into: “I can carry more 
stuff than you can!” In reading some of 
the lists I wondered what kind of large 
SUV various folk used and considered 
that some must have to tow a large 
trailer as well. Some operators claimed 


they carry a large amount of test and 
repair gear including some name-brand 
(and expensive) SWR meters and stuff 
normally found (and needed) only in 
_ the shop. 

One operator listed all of the tools he 
carried and many were so-specialized I 
wondered how many situations he’d need 
these items. And then there were several 
operators who carried large deep-cycle 
batteries and huge amounts of wire and 
coax, not to mention portable towers and 
antennas. One person said he carried a 
box of various cellular phone chargers “‘in 
case other responders had phones but no 
way to recharge them.” This, I believe, is 
way beyond the role of emergency com- 
municator! I did contribute the need for 
a single item that no one else had listed. 
This item has proven itself critical for me 
on more than one occasion and it’s an item 
Inever leave home without. What, you 
ask, could be so crucial yet not mentioned 
by others contributing to the blog? I carry 
a small roll of toilet tissue in my bail-out 
bag. It has been most needed in some very 
time-critical events. i 

Another blog was discussing how 
people managed to install radios in 
today’s vehicles. The photo that puzzled 
me the most was one of a late-model 
SUV with no passenger front seat. A 
radio rack had been installed in its place. 
I don’t mind putting a few holes in my 
now-aging Ford Explorer but taking out 
a front seat? 

_ Some of these blogs reminded me of 
my earlier years as a newly licensed EMT. 
I drove atiny American Motors Gremlin. 
I carried a folding stretcher and a huge 
assortment of medical gear. In the several 
years I faithfully carried this stuff I cannot 
remember a single time the stretcher came 
in handy. The medical stuff was often 
used but never for emergencies — more 
often my mom needed a bandage for my 
younger brother or sister for routine inju- 
ries around the house. I’m not saying we 
(radio operators) need to be unprepared, 
only that we use common sense. There are 
few situations that require us to be first 
responders and provide the whole field 
communications setup including a fully- 
equipped repair facility. If you actually 
have a first responder role, you should 
be so prepared. For a great many of us 
the need is less a first responder role and 
more of a support role. It’s not as impor- 


tant that we carry everything but that we 
bring what’s needed. We may want to 
consider having gear at home organized 


_ so that we could grab only what works 


for a particular event. In my earlier years 
I realize it took me a lot of time to find 
gear when my vehicle was stuffed to the 
brim. I’d have to unload everything and 
find something (like the VHF radio or a 
screwdriver) commonly used and then 
reload all of the seldom-used gear. And 
you know that repacking gear in wind/ 
rain/snow isn’t as fun or efficient as load- 
ing it in the comfort of a warm summer 
day or in a garage! 

My own bail-out bag of gear has now 
morphed into two bags of radios and 
batteries and material'I might really use 
on short notice. I’ve stopped carrying the 
portable tower, beam, connectors, anten- 
nas, hundreds of feet of coax, batteries 
and extra radios that seldom, if ever, were 
needed. I’ve compared notes with other 
operators who have some on-scene expe- 
rience and learned what worked well and 
what wasn’t needed. I have my gear boxed 
and labeled (at home) so I can select what 
works for the assignment and it makes 
it quicker to respond and I notice I can 
get set up faster by NOT having to sort 
through boxes and boxes of extra stuff. 
And with today’s price of fuel, I hate to 
consider what it costs in hauling around 
extra poundage I’d not need. 

As always, your needs vary and your 
situations differ. I would suggest you 
evaluate what is needed and what you 
have never needed and plan accordingly. 
One of the best EmComm gatherings 
I attended was a discussion about what 


works well in a response and what 
doesn’t. For what I paid for my Bird watt- 
meter and service monitor, I’m not taking 
them into the field! I'll tune my radios and 
check my antennas before I go and use the 
cheap $20 SWR meter if I need a quick 
(and close) field measurement. 


Just wondering 


I was just wondering. You know, one 
of those days when you’re trying to avoid 
doing something constructive and your 
mind wanders. Why don’t they (who ever 
they are) make coax in colors? Like you, 
I have a lot of black coax, thin and thick. 
Talso have a little bit of white RG-58 that 
came from a marine-band antenna. And 
then there is a short run of yellow coax I 
found attached to a field survey antenna 
that I presume is 50-ohm, but I’m not 
sure. I did find a roll of off-brand RG-58 
that is dark blue. But why not bright 
orange or green or red? I’m sure a lot of 
emergency communications folk would 
invest in brightly colored coax. It would 
make it safer when you cover walkways 
with antenna feeds. You could organize 
your field gear so that UHF was green, 
VHF was orange, HF was red and special 
stuff continues as black. This not the kind 
of emergency radio issues that keep me 
awake at night but still. . . 1 wonder why 
they don’t? 

Until next month, best wishes from Salt 


Lake City! 


— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O, Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147, or by 


sending e-mail to: jw@desnews.com © 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


WorldRadio, May 2008 29 


he) FM, VHF, & REPS 
ee West 


Bill Pasternak, WAOI TF 


Fitting Digital Voice into 
an Analog World 


that the VHF and UHF radio 
gear you bought last week or last year 
is not going to become obsolete over- 
night. However, the digitalization of 
the entire hobby — including VHF/ 
UHF relay operations will happen as an 
“evolutionary process’ not a revolution- 
ary one. Think in terms of a decade or 
two — not a year or two. 

As previously stated by this scribe, 
the only reason that D-Star is the likely 
successor to analog FM is because it 
is the only major player. Yes, there is 
APCO P25. And yes, Alinco is using 
TV.32 digital audio protocol. And yes, 
individuals are trying to develop their 
own. But none of these have any real 
user base because there is no relatively 
inexpensive, off-the-shelf gear that a 
Ham can buy, take home, power up 
and operate. 

Quickly reviewing for those who 


ontinuing from our March |_ 
column, let me begin by saying _ 


missed the last column, here’s where - 


the Ham Radio supply industry is at 
this point in time. There are four rec- 
ognized major sources of Ham Radio 
gear for VHF/UHF use. 

e Alinco: It has a plug-in board for 
most of its radios that uses TV.32 
CODEC technology. Digital generated 
in the radio. No repeaters or associ- 
ated gear and nobody else supporting 
this protocol. All radios are backward 
compatible and operate analog FM 

¢ Icom: A full line of D-Star and 
D-Star upgradeable user radios plus 


D-Star repeaters and everything needed 


to link. Icom also hosts networking and 

linking servers. Digital generated/in the 
radio. All radios are backward compat- 
ible to analog FM operation. 

e Kenwood: The company seems to 
have a D-Star radio as seen on some 
websites, but has steadfastly refused 
to introduce it outside of the domestic 
market in Japan. Worldwide it appears 
to be placing its digital future on analog 
FM radios that provide Echolink Sysop 
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K6VGP holding a cut ice block. 


mode rather than bringing a true digital 
radio to the marketplace. All radios are, 


~ obviously, upscale analog FM sets and 


therefore backward compatible. 

e Yaesu: For several years it has been 
placing its digital future ona company- 
developed Internet repeater linking 
system it calls WIRES II. A quick look 
at how the WIRES II system works 
reveals that its analog user radios to a 
repeater that ties to a Yaesu interface 
and then to the Internet. Not all that dif- 
ferent from Echolink. Again, all radios 
are analog FM so they are compatible 
with all other manufacturers. 

So, discounting that minority of 
experimenters playing with converted 
commercial P25 radio gear, the point 
of commonality for communications 
among today’s VHF/UHF Hams is 
good old analog FM. And while D-Star 
is likely to keep growing, it is not going 
to replace FM for quite a while. This 
could change if Alinco, Kenwood and 
Yaesu jump into the D-Star camp, 
but knowing the lead time needed to 
develop an equipment line, it would not 
happen overnight. Think “evolution” 
rather than “revolution.” 

Take a closer look at both D-Star 
radios from Icom and TV.32 sets from 
Alinco. Both are also full-feature 
analog FM. While the advertising may 
say that this makes them backward 
compatible, from a business point of 
view it’s.called hedging ones bets. In 
other words, if Hams had shown no 
interest in digital audio at this time, 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


they would not be stuck with an inven- 

tory of non-salable equipment. While 

manufacturers want to develop and sell 

all of us the ‘latest and greatest’ they 

do not want to alienate their customer . 
base with equipment that cannot com- 

municate with those Hams who have 

older gear or other brands. 

Be it D-Star, TV.32. P25, or what 
have you: Digital voice will not be a 
true player in the world of Amateur 
Radio until suppliers decide on a single 
protocol. With each manufacturer 
going in divergent directions from all 
the others this does not seem likely to 
happen any time soon, if for no other 
reason than the operational mindset of 
each of the companies and others that 
might decide to enter the digital voice 
Ham Radio race. Until the “Big-4” 
sit down at a table and choose one 
protocol, it is going to remain a horse 
race with Icom leading the pack and 
the rest not even interested in playing 
catch-up. 

Timeline: I do not own a cya ball 
so this is an educated guess. Based on 
what’s happening in radio sales and 
requests for coordination of digital 
repeaters, a trend toward conversion. 
to digital is starting to take root. 
But just like the old days when the — 
first repeaters were AM rather than 
FM. (yes — the first repeaters of the 
late 1950s and early 1960s were AM 
because all operation was AM) when 
the conversion from AM to FM began, | 
it did not happen overnight. The fact is 
that the last AM repeater in the coun- 
try — WA6TDD — which was both 
simultaneous AM and FM — did not 
drop the AM portion of its operation 
until 1973. That’s about 12 years after 
it came on the air. . 

On HF, the shift from AM to SSB 
also took close to a decade. Again, 
mainly because Hams had an invest- 
ment in AM that they did not want to 
lose. In both cases, it was as older AM 
gear died that most Hams bought their 
first SSB or FM rigs. And I suspect that 
the same will be the case as we move 
from analog to digital. “Evolutionary” 


change not “revolutionary” change — 


unless other mitigating factors enter. 

What are those other factors? First, the 
FCC could decree to us, as they did to TV 
broadcasters, that by a certain date: we 
must all be digital. The chances of this 
happening are little to none. Government 
bureaucrats want to see all wireless in 
digital format for reasons few can under- 
stand, but it’s not likely that they will be 
ordering hobbyists to go digital. 

The other variable is the equipment 
supply industry. If they were to settle 
on a single digital standard and stop 
including analog FM, then all bets 
would be off. But there is no way in 
the foreseeable future,that this is going 
to happen. There is just to much com- 
petition for your and my dollars and 
nobody is going to unilaterally walk 
away from the FM “cash cow” and take 
the chance that their “pet digital mode” 

_1s going to put all their competition out 
of business. Folks, that’s just not the 
way it works in today’s marketplace. 

Unless we see a rash of new digital 
VHF and UHF products at the Dayton 
Hamvention and all using the exact 
same protocol, the so-called “Big-4” 
will likely continue moving in diver- 
gent directions with only two of the 
four supplying radios that generate a 
digital signal in the radio. While there 
is always the possibility of Alinco, 
Kenwood and Yaesu joining the D-Star 
camp, it does not seem very likely at 
this point in time 

To wrap it all up: I would not look 
for analog FM on VHF/UHF (nor SSB 

- voice on HF) to start to disappear any- 
time soon. You may notice more digital 
voice operation over the next five years 
but more likely a decade will go by 
before you one day say to yourself: 
“-hmmm. Whatever happened to the 
WA9??? repeater that used to be on 
146.01/.61? All I hear now is noise.” 
And that’s definitely going to be the 
time that most Hams will be ready to 
buy their first digital radio and by then 
the radios will cost a lot less than they 
do today. 

I hope this puts it all into proper 
perspective for you. And once again 
- remember that change in Ham Radio 
is rarely revolutionary. More often than 
- not itis evolutionary. It rarely happens 
overnight and even when it does there 
will always be those who operate the 


legacy modes left behind because this 
is a part of the tradition of our hobby. 


That Final Item 
That’s right, and it is a very special 
guest because he is one of the real 
pioneers of link repeaters in the United 
States. His name is Dick McKay, his 


call is K6VGP, he’s a Los Angeles Cali-. 


fornia area resident and when he retired 
a few years ago, Dick was a Captain 
of the Boeing 747-400 jetliner. In his 
spare time he designed and built an 
intertied repeater system that he named 
the Disaster Amateur Radio Network. 
And once in a while a piece of radio 
gear at an isolated mountaintop radio 
site requires attention. So it was when 
a 2-meter transmitter at his site on Mt. 
Disappointment failed. I'll let Dick tell 
the rest of the tale: 


A Trip to the Site By 
Dick McKay, K6VGP 
Last February, Michael Barry, 


KI6GTH, and I headed out for Mt. 


Disappointment to repair the inter- 
mittent 2M audio. The road to Mt. 
Disappointment is a paved road, but 
is located behind a locked gate, and is 
never plowed or sanded. 

After we got through the gate, the 
road appeared to be in sort of OK 
shape. There were many rocks on the 
road that had fallen from the hill above, 
but my R Class Benz has air suspension 


and is able to lift about 4 inches, and 


also has full time four-wheel drive, so 
that was no problem. 

After we got past the part of the road 
I suspected would be the most problem- 
atic, I gave it some more throttle, and 
off we went ..... about 3/4 of the way 
through it. Even with the added height 


the car had high centered on the snow, — 


which turned out to be deeper and much 
harder than éxpected. Well, there we 
sat. The snow was holding the weight 
of the car and the wheels were not get- 
ting enough traction to move us back. 
The good news is that we were above 
the clouds and it was warm. 

Michael is an old Boston man, so we 
started to use his expertise to start to 
dig out. It became clear that this took 
more tools than our hands or the sticks 
we could find, so we reconnoitered, and 
found a metal sign that we took off its 


post to use for a shovel, and scoop for 
sand to go beneath the wheels. We used 
the sign to cut segments into the snow 
and lift the blocks out one at a time to 
clear a path for the car to back over 

The sign became a knife to make 
vertical cuts into the hard pack snow 
creating individual blocks we could 
lift out one at a time. We then used 
sticks to clear as much as we could 
under the car itself, and used the sign to 
take loose gravel and put near the tires 
for traction. It took about an hour, and 
three attempts, but we got out. 

After the Mt D. failed attempt we 
drove over to Mt. Wilson and repaired 
the hum problem on the 2M transmit- 
ter, so I suspect that the Mt Wilson 2M 
transmitter will become the default 2M 
transmitter in use. 

As far as the intermittent 2M receive 
audio on Mt. Disappointment, even 
though we did not get there yesterday, 
we have not heard that problem again, . 
as of late last night. . 

Sometimes I think repeaters have an 
electronic awareness. It knew we were 
coming up to do battle with it and we 
scared it into behaving. Actually if it 
does work OK, I have a theory why, and 
it is related to using the Mt. Wilson 2M 
transmitter, and thus when the Mt. D. 
2M transmitter is not used, the current 
draw is lower and the voltage is enough 
higher to allow the relay that passes the 
2M audio to fully close. 

I have some doubts, but it is a good 
idea .... we will see today for the PARC 
and QCWA Nets, and tomorrow for the 
ARES net ... Wish us luck! If that is 
NOT the case, it ill be a while before 
the snow melts, or we need a really high 
clearance 4WD vehicle to get up there 
ee and take a shovel... 

(Note: By the time you read this, all 
the snow will be gone from the road up 
to Mt. Disappointment and K6VGP’s 
wayward 2M audio should be fixed.) 

See you in July with a report on 
VHF and UHF at the 2008 Dayton 
Hamvention. 

de WAOITF 

— Bill Pasternak, WAGITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, 
CA 91350. His 24-hour/day voice and 
fax line is 805/296-7180. He can also 
be reached by e-mail to billwa6itf@ 
juno.com or wadilt@arnewsline.org. 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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Friends, Family, Silent Keys 


Cheryl Muhr, NOWBV 


nfortunately, this past year has 
brought a wave of Silent Keys (SK). 
So many were good friends and I 
appreciate all the information that has been 
sent in about them. You may notice a very 
common theme of cancer among many of 
them. Here is some information about each 
so that you may know them better. 
Jan Scheuerman, WA2YL, became a 
Silent Key on 24 December 2007. One of 
her greatest interests was Amateur Radio. 


Her CW (Morse code) was a familiar © 


sound to Southcar and Eastcar Hams all 
along the highways as she drove often 
between her home in Cape Coral, Florida 
to her family in New Jersey. 

Jan was licensed as WN2JCE in 1963, 
followed by WB2JCE, KJA4N, and finally 
WA2Y Las an indication of her great inter- 
est in and work with the YLRL (Young 
Ladies Radio League). She was part of 
the first all-female DXpedition to Niue 
Island in 1988. 

Jan battled cancer for 14 years begin- 
ning with thyroid cancer. She founded the 
Suncoast Chapter of THYCA (Thyroid 
Cancer Survivors Association), a support 
group for thyroid cancer survivors and 
their families. She is survived by a son, 
two daughters, two step-sons, two sisters, 
and six grandchildren. She will be missed 
by many. 

Madge Mason, WA6LWE, died peace- 
fully on 10 January 2008 with her daughter 
at her side. In her eulogy which appeared in 
the Los Angeles Times 17 January 2008, 


BALUN KITS 


1:1 Current Balun Kits. Beads slip over the 
cable, shrink tubing holds them in place. Full 
legal power. 3.5-1000 MHz. Use two for 160M. 
BA-8 fits 1/2" coax.........$16.50 

BA-58 fits 1/4" coaX.........$8.50 

we +$8 S&H (for total order) Tax in Calif. QB 


& PALOMAR’ 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 
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Jan Scheuerman, 


her family requested donations in her name 
be sent to the American Cancer Society. . 

Carolyn Howells, WA7SSV, became 
a Silent Key Saturday, 19 January 2008. 
She was one of the regular MINOW Net 
check-ins before she was diagnosed with 
cancer just over a year ago. 

Marti Brutcher, W7AYL, passed away 
on 23 October 2007, after being diagnosed 
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with cancer in July. Marti was devoted 
to her family, very involved with church 
activities, and an avid Amateur Radio 
operator. She held a General license and 


_ particularly enjoyed DXing and rag chew- 


ing. She was an advocate for women in 
Amateur Radio encouraging YLs to get 
into the hobby, and mentoring anyone who 
needed help. 


YOUR COMPLETE BATTERY SOURCE 


__ Custom Assembly & Battery Rebuilding for: 
Handheld Radios @ Laptop @ Camcorder © Test Equipment 


MOTOROLA 
Authorized Dealer 
OEM Battery Packs 


sales@nictlady.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


fol free 


| 800/906-6423 


Marti Brutcher, W7AYL. 


{ 


She belonged to many clubs and 
Amateur Radio organizations. Marti 
organized the first Ham Radio com- 
munications team for the Race for the 
Cure in Portland in 1999. The team was 
composed of YLs only for the first few 
years, before the event and the demand 
for operators grew past the number of 
available YLs. Marti welcomed the Two 
Rivers YL group to her home for their 
periodic YL Luncheons, and checked into 
the net when it did not conflict with other 
radio club or church activities. — 

Anna L. Arnholt-Taylor, KORXK 
died at 3:44 p.m. Thursday, 03 Janu- 
ary, 2008, at Methodist Hospital in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. She was an 
active Amateur Radio operator, she 
was involved. in QCWA, YLRL:as 
Tape Topics Librarian, and the Eleven 
O’Clockers Net as net secretary. 


Margaret Oros, WAMKVP, passed . 


. Jan Scheuerman, WA2YL, operating 


K2BR at Miss America Pageant. 


Ann Santos, WA1S, 
Operates from 
Clipperton Island 

As I write this, I have been trying to 
get Clipperton Island, TX5C, off and 
on all day. Ann Santos, WAIS, is part of 
the DXpedition and she is the first YL 
to operate from there. YLs can be found 
in.all sorts of strange places around the 
world, so keep the radio on and listen in 
because you never know who might be on 
and from where! 


Dayton Time 


With this issue, the Dayton Hamvention 
is just around the corner. The Buckeye 


Belle/YLRL booth will be set up in a new 
location. Due to a booth configuration 
change, the booth has been moved from 
the ramp by the lunch area, so please check 
your Hamvention program to find them. 

There will be a YL forum so check out 
the Hamvention webpage or your program 
when you get there to find out exact time 
and location. Currently it is scheduled for 
Friday, 16 May around 2 p.m., but that is 
subject to change. Come say hello to all 
the YLs in Dayton! 


Coming up in August 

This August will mark the next Young 
Ladies’ Radio League convention. It is 
being sponsored by the Haylarcs and 
they are holding it in conjunction with the 
2008 Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, 
Alabama. Dates are 14-17 August for the 
Convention and pre-registration is needed. 
Check out www.ylrl.org for more informa- 
tion on the Convention. 

Also in August is the ARRL Alaska 
State Convention 01-07 August, 2008. 
Alaska YLs are very involved, so please 
check out www.akhamfest.com to find out 
more about what is going on in the “last 
frontier.” 

— E-mail me at nOwbv@earthlink. 
net or write to me at P.O. Box 342, 
Littleton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! 
Cheryl, NOWBV. ® 


MAKE HIGH QUALI TY COMMERCIAL | AMATEUR REPEATERS 


ICF-421 COMMERCIAL mobile radio VHF, 50 Watts, 136-174MHz, 
428 Channel, CTCSS-BCS. Mutimode, alphanumeric display, auto 1D. 
(5 tone, 2 tone encode) 

(CF-41218 Same but 8 Channels { no display} 
ICF-221 COMMERCIAL mobile radio UHF, 45 Watts, 440-490MHz, 
428 Channel, CTCSS-DCS, Mutimode, eee cae auto 1B. 
(Stone, 2 tone encode)... .. Galt 
ICF-2218 Same but 8 Channels {n ne 0 display)... alt 


away 05 November 2007. She had been 
in the local nursing home for the last 
year of her life but mostly she was in the 
nursing home because of her knee, which 
caused difficulty in walking. Her niece, 
Coral Mahler wrote in that outside of 
Margaret’s knee, “She was pure Marga- 
ret until the date of her passing. She was 
a bit bored, I think, in the nursing home 
even at age 95! She was proud of making 
it to age 95 and she had few health prob- 
lems. My mother was her younger sister 
and my mother lived till age 90. So, the 
family was a hardy bunch.” 
One other Silent Key to mention is the 
husband of Mio Miyoshi, JR3MVF. Jiro, 
'JA3UB, became a SK in August. He was 
a good friend to the YL community and 
even attended some of the Y L conventions. 
He will be missed. 


ICF-1218 
ICF-2218 


(TS-18-KIT1 Build Your Own Repeater !! 
Interface for {COM repeaters. Interconnection between 2 
ICOM F121 221 radios. No soldering required. 


a) Single repeater b) Bidirectional repeater 
¢} Gross hand repeater 

d) Any parameters 

Programmable by software. 

SOPC1122. Programming interface kit You can program ICOM 
mobile 121/221 Series commercial radios. 
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ASK FOR YOUR COMPLETE FREE CATALOG!!! 
(WHOLESALE — ONLY FOR DEALERS) 
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yweww.epcomnet epcom@epcom net 


$35.00 


San Diego, CA 92154 U.S.A 
Ph. (619) 661-9160 Fax 661-9159 
2105-07 NW 79th Ave. 
Miami (Doral), FL 33122 
Ph. (305) 889-1127 ¢ Fax 639-3351 


1630 Paisano Dr. 
Ph.(915) 533-5119 « Fax 542-4701 
El Paso, TX 79901 U.S.A. 
Toll Free 888/533-5119 
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The author’s granddaughter, Emily, age 7, doing the coin 


and magnet experiment. 


very teacher and instructor 
of Ham Radio classes with 


children knows how important 


it is to motivate our sometimes over 
stimulated and stressed-out young 
people. Why should they want to learn 
what we are teaching them? For me, 
in 30 years of teaching, the answer 
was always the same. “Hands-on, 
high motivation, and fun” does it 
every time. 

The unit on magnets offers count- 
less opportunities to incorporate all 
three of the above. One term I was 
lucky enough to have a student’s dad 
come in and open a small candy vend- 


HamTestOnline 
Web-based training for the 
ham radio exams 

> Quick, easy way to learn. 

> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 

> Better than random practice tests. 

> Provides additional information. 

b> Presents concepts in logical order. 

> Tracks your progress on each question. 

> Focuses on your weak areas with 
“intelligent repetition”. 

> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 

www.hamtestonline.com 

423 Wyman Rd., Abington, MA 02351.” 
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Coin Artist 


Carole Perry, WB2MGP 


ing machine for 
that the lesson was 


because it ended 
with everyone 
getting a sample 
from the machine; 
the kids really did 
have fun with the 
hands on follow-up 
lessons. I recently 
came across a 
book which had 
the perfect dem- 
onstration to use 
with the vending 
machine lesson. 

The name of the 
book is “730 Easy 
Science Experi- 
ments with Every- 
day Materials” by 
Churchill, Loeschnig, and Mandell. 
The purpose of the book is to learn 
why each experiment works while 
having fun doing it. Their experiment 
called “Coin Artist” became a regular 
part of my lesson plans when discuss- 
ing coin-operated vending machines 
and magnets. 

Materials: three large hardcover 
books, a bar magnet, three metal 
washers, four coins: dime, penny, 
nickel, and quarter. 


AMATEUR TELEVISION 


www.HAMTV.com 


Check out all the ATV App Notes on our 
web site to transmit live full motion 
color video just like broadcast TV: 


*ARES/RACES Incidents Sa cs: 
CATV 


e*Ham Club Meetings 
*High Altitude Balloons GET THE 
ATV BUG! 


eAmateur Rockets 

eR/C Aircraft and Robots 
*Home Station and Projects 

*Sky Warn, Parades and Races 

It is fun, easy and low cost to get on ATV. 
We have downconverters, transmitters, 
cameras, antennas and ail your needs. 


M-Th 8AM - 


CALL (626) 447-4565 MIN BAY 
P. C.. ELECTRONICS Since 1965 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


us. Beside the fact * 


a complete success. 


We showed the students how many 
coin-operated soda and food machines 
are able to catch fake coins, like slugs 
or washers, by using a magnet. Have 
each child put two books on top of one 
another and lean a third one against 
the stacked books to create a slide. 

Hold the bar magnet in the middle 
of the book forming the slide, while 
the student drops each coin and 
washer down the side of the book, past 
the magnets. The class will see that 
the coins slide past the magnet, but the 
washers are caught and held by it. 

The bar magnet was able to pick up 


(attract) the washers because they are - 


made of steel or iron. The magnet did 
not pick up the government-minted 


coins because they are minted, or 


made into coins from alloys or mixed 
metals that are non-magnetic. 

United States coins are a combination 
of copper and other metals. Since magnets 
will not pick up copper, they are useful in 
catching all the slugs, or fake coins, made 
of steel or iron that some people may drop 
into vending machines. 

I can’t stress enough the importance 
of these hands-on projects when 
working with kids. We all remember 
best when we’re “involved,” especially 
when it was a fun time. at 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 


be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 
4/09 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. 
Meets 7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ 
SAV Building. Nets daily on 40M. Weekly 
on 2M, & 20M in the summer. Come join us 
for breakfast every Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact 
Gene W®KAD, 214 N. Crocodile Rock Dr., 
Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 520/207-4706 
or theschou@cox.net. 12/08 


Old Pueblo Radio. Club, (W7GV). P.O. 
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd 
Wed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., 
Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: 
Ron, N7 


PW. 520/889-2998. 
CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, 
Pine Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 
NY Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 
146.835 10/08 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech 
Pkwy, Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 
7:30 p.m. on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.gsl. 
net/arca. Testing every 2nd Sat., of even 
months, info: 530/244-6456. 4/09 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets. 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 
Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., 
Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 
224.42(-) PL 110.9 on Catalina Island; www. 
cara.nu 12/08 


Contra Costa Communications Club, 
Inc., WDGEZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El So- 

_ brante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly (except May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., 
Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 145.110, 224.300, 
444.275w/ PL 82.5 Info: Victoria Thompson, 
KE6FSU, 510/724-4966. 9/08 


Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. k6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 
7 p.m., 445.604(-) pl 156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www. 
downeyarc.org. 9/08 


- East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./ 

monthly, 7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appi- 
an Wy, El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233-7509, 
. w6cus1@juno.com. 6/08 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Thur./montnly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. 
Net 8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. RO. 
Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667; http://www. 
edcarc.net 2/09 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, 
Cedar and Shields in Fresno. Net Sunday 
7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 146.94(-) pl 141.3 
Hz. Tech net Wed 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R; 
www.w6to.com; w6to@arrl.net or call Ken, 
559/323-6753. 2/09 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Board- 
room, 42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, 
CA. Rptr: 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: Alan 
Cook, KG6TGF, 951/699-1556. E-mail: 
groupone@verizon.net, web: www.gtarc. 
net 2/09 


Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC 
meets 7 p.m., last Friday of the month, 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys 
Bivd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family- 
oriented radio club whose members are 
interested in all aspects of Amateur Radio. 
Check out our weekly nets Tues. 6 p.m. 
& Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-)PL 103.5 
& 224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. 
ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Bivd., #1, La 
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/08 


4/09 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, 
Ontario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. monthly 
in the conference room at the Pomona First 
Federal Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, 
CA 91761. Contact Chuck Sweeten AI6l, 
909/623-2933; ai6i@ca.rr.com for informa- 
tion. Talk-in 145.460 PL 77.0 4/09 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri.Anonthly, 7:30 p.m., 
also every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto Clubhouse, 


27 Shell Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: w6sg. ° 


net 12/08 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s, Lu- 
theran Church, 1035 Carol Ln, Lafayette, 
CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 147.06(+) PL 
100Hz. License exams monthly, info: 
925/288-1730. 12/08 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 
10725 Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 
7 p.m. 147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. 
e-mail president@ncarc.org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club monthly meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday at the 


North County Corporation Yard at Elkhorn: 


Blvd and Don Julio Blvd. in Sacramento. 
Field Day, annual picnic, code classes, 
antenna builds and more! Contact Maynard 
Wright, W6PAP; P.O. Box 417370, Sacra- 
mento, CA 95841-7370; 916/726-1673; 
k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is.org. 7/08 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Saturday of 
each month (no meeting July — weekend 
after Labor Day Sept.) at Oakland Fire Sta- 
tion #1 OES Media Room (17th and MLk) 
weekly net Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 146.880 
+ 77. Talk-in on same frequency. www. 


wwé6or.com, P.O. Box 21305, Oakland, CA - 


94620-1305, email wb6ner@arrl.net. 9/08 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Contact Ken Konechy, 
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; www.w6ze.org 

4 5/08 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. 
Ctr., 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net 
Mon. 8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club 
since 1937. 03/09 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 
2nd Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & 
dinner meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s 
Restaurant, 1375 Petaluma Blvd., N, 
Petaluma, CA. Contact Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 
707/431-8202. 3/09 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard 
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacra- 
mento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492-6115; 
www.n6na.org 12/08 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd 
St. & Stockton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. 
Info net, noon on rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(-). 
T. Preston, KQ6EO, 916/722-9358 or L. 
Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 393-4775; www. 
w6ak.org ‘ 2/09 


San Joaquin Valley ARS meets 1st Fri./ 
monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 —-600 
offset PL 141.3. Sun. net 6:30 p.m. VE test- 
ing sessions every quarter. Contact Carole/ 
WE6TTF for more details, 559/288-7597 
or w6ttf@amsat.org, website www.sjvars. 
com. ; 7/08 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beech- 
er Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets 
7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: R. 
Kuepper, rkuepper@sbcglobal.net. 2/09 


Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, PO. Box 
116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608. 
Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 
Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 
7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 
88.5 www.sonomacountyradioamateurs. 
com 9/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union City — SBARA 
meetings, 2nd Friday of every month 1930 


hours, local. Hurricane Electric. 760 Mission’ 


Ct., Fremont. Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. PO. 
Box 536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memo- 
rial Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, 
CA. Talk-in on W6SBA rpt. 224.38(-). Info: 
310/328-0817; www.w6sba.org 12/08 


0 
Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 


monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: KD6KMN, 


661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 


224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) 
connect to W6PVG-3. ARES nets 7 p.m. 
147.51(S) Mon. 1/09 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administration 
Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, CA, in 
the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest speaker 
every month. Anyone may attend, Ham & 
non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 7:00 
p.m., Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz -600 
PL 136.5; website: www.tcara.org, e-mail: 
k6agf@arrl.net 12/08 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), 
Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 
90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (ex- 
cept Aug & Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. 
All are welcome. Monitors 145.52 simplex 
Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & Sun 1200-1630. 

7/08 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victor- 
ville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd. Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple 
Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net 
Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(-), www. victorvalleyarc. 
com 12/08 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 
7 p.m., St. James Anglican Church, 3209 
Via Lido, Newport Beach, CA. Info: Russ, 
N6QZV, 714/848-4501. 8/08 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tue/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross Bldg., 
11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. 
grounds). Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, 
PL100, web: www.wa6rc.org 4/09 


Willits Amateur Radio Society, (WARS). 
P.O. Box 73, Willits, CA 95490. Meets 4th 
Mon. 7 p.m., Brooktrails Fire House, Birch 
St. near Brooktrails Dr. http://www.k6mhe. 
com/wars, Talk-in: 145.130, PL 103.5. 

4/09 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net on 
146.085 Mon. nights for info or call Herb 
Puckett, 530/674-3648 or Clara Ansley, 
KC6JPP, 530/742-2674. .3/09 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Bid J, 
Boulder Municipal Airport or Valmont Com- 
munity Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 61st 
St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: 
BARC7@@arrl.net or www.gqsl.net/w@dk/ 

11/08 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd 
Wed, 7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal 
Church, 11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, 
CO. Learning/Tech sessions 6:30 p.m. 
Oldest club in Colorado (1917). Net Sun 
8:30 p.m. 145.490 rptr. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx. 
org 2/09 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA). 
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st 
Wed. (except Summer) 7:30 p.m. Contact 
Dan, W1ZTQ; 860/583-1165 6/08, 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly 
7:30 p.m. Englewood United Methodist 
Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, 
FL, Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. Vic Em- 
melkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 or www. 
earsradioclub.org. 11/08 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. Info: R. Cox, 
772/340-4319; kt4pa@comcast.net; www. 

s/.net/pslara 4/09 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m., 
Southside Firestation #1, 10703 White 
Bluff Road, Savannah, GA. 146.700(+) PI. 
100;147.210(+) Pl 100; 147.330(+) PI 100. 
Steve Jonas, K4SDuJ; 912/355-6522, www. 
k4nix.com 7/08 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
meets at Alpharetta Fire Station #1, 2970 
Webb Bridge Road, Alpharetta, GA 3rd Tues 
5/08 


@ 7:30 p.m., 145.470. 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for break- 
fast in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov 
at the Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. 
Contact John K1ER, 808/484-9748. 1/09 


Big Bend Amateur Radio Club (BBARC), 
KC9LMF, meets 3rd Thur monthly, 1006 
Wabash, Carthage, IL 62321. Annual 
Hamfest 2nd Sat. in December. N9BLD@ 
myway.com 4/09 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire 
Station Number 5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is 
usually 147.33 MHz +0.600. ARRL affiliated 
club number: 1271. Club web page is www. 
k9bar.org. 10/08 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). 
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. P.O. Box 
47648, Chicago, IL 60647; 146.76(-) PL 
107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8(2A). 
Ham help line: 773/262-6773. Info net 
Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-). 2/09 


DuPage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m. (no meeting July & Dec.), Holy 
Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., 
Clarendon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & 
Richmond Ave.) Net Sun. 9 p.m., 145.43. 
WSDUP rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 442.55(+), 
114.8PL, 224.68(—); 110.9PL; www. w9aup. 
org 4/09 


Fox River Radio League, www.frri.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement, 150 W. Illinois Ave., 
Aurora, IL 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 
kHz, 103.5 Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 
114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M net Tue. 7:30 p.m., 
except 2nd Tue. P.O. Box 673, Batavia, IL 
60510-0673. 11/08 | 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 
3508, Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly,7 p.m. at Red Cross Chapter 
House, 311 W. John Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, 
IL. Superfest each Sept.. Rptrs: 147.075(+) 
& 146.85(-). Web: www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: 
w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice mail: 309/692-3378. 

12/08 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505 N. 
Springinsguth Rd., intersection of Bode & 
Springinsguth roads. Usually a presenta- 
tion follows our normal club meeting. See 
website for more details Attp://www.n9rv. 
org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; sarc. 
membership@yahoo.com. 2/09 
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Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m: at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See 
our website at www.w9ccu.org for all club 
info or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest 
each January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 
444.475 (+) 114.8. 9/08 


IOWA 


Cedar Valley Amateur Radio Club meets 
on the second Thursday of each month 
in the Kenwood Park United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Rapids; IA at 7:30 p.m.. 
Last minute updates on WO@GQ 146.745 
or go to http://www.cvarc.rt.org. 5/08 


» KENTUCKY 


Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio 
Club (NKARC). We meet the needs of 
Amateurs in the Tri-State area of Kentucky, 
Ohio, and Indiana. Our clubs meets on 
the second Monday of every month at the 
Turkeyfoot Middle School in Edgewood, 
KY at 7:30 p.m. We also offer Ham Radio 
exams at 6:00 at the same location and 
on the same day of the meetings. We 


have weekly Net meetings on Tuesday at - 


7:30 on the 147.255(+/123.0) repeater 
and are Echolink enabled (node #323896). 
Please check out our web site for more 
information. Contact Robert Kluck, N4IJS, 
n4ijs@insightbb.com; www.k4co.org. 9/08 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8833 Goodwood Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA. Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. 
www.brarc.org e-mail: brarc@cox.net 

7/08 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. 
local time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 


114.8 in & out. Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, | 


504/347-0272 for info. Or at w5ze@cox. 
net. And on our club web site www. deltadx. 
net. 3/09 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first_and third Thursdays of 
each month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency 
Communications Building at 4th and 
Cousin Streets in Slidell. Everyone Wel- 
come. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every Friday at 
7:30 p.m. Club website: www.w65sla.net, 
email: w5py@arr/.net. 5/08 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the 
Calais Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, 
Calais, ME, 04619, third Sunday of each 
month, 6:30 p.m.. Contact Mike Breckin- 


ridge N1JXP, 207/454-8571. 9/08 


' MARYLAND 


Historical Electronics Museum ARC 
(HEMARC) meets 2nd Thurs/monthly 
6:00 p.m. in the museum, corner of Nursery 
Rd. & Elkridge Landing Rd. (Next door to 
the BWI Marriott). RO. Box 746, Mail Stop 

_ 4015, Baltimore, MD 21203. Info: Jim Smith 
N3ZPS; 410/646-3959, w3gr@arrl.ner/ 
w3hem@arrl.net, www.gsl.net/w3gr/ 5/08 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
*P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 
1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein 
Public Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore An- 
napolis Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info 
net Mon. 8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 107.2 
Hz http:// www.mobileers.org 12/08 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hats., 
1321 Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 
145.23MHz (-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, 
email: w7bos@arrl.net. 12/08 


Framingham Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion meets 1st Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Sept-June 
in the basement of the Danforth Museum, 
Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy K1GB, 
781/891-5572; kigb@arrl.net. 01/09 


MICHIGAN 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school 
year. 7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 
N.-Oak Rd., Davison, MI 48423; www.qsl. 
net/w8acw/, e-mail: k8lig@comcast.net. 

10/08 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. 
Box 1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette 
County Health Department, R. Schwenke, 
N8GBA, 906/249-3837; www.qsl.net/ 
k8lod 12/08 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting 
place: L’Anse Creuse High School, on 
Reimold, just off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; 
club repeater; annual Fox Hunt. Con- 
tact L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, Utica, MI 
48318-0122; n8lc.org. 4/09 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K80AR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp 
Hall, 2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, 
Prescott, MI.. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 
7 p.m. Mon 2M net 9 p.m. 146.940. www. 
k80ar.com 


MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets first 1st 
Friday each month, 7:30 p.m. at the Uni- 
versity of St Thomas, Murrary-Herrick Stu- 
dent Center, St. Paul, MN. Talk-in 145.31. 
Monthly VE exams. Nets Wed 145.31 @ 
7:30 p.m. & 28.310 @ 8:00 p.m.; www. 
stpaulradioclub.org for more info. 01/09 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 

7 p.m., Radio Club Bidg., 401 4th St. N., 
Waite Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 
146.94 or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/. 
‘ 4/09 


Central Mississippi Amateur Radio 
Association meets 2nd Tue monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at the Rankin County EOC Bldg, 
Marquette Rd, Brandon, MS. VE testing 
available after each meeting. Contact Rick 
Nichols, P.O. Box 1876, Florence, MS 
39073; 601/845-5592; k5fv@windstream. 
net; http;//www.cmsara.org 01/09 


MONTANA 
Yellowstone Radio Club, Billings Mon- 


_tana, http://www.k7efa.org/, meets each 


3rd Monday except July-August. 7:30 p.m. 
North Park Center 19th and 6th Ave., N. 
Contact on 147.36/100Hz tone. WB7WVO, 
JR, Sec. 406/655-4293. 7/08 


NEVADA | 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) 
meets 3rd Thurs./monthly,-7 p.m., Carson 
Valley United Methodist’ Church, 1375 
Centerville Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. 
Uebele, WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl. 
net, Rpt. 147.3830 MHz. 1/09 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Port City ARC, (PCARC), W1WQM. PO: 
Box 1587, Portsmouth, NH 03802. Meets 
1st Wed./monthly (Sept.-June), 7:30 p.m., 
Piscataqua Fish & Game Clubhouse, end of 
Tuttle Lane, Greenland. Rptr. 145.150(-) PL 
127.3, 110.9, 88.5; Info: Rick Miller, n7zxz@ 
arrl.net; www.w1wqm.org 5/08 


NEW JERSEY 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridge- 
wood Blvd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 
07676. Meets 1st. Sun/monthly, 7:30 p.m. 
American Red Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450. Nets: 28.350 MHz., 
Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) Wed'9 p.m. Tech Net 
Thurs 9 p.m. 146.79(-); www. bara.org. 

01/09 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 
1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth 
MARS Station, Eatontown, NJ. Info: B. 
Buus, W20D, 732/946-8615. 7/08 


2/09 


Gloucester County ARC, meets 
8:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of every 
month. Pfeiffer Community Center Blue bell 
Rd. and Main St., Williamstown,-NJ 08094. 
Contact David MacDonald, WB3JOY, P.O. 
Box 370, Pitman, NJ 08071; 856/358-2952, 
dmacdonald1@Comcast.net; http://users. 
tellurian.com/Freddie/w2mmad/ 10/08 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NA- 
DXA). P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 
07720. Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th 
Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, 
KC2Q, 732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; na- 
dxa@juno.com; wr2dx@yahoo.com.. 8/08 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), 
K2AA, meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. (Nov.-Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gib- 
son House, Main St., Marlton, NJ. Talk-in: 
145.290(-) rptr. 02/09 


NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawan- 
das, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawan- 
da, NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly 
(except Jul. & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney 
Hose Co., 499 Zimmerman St., No. 
Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) PL 
151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex.org 4/09 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bidg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Rptr. 
444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/08 


NYC Amateur Radio Emergency Comm. 
Srv. Public Service is our specialty. Train 
during non-emergency events to prepare 
for when we’re needed. The organization 
is led by those experienced as leaders 
during NYC emergencies during the past 
two decades (9/11, 2003 Blackout, etc). An- 
nual Citywide meeting every Dec. Monthly 
meetings in each Boro for local members. 
Weekly net is on 441.100/136.5 PL every 
Mon. at 8:30 p.m. Contact: Charles Har- 
grove, N2NOV, 445 Clove Road, Staten 
Island, NY 10310, 718/876-7929, n2nov@ 
nyc-races.org, www.nyc-arecs.org 5/08 


Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets 
at the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. 
County House Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd 
Mon./monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion 
Toussaint, KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 8/08 


' Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m.,.1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 
Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-) 
440.150(+). 3/09 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC 
meets 3rd Thur/monthly, Winter Park Bap- 
tist Church on Park Ave. Mon. ragchew 
8:00 p.m. 147.180(0open). ARRL Affiliate. 
VE Test Sessions, 2nd Sat. even mos @ 
Winter Park Baptist Church. See Web 
Page @ www.ac4rc.org. Info: Ed, W4EBR, 
910/686-5206. 4/09 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Soci- 
oy (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
7:30 p.m., Methodist University, 401 N, 
Fayetteville, NC. VE test sessions 15 Mar, 
14 Jun, 9 Aug, 11 Oct, 9 a.m. at Methodist 
University. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 
449.40/444.40, W4EBM 52.81/53.81, 
WAA4FLR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL 
Special Service Club, RO Box 36106, 
Fayetteville, NC 28303. 3/09 


Orange County Radio Amateurs meets 
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise 
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel 
Hill, and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bo- 
jangles, 330 S. Churton St., abt 9:30 a.m. 
W4UNC/R on 442.150 (131.8) Contact 
Dave Snyder W4SAR, 4505 Gov Hunt St., 
Efland, NC 27243; 919/644-8681, www.qsl. 
net/w4unc/ 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 
4th Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES 
Net on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 
147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill 
Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 7/08 


‘7:30 p.m., County rptr., 146.715(-). 


8/08 ° 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
W8KS 440/964-7316 County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly, 
5/08 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., 
Clyde, OH 43410. NF8E rptr. 145.35(-) and 
442.625(+) MHz. Net Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. 
Remaley, KA8CAS. 


8/08 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 


_ House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 


541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), http:// 
aisling.us/aa7gc/uvarc/index.html 12/08 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion is one of the oldest Ham clubs in the 
U.S. Our mailing address is W3SGJ, P.O. 
Box 424 South Heights, PA 15081. Our 
club nets meet every Wednesday Night! 
Our 2 Meter net meets on 145.31MHz 
100hz PL at 8:30 p.m. and the 10 meter 
net 28.370 QSY +/— 10 at 9:00 p.m. The 
Rip Vanwinkle Net meets on 2 meters at 
7:00 a.m. daily. Club meetings are held at 
the Beaver County Emergency Operations 
Center located at 250 East End Avenue, 
Beaver, PA. Club meetings are held the 
second Thursday of every month. All are 
welcome! Feel free to visit our website at 
www.w3sgj.org 9/08 


RF Hill ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. last 
Thursday/monthly, Silverdale Fire Com- 
pany, Routes 113 and 152, Silverdale, PA. 
Info: J. Soete, WA3YLQ, 215/723-7294, 
www.rfhill.com 12/08 


Washington Amateur Communica- 
tions Radio Club (WACOM) meets at 
the Washington Co. Bldg., 100 Beau St., 
Washington, PA 15301 1st Thur/monthly, 
7:30 p.m. Contact Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI, . 
724/986-9271. 145.490. www.wacomarc. 
org 1108 


TEXAS 


Garland Amateur Radio Club meets 
4th Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the Garland 
Women’s Activity Center, 713 W. Austin St., 
Garland, TX 75040. Visitors are ALWAYS 
welcome!!! Voice mail: 972/272-4499; 
146.660- 442.700+, kSqhd@arri.net. 5/08 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets the second Tues. monthly at 
7:30 p.m., held at the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory, 520 Edgemont 
Rd., in Charlottesville, VA. Club repeaters: _ 
146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 224.760 (PL 
151.4). Weekly nets on 146.760 — info. 
net on Mon. at 7:00 p.m., emergency net 
on Thurs. at 8:00 p.m.. Quarterly testing 
sessions — contact ww4gw@arrl.net. 
Info: Jay, K4AZV, 434/263-5795; website: 
albemarleradio.org. 12/08 . 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/08 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rd., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395-4489, or 
www.w4ug.com 02/09 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 
304/525-8890. 9/08 


For information on how to get your club 
listed in “Visit Your Local Radio Club,” 
plus receive many other benefits, write to: 
Club Liaison, WorldRadio, 
2120 28th St. * Sacramento, CA 95818 
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| : WITH THE HANDI-HAMS @y 


Reeling Them In 


By Patrick Tice, WAOTDA 


“WW ave you ever gone fishing? 
H I remember going fishing 
for the first time with my dad 
when I was maybe seven or eight years 
old. It was thrilling to reel in a fish that 
I caught all by myself! 
Working a Ham Radio station can be 
a lot like catching a fish. You are always 
on the lookout to find DX, to make that 
contact with a station you need to com- 
plete your Worked All States, or just to 
make a new friend on the air. Anyone 
who fishes will tell you that having 
the right “bait” is important — even 
vital — to your success. Knowing the 
right way to listen on the bands, where 
to find the activity, and how to throw 
- out your line, um, I mean put out your 


call, are all important facets of reeling 


in that contact. 

However, in Ham Radio, we need to 
reel in more than contacts. 

We need to fish for new Hams — 
' people of all ages from all walks of life, 
with or without disabilities, to build 
our ranks and keep the Amateur Radio 
Service healthy. I have some ideas about 
this, but if lam going to catch some new 
fish, I’m going to need some pretty good 
bait: How about a brand-new handheld 
radio for every Handiham member 
passing the Technician at this summer’s 
"Minnesota Radio Camp? 
One of the biggest challenges for 
_ any Amateur Radio club is recruit- 
ment. Handiham Radio Camp faces 
a similar challenge. Although we do 
our best to keep Amateur Radio clubs 
and the general public informed of 
our activities and about the services 
we offer to people with disabilities, 


sometimes it can be very difficult to 


recruit new campers. 

Can we count on you to inform people 
- you might know who could benefit from 
our services? 

Here are some useful things to know 
about Radio Camp. Put these in your 
“fishing tackle box” and use them to 
_ “bait” your line: 

¢ The cost of Handiham camp is 
based on ability to pay. You or some 


The pontoon boat leaves the doc 
for a radio cruise on Lake George at 
Minnesota Radio Camp. Campers 
will have fun working the HF and 
VHF radios while boating on the 
lake. Believe it or not, we have 
worked plenty of DX and some | 
very unusual special event stations 
during this popular Handiham 
Radio Camp activity! — 


the best of BEASLEY 


by Bob Beasley, K6BJH 


A look at Amateur Radio’s 
light side — whimsical cartoons 
from the pen of Bob Beasley. 
Great gift idea, too! 


$8.00 plus $3.00 S&H. 
CA residents please add $.62 tax. 
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other person with a disability can afford 
to come to camp! 

¢ Camp is for people with disabilities 
who are members of Handihams, and 
membership is only $10 per year. If 
a prospective member cannot afford 
the $10, we will find a sponsor for 
that person. 

e Thanks to a generous donor, radio 
campers who earn their Technician 
class licenses at camp will each be given 
a new handheld radio by the Handiham 
Equipment Program. They will be able 
to return home to await the arrival of 
their new licenses... and the arrival of 
those new radios, too! 

e The typical camper is teen 
through adult. You are never too old 
to attend Radio Camp! Our oldest 
successful Tech licensee at camp one 
year was 84. 

e We meet you at the local airport 
or bus station near camp. Who wants 
to worry about ground transportation? 
And, yes, we do have a lift van if you 
use a wheelchair. 

¢ If you use a personal care attendant, 
don’t worry — we attend to all of your 
care needs at camp. We have a camp 
nurse and a doctor, too... Dr. Dave, 
KN@S, who also teaches Extra Class. 

e If you already have your Technician 
ticket, you can study for General. If you 
have General, you can study for Extra. 
And if you have Extra, you can sign up 
to participate in our fun-filled Operat- 
ing Skills class. 

¢ Camp Courage North is less like a 
camp than a resort. Modern buildings, 
wheelchair ramps, KO@LR audio beep- 
ers for blind navigation, and a pristine 
lakeside setting in the tall pines of 
Minnesota’s lake country will make the 
week a memorable one. 

So there you are. Now, let’s go 
fishing! Here’s where you can send 
your “catch”: : 

— Courage Handiham System, 3915 
Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, 
MN 55422; Toll-Free: 1-866-426-3442; 
email: hamradio@courage.org; On the 
Web: www.handiham.org 
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VHE DX and Scotch on the Rocks 


y last column described for 
you QCWA’s debt to inven- 
tor Michael Faraday, the 


discoverer of electromagnetic induc- 
tion and much of our early theories in 
the field of diamagnetics. Writing that 
column reminded me that I needed to 
fill. in the gaps between Faraday and 
some other early pioneering efforts, 
particularly related to Amateur Radio, 
the QCWA, and some early experi- 
ments in VHF DXing. 

Therefore, given the current interest 
in the beginning of Sun Spot Cycle 24 
and projections as to its benefits to the 
DX and QCWA community, I decided 
to tell you a little bit about VHF DXing, 
inasmuch as most of us rarely think of 
DX as being centered outside of the HF 
bands or stemming beyond Marconi’s 
first transatlantic QSO between Europe 
and the USA back in 1901. 

The first major VHF DX consisted, of 
all things, of a television picture from 
Europe to the United States in 1928, 
which was sent from the London labora- 
tory of Scottish inventor John Logie Baird 
to Hartsdale, New York. John Baird was 
one of the original “geeks” of the world, 
with a, fertile mind and wide-ranging 
interests. Although he attended Glasgow 
University, his studies there were inter- 
rupted by World War I, and by the time 
the war was over he had progressed in his 
knowledge so far on his own in the field 
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of television electronics that he would 
have been totally bored by any classroom 
activities he might have undertaken. I 
said that Baird was one of the original 
“geeks” of his day. In Donald McLean’s 
biography of Baird as one of Scotland’s 
most famous/infamous inventors, an 
incident is recounted when Baird visited 
the London Daily Express seeking public- 
ity to promote his invention of vertical, 
slow-scan television. The news editor was 
terrified of Baird’s claims and was quoted 
as saying to another news staffer, “For 
God’s sake, go down to reception and 
get rid of the lunatic who’s down there. 
He says he’s got a machine for seeing 
by wireless. Watch him — he may have 
a razor on him.” Some of that fear may 
have stemmed from the fact that Baird 
had a reputation for creating unintended 
consequences. In 1912 he had tried to 
make diamonds out of carbon granules by 
heating them in an electric furnace of his 
own design, but succeeded only in short- 
ing out the entire electrical system of the 
city of Glasgow. He invented pneumatic 
shoes, using semi-inflated balloons, but 
they burst on him. Because he suffered 
from cold feet, Baird invented a thermal 
undersock which did become successful, 
and many Scotsmen remember him for 
his creation of the “Baird Sock,” ignoring 
entirely his pioneering work as the inven- 
tor of slow-scan television as well as the 
first transmission of a TV picture across 
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the Atlantic Ocean. 

_ As we all know, many claim to be the 
originators of television. A couple of years 
ago one of my columns outlined the semi- 
nal contribution of Philo Farnsworth, who 
was the first to give us a horizontal raster, 
based on his memories of plowing a field 
of corn. Farnsworth certainly has to be 
numbered among the pioneers, along with 
Vladimir Zworykin. David Sarnoff is often 
given credit that should go to Farnsworth, 
since Sarnoff borrowed Farnsworth’s ideas’ 
and rushed them to the patent office first. 
But to be perfectly accurate, we have to give 
first place to Scotsman John. Baird, who 
demonstrated in February of 1924 that a 
semi-mechanical analog television system 
was possible by transmitting moving sil- 
houette images in his London laboratory. 
A year later he demonstrated an improved 
system in the lobby of a downtown London 
department store, transmitting a 30-line 


- vertically scanned image at a rate of five 


pictures per second. And by the end of 
1926 Baird had be able to increase the scan 
rate to 12.5 pictures per second. And on 03 
July 1928, by using three scanning discs 
with 16 rotating holes per disc, Baird made 
the first color TV transmission. This was 
the same year he sent a VHF TV picture 
from Europe to the USA. By 1932 Baird 
had moved on (the first) to utilize UHF 
signals for his transmissions. And in 1944 
he demonstrated a 1,000-line-telechrome 
electronic system that was comparable 
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_ with today’s HDTV transmissions. Unfor- 
- tunately, much that John Baird did in the 
1940s has been buried deep in the secret 
military files of Britain’s defense establish- 

“ment, where they were originally consid- 
ered top-secret, and only now are being 
archived for historians and researchers to 
discover. Thus did Scotsman John Baird’s 
most mature work crash on the rocks of 
the first world war, even though many also 
credit Baird for numerous contributions to 
the invention of Radar, since he did invent 

and sought to patent a device that could 
form images from reflected UHF radio 


- transmissions. John Baird died in 1946 in 


Sussex, England where he is remembered 
for his great creativity and numerous con- 
tributions to television, VHF and UHF 
radio communication, and, of course, his 
thermal socks. 
The Quarter Century Wireless Asso- 
ciation has in its history and practices, 
many parallels with the life of John 
Baird. Just like Michael Faraday, John 
Baird was a self-made man. He was not 
born to privilege and the early years his 


reputation were easily dismissed by the’ 


wealthy and the politically connected 
leaders of his time. Many considered 
him a buffoon, and laughed at rather 
than appreciated what he was seeking 
to accomplish. Just as the QCWA has its 
detractors, so John Baird was considered 
far outside the mainstream of scientific 


DSC-13 DSC-30 
BALUNS from 3-25 kw 
B-1/S 3kw 1:1 Balun 
B-1/ 3kw 1:1 Balun 
B-1/5 5kw.1:1 Balun 
B-1/C 25kw 1:1 Balun 


~40M-6M | 
160M-6M 


investigation and creative intelligence. 
But just as membership in the QCWA is 
not for everyone, likewise appreciation 


for John Baird was late in coming, if at © 


all, in many high places. 

Another characteristic of John Baird 
was his ongoing, continual, professional 
growth and education. No, that is not the 
same as his “schooling.” Baird’s “con- 
tinuing education” — a phrase much in 
favor in industry these days — is easily 
discerned by tracing the numerous 
improvements that he made to television 
over the years in which he was devoted 
to understanding that field. Were that also 
true of every Amateur Radio enthusiast! 
Continuous growth in the scientific and 
mathematical aspects of our hobby is vital 
to its continuation and the respect that it 
seeks in all areas of human communica- 
tions. All of us, the QCWA in particular, 
must be fully dedicated to professional 
growth and personal intellectual develop- 
ment. That is what makes us the elite, the 
proud, and the many — the QCWA. That 


is our challenge and our goal: to be better 


tomorrow than we are today in all aspects 
of Amateur Radio. So be it! 

That’s it for this time. 73 and my best 
to you all. — Alan, KJON. 

— Alan Pickering, KJ9N, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 31860 Taylor 
Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; e-mail 


kj9n@arrl.net. : 
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Sweet sounds of 40 Meters 


through NBGM's 


or many QRP homebrewers 

there’s a certain fascination in 

building simple receivers. Peer- 
ing down into the guts of this one, filled 
with a handful of simple parts — one of 
them from a fast-food restaurant — is 
truly a wonderment. 

The Tin Ear, designed by QRP legend 
Wayne McFee, NB6M, has the distinction 
of employing discrete, easy-to-find parts 
and a novel, time-tested, very-reliable 

-tuning convention known as the PTO — 
the permeability tuned oscillator. 

No bulky tuning capacitors or potenti- 
ometer-varactor combinations here to get 
up and down the band. In the case of the 
Tin Ear, you'll find No. 28 enameled wire, 
a soda straw — like one you'd get for your 
drink from McDonald’s — and a 6-32 
brass bolt tune this receiver. 

The enameled wire wound on the plastic 
soda straw creates the inductance and the 
brass bolt, when screwed into the center of 
the straw, changes the tuning. 

It’s an incredibly simple and inexpen- 
sive, but extremely effective method of 
getting up and down the band. 

At one time, the American QRP Club 
offered the Tin Ear as a kit. Unfortu- 
nately, the kit’s shelf-life has long since 
passed. About the only way to duplicate 
the receiver these days is to build it 
from scratch. 

With such a simple circuit and accessible 
parts, that’s/a lot easier than you might 
think. You'll have a chance to experiment 
with “ugly” style construction and come 
away with a’ really neat receiver that can 
provide years of enjoyment. 
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Using discrete parts and a plastic drinking straw from McDonald’s, 


‘Tin Ear’ 


NB6M’s 


Tin Ear receiver is an easy-to-build direct conversion receiver that will blade the 
QRPer years of great listening on the 40-meter band. 


Although our 40-meter version of the 
receiver was built at KI6SN several years 
ago, we still use it often for the sheer amaze- 
ment of it all. Smooth tuning, remarkable 
sensitivity and pleasant audio. 

We recall working with NB6M during 
the prototyping of the Tin Ear and being 


repeatedly impressed with the loving care 
he put into the circuit’s refinements. 
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A look at the accompanying schematic 
shows a single-tuned transformer at the 
antenna input feeding a pair of MPF102 


field effect transistors as the product . 


detector. Energy from the local oscillator 
(LO) — another MPF102 — is fed into 
the product detector from that soda-straw 
PTO circuitry we told you about. | 

The PTO’s audio goes into a 2N3904 
low-noise preamplifier and then into a 
four-transistor audio amplifier — using 
three 2N3904s and a 2N3906. Don’t expect 
to get ear-shattering audio from the Tin 
Ear, but it’s plenty loud enough to drive 
Walkman-style headphones. 

As you'll see in the accompanying pho- 
tograph, at KI6SN the Tin Ear’s parts were 
assembled over a printed circuit board 
ground plane. 

A portion of a plastic soda drink straw 
from McDonald’s can be seen in the upper 
right side of the chassis. That’s where the 


tuning takes place. The brass bolt that is _ 


screwed through the 
center of the straw 
protrudes through the 
front panel. We used 
a large aluminum i 
washer for the tuning La 
“knob.” Twist the bolt 
clockwise and the — 
frequency increases. 
‘Counterclockwise, 
and it goes down. 
Once we were satis- 
fied with the tuning, 
we covered the coil 
using a glue gun to 
keep things stable. 
Creating the sub- 
housing for the brass 
bolt and soda straw 
is pretty novel. You — 
can find a diagram 
at KI6SN’s The 
~ QRPer website: www. 
TheQRPer.blogspot. 
com a 
The Tin Ear tunes all of the 40-meter 
band — 7.000 to 7.300 MHz — and then 
some. So, if you want to listen to CW or 
digital signals, you'll fine ’em toward the 
lower end of the receiver’s spectrum. For 
SSB, AM and international broadcast, 
they’re at the upper end. 

Next on the front panel to the tuning bolt 
is a 10K audio taper potentiometer which 
serves as an RF/audio level control. And 
below that gain control is an ON/OFF 
power switch. 


46 TURS OF NO, 28. a 
ENAMELED WIRE Ott 

McDOHALD’S PLASTIC 
/SODA STRAW 


The Tin Ear can run on either 9 or 12 


volts DC, so at KI6SN we decided to make 

provisions for either. A common 9-volt 

DC cell is used as the Tin Ear’s “internal” 

supply, while a switch on the back panel 
also toggles the DC input to an RCA jack 
_where you can plug in 12 volts from your 
bench supply. Of course, you'll get a little 
more audio punch running the Tin Ear at 
_ 12 volts than at 9 volts DC. 

The third element on the back panel is 
the antenna input jack. Again, it’s an RCA 
connector. 

You'll find a color version of the Tin Ear 
photo and some more shots, as well as an 
enlarged, printable view of the schematic 
on The QRPer website. 

In addition, there’s link to the Ameri- 
can QRP Club’s old Tin Ear kit site. 
This includes directions for building the 
- receiver on a hole-through PC board, but 
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there is information about winding and 
mounting the PTO soda-straw inductor 
and other data that might be helpful. 
Looking for a really useful receiver 
design that can be built using parts that 
are in your junk box — or easily obtained 


_ through outfits such as Mouser, Digi-Key, 


forget McDonald’s. NB6M’s Tin Ear might 


just be your ticket. 
Grab yourself a soda and think about.it. 
Oh, and be sure to hang onto the straw. 
— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Wetherly 
Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by peeing. 


-Dan’s Small Parts and Kits? And don’t 
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The NorCal 40A., 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 

Open up most ORP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
‘40A-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the ‘40A 

sted the best receiver sensitivi 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KCi is 
so smail it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KCI's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KCi together draw only 20mA on 


and ultra-stable VFO, the receive! Please call or write for more 
'40A is a joy tooperate. details. 

: : NorCal 40A $139 

Wilderness Radio KC1 $ 45 


P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 (417) 782-1397 


shipping additional 
http://www. fix.net/~jparker/wild.html a 
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Net Control Hangs 
Up Mic After 22 Years 


Good evening. This is W9FNM, net 
control for the Nite Patrol sanctioned by 
the Argonne Amateur Radio Club through 
the repeater W9ANL. All radio amateurs 
are welcome to check into the net. Please 
call W9FNM, the handle is Paul. 


ith those words, Paul 
Begitschke, W9FNM, began 
his stint as net control for the 


Nite Patrol some time in June of 1985; he’s 
not sure of the actual date. With those same 
words Paul opened his final Nite Patrol 
on 06 December 2007. In the intervening 
years those words were uttered well over 
8,000 times to call to order what one pass- 
ing trucker called “the doggonedest net” 
he’d ever heard. Due to the declining health 
of Millie, his wife of 62 years, Paul had 
to relinquish his net control duties, leave 
his lifelong home in the Chicago area and 
move to an assisted living facility near his 
children in Texas. 

First licensed in 1944, Paul fought 
what he calls “The Battle of Texas” in 
the Air Force in WWII. In private life 
he worked as a draftsman at Argonne 
National Laboratory southwest of 
Chicago, drawing up plans for nuclear 


Licensed 1983 
Or Before? 


QCVWA invites you to join with 
those distinguished amateurs 
licensed 25 years or longer. 
Request an application from: 
QCWA, Inc., Dept. WR 


PO Box 3247 
Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
www.qcwa.org 
Stop by our booth.at Dayton 
May 16-18, 2008 
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reactors and other equipment. 

The Nite Patrol had its beginning in 
1982 when it was decided that the new 
repeater (145.19 —600) at Argonne would 
be on 24-hours a day. There were some 
doubts that anybody would use it at night 
and the Midnight Patrol was begun just 
to prove them wrong. A year later the 
net was moved up to 11 p.m. so Argonne 
employees on the afternoon shift would 
have someone to talk to on their way home. 
When Paul took the helm in 1985 the Nite 


Patrol legend began. He moved the net to ° 


10:30 local time so everyone could get 
together after the late local news to discuss 
how their day went and put in their two 
cents’ worth on whatever the topic of the 
day might be: weather, sports, pets, kids 
or food. The food topic became so woven 
into the fabric of the nightly discussion that 


_ Jim Sandrik, N9HQA, gathered recipes 


from net members and put together a Nite 
Patrol cookbook. 
Paul had a great voice and folksy 


manner that welcomed new checkins like ~ 


they were lifelong friends. My experience 
is like many others. Having just received 
my Technician upgrade in August of 1989 
I bought a used two-meter handheld that 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


‘manufactured by Cable X-Perts, inc. www.cablexperts.com 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 


and stocked lengths 
www.hamradio.com 
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www.aesham.com 


had the Argonne repeater programmed in. 
Paul’s was the first voice I ever heard on 
Two Meters as he ran the net and I knew 
I was listening to something special. The 
very next night I screwed up my courage 
and checked in. Right away Paul asked 
where I lived and what kind of rig I had 
and took a real interest in the new checkin 
while putting the rest of the net on hold. 
I’d heard him do that countless times since. 
No one knows the exact number, but many 
SWL’s got licensed just so they could 
check in and join the group. 

Although we had checkins from all over 
the Chicago area and northern Illinois, I 
had the good fortune of living only half 
a mile away from Paul and got to know 
him very well, helping him with antenna 
projects and driving him to area Hamfests. 
My wife, Judy, and I would drive him and 
Millie to various club events and they 
treated her like they’d known her all their 
lives. It’s impossible to feel ill-at-ease with 
Paul and Millie. 

Paul’s dedication to the Nite Patrol was 


legendary. Once he phoned me at net 


time to see if I could take the net because 
paramedics were getting ready to take 
Millie to the hospital in an ambulance. 
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Other times we had to leave parties so he 


— could go home and run the net:— even 


though most of the regular checkins were 
at the party. “But some of them aren’t here, 
Jim,” he’d say and off we went. A nearby 


“new repeater had Paul concerned that it 


might interfere with the Nite Patrol. He 
conveyed that concern to the repeater’s 
owner who made concessions to respect 


- Paul’s wishes and the net continued with- 


out interference. 

Just as legendary was his dedication 
to his checkins. He knew all the regulars 
by name and where they lived along with 
what they did for a living and their spouse’s 


name. He even kept what he called his - 


“infrequent checkin list” so that when a 
call from the past checked in he could greet 
him or her by name. 


Paul’s gentlemanly demeanor was . 
tested on more than one occasion by 


jammers and Paul carried on like they 


weren't even there, showing no change in . 


his composure. Other times even regular 
checkins would get into a conversation 


and forget there was a net on. Paul 


would gently remind them that he was , 


net control and the net would continue 
in its usual orderly manner. 
There’s no way to tell just how many 


different Hams have checked in to the Nite 


Patrol during Paul’s tenure, but we took a 
count one year and came up with almost 


400 different calls. It’s a very diverse group 


from doctors and laborers to retirees and 
grade school students. One of the regulars 
a few years ago was a barge pilot on the 
Cal-Sag Channel which runs close to the 
repeater and we once had a pilot check 
in aeronautical mobile from somewhere 
over Colorado. We’ve kept many a lonely 
trucker company on his way through the 
Chicago area or during the night as he was 
parked while waiting to unload his rig. The 
one constant was Paul, a true gentleman of 
the airwaves, taking a group of strangers 
and turning them into friends. 

The Nite Patrol continues because we 
wouldn’t know what to do with ourselves 
at net time but mainly we keep it going 
in honor of Paul’s stewardship for almost 
a quarter of a century. Our net control 


team does a great job but the Nite Patrol . 


just isn’t the same without W9FNM, the 
Friendly NetMaster. 


Jims Riley, KBOCYL, 12121: W. » 


Venetian Way, Orland Park, IL 60467; 


708/218-0695; kb9cyl@hotmail.com © 
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California Honors 
DCS Volunteers 


wenty-seven Los Angeles area Hams 
who- are members of the Carson 
Sheriff Station Disaster Communica- 
tions Service have been honored for their 


.work on behalf of the community. All 


received individual and group awards for 
taking part in a wide range of emergency 
and public service episodes, including 
assisting in providing assistance during 
tactical alerts due to civil unrest. The 
Hams were also lauded for their work 
during the massive wildfires that plagued 
the region last fall. 

In expressing support to the volun- 
teers, a proclamation was issued. It said 
in part that together, local Ham Radio 
operators provided 7,986 hours of ser- 
vice to the agencies, and that the service 
provided by the Carson Station Disaster 
Communications Service volunteers has 
so far saved the taxpayers of Los Angeles 
County almost $320,000. 

The Carson Station Disaster Commu- 
nications Service is a volunteers group 
of Radio Amateurs who volunteer to 
provide communication links in the 
event that more traditional communica- 
tion systems are disabled due to natural 
or manmade disasters. In addition to 
the 27 radio amateurs, 13 deputies, a 
firefighter, two station volunteers and 
two citizens were also recognized at the 
presentation event. 

_ — ARNewsline from LA Sheriff's 


Press Reléase | 
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Cycle 24 and Bey ond 


ith the first new sunspot of 
Cycle 24 occurring on 04 
January, we’re in a waiting 


mode for Cycle 24 to ramp up. Over the | 


past several years there have been many 
predictions from the scientific commu- 
nity for Cycle 24. My count shows more 
than 30, and they range from a very low 
cycle to a very high cycle. 

In early 2007 scientists tried to agree 
on a single consensus for the magnitude 
of Cycle 24, but they couldn’t. So we 
have two “official” predictions for Cycle 
24. Figure 1 shows these two predictions, 
along with where we presently are. 

The left half of Figure 1 is the declining 
phase of Cycle 23 in terms of the monthly 
mean sunspot number (the spiky curve 
with data points) and the smoothed sun- 
spot number (the smooth curve). 

The good news is it can’t get any worse 
than where we are right now — unless 
the solar minimum period extends 
out for a couple years. Scientists don’t 
believe that is likely, but it has happened 
with previous cycles. 

The right half of Figure 1 has the two 
_ predictions that appear to be most likely 
for Cycle 24. The big one would be an 
above average cycle, and it will reach 
a smoothed sunspot number of 140 in 
late 2011. The smaller one is a slightly 
smaller than average cycle, and it reaches 
a smoothed sunspot number of 90 in 
mid 2012. 

Now Old Sol will do what he wants to, 
and not necessarily follow either of the 
two predictions above. Regardless of this 
comment, we are likely to have a good 
idea of where Cycle 24 is headed in early 
2009 based on its rate of ascent. 

Assuming one of these two predic- 
tions comes true (and not something in 
between or significantly higher or lower), 
we can estimate when consistent F2 
region propagation on the higher bands 
is likely to return. This can be done 
using contest scores to determine the 
smoothed sunspot numbers when propa- 
gation significantly picks up on 15M and 
10M. Based on the ARRL International 
DX contest results, a smoothed sunspot 
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Figure 1 — Where We Are and Cycle 24 Predictions. 


number of about 40 is needed for 15M, 
and about 60 is needed on 10M. 

This analysis says 15M should return 
in early 2009 and 10M should return 
in late 2009 if the larger than average 
prediction comes true. If the slightly 


smaller than average prediction comes’ 


true, ISM won’t return until late 2009 
and 10M won’t return until late 2010. 
Interpolation of these results can be 
done for 12M. 

The bottom line is we are likely to have 
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at least another year before we see any 
significant improvement on the higher 
bands. While you’re waiting, there are 
many things to do. You can get on the low 
bands to increase your DXCC, WAZ, or 
WAS totals. If that’s not your cup of tea, 


_ you can start planning improvements to 


your higher band antennas to take advan- - 
tage of Cycle 24. This latter suggestion 
might be a very prudent thing to do, as 
the outlook for Cycle 25 and beyond is not 
good. In other words, Cycle 24 may be the 
last big one for several decades. 

That last sentence is pretty radical. 
What’s it based on? It’s based on his- 


torical data. Although we-don’t have 


good sunspot number data prior to the ~ 
early 1700s, we have proxies for solar 
activity. Those proxies are cosmogenic — 
nuclides. The most common nuclides are. 
carbon-14 in tree rings and beryllium-10 
in ice cores. These nuclides are lowest 
when solar activity is intense and highest _ 
when solar activity is weak. 

The following plot is from Miyahara 
et al (Variation of solar cyclicity during 
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Figure 2 — Historical Periods of Low Solar Activity. 


the Spoerer Minimum, Journal of Geo- 
physical Research, Vol 111, A03103, 
March 2006). It plots the change in 
carbon-14 back to 800 AD. 

Note the period of high concentration 
of carbon-14 (corresponding to a period 
of low solar activity) labeled the Dalton 
Minimum. The Dalton Minimum is 
comprised of Cycles 5,-6, and 7 (from 
about 1798 to 1893). There’s another 
period of low solar activity right after 
it, and it was comprised of Cycles 12 
through 16 (from about 1878 to 1933). 
‘The huge decrease in carbon-14 in 
the mid 1900s corresponds to Cycle 
19 through Cycle 22 — we have lived 
through the highest solar activity of all 
twenty three solar cycles. 

As can be seen in Figure 2, there have 
been other extended periods of low solar 
activity — and on a somewhat regular 
basis. The one that we’ve most likely heard 
of is the Maunder Minimum from about 
1645 to 1715. Of all the data on the plot, the 
Maunder Minimum appears to have been 
the period with the lowest solar activity 
(since the carbon-14 data is highest). 

The data in Figure 2 strongly sug- 
gests that we are on the verge of another 
-. extended period of low solar activity. 
When will it start? I believe the con- 
sensus among scientists will be Cycle 
25. That’s why I said earlier it might 
be advantageous to hit Cycle 24 hard if 
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you're a higher band enthusiast — you 

- may not see much for several solar cycles 
thereafter. As for how low the activity 
will be, that’s anybody’s guess. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227-Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e-mail 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. Ai 
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“An antenna tuner, or really an 

antenna coupler, is designed to con- 
vert whatever impedance exists at the 
feed point of your antenna to 50 ohms 
to match the coaxial cable attached to 
your transceiver.” 

Krusty Olde Kurt is disturbed but not 
surprised to find that there are still those 
who dislike the appellation antenna tuner 
because “as is well known, your tuner 
does. not actually tune your antenna. 
It should be called an antenna coupler 
because what it does is transform the 
impedance at the end of your feedline 
to 50 ohms for your transmitter.” 

It is true that your tuner does match 
your transceiver coax to your feedline 
impedance. BUT, at the same time it 
also tunes your antenna to resonance. 
Walt Maxwell, W2DU, explained this 


L a recent OST article Kurt read 


over a quarter-century ago in a series: 


of QST articles. He said “The antenna 
tuner really does tune the antenna to 
resonance, in spite of opinions to the 


contrary of those who are unaware of . 


the principles of conjugate matching. 
The tuner obtains a match, by which 
all reactances throughout the antenna 
system are canceled, including that of 
the off-resonant antenna.” 

The conjugate matching principle 
is all well and good but Kurt likes to 
illustrate the application of the principle 
with a simple example. The example is 
so simple that it is amazing that there are 
still those out there that do not believe. 

Kurt’s simple example is an 80-Meter 
dipole operating off its resonant fre- 
quency. The antenna is a little lower 
to the ground than we would like so 
its impedance at resonance is 50 ohms 
instead of the usual 75 ohms. At our 
off-resonant frequency it appears as 50 
ohms resistive with 150 ohms capacitive 
reactance. We are going to connect this 
antenna to our antenna tuner through a 
one-wavelength coaxial cable. As you 
remember, a full-wave transmission line 
repeats at the other end exactly what it 
sees at the antenna. 

So now our tuner sees 50 ohms resis- 
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tive and 150 ohms capacitive reactance. 
The SWR on the 50-ohm cable going to 
our transmitter will be something other 
than 1:1. So we tune our tuner until we 
see 1:1 exactly. To get that 1:1 reading 
the tuner has to exactly match the trans- 
mission line going to our antenna. To do 
this it presents 50 ohms resistive and 150 
ohms inductive to the transmission line. 


The 150 ohms inductive exactly cancels’ 


the transmission line's 150 ohms capaci- 
tive reactance and the 50 ohms resistive 
matches the line’s 50 ohms. 

‘ Now let’s look at the transmission line 
going the other direction. At the tuner 
end it sees 50 ohms resistive and 150 
ohms inductive. And, since it is a full- 
wave long, it repeats this at the antenna 
end. So we see that the 50 ohms resis- 
tive matches the antenna’s 50 ohms and 
the 150 ohms inductive exactly cancels 
the antenna’s 150 ohms capacitive. Our 
antenna tuner has tuned the antenna to 
resonance at this new frequency. 

In this example Kurt: assumed a 
perfect transmission line with no loss. 


In the real world all transmission lines © 


have some loss. And when there is loss 
the tuning of the antenna is not perfect 
because a lossy full-wave cable does not 
repeat exactly at one end what it sees 
at the other end. So the antenna gets 
tuned but not exactly. The bigger the 
loss the worse the tuning. This is the 
same effect that makes the SWR lower 
at the transmitter end than it is at the 
antenna when there is loss in the cable. 
This not a serious problem because all 
of us try to keep our cable loss as low 
as we can by using the best cable we 
can afford. 

Your cable is not likely to be an exact 
full-wave long so the simple calcula- 
tion above will not work. It used to 
be difficult to do this with other cable 
lengths. The Smith chart was the easi- 
est but did require knowledge of how 
it worked. But now we have a simple 


way to calculate the impedance seen - 


at one end of a transmission line with 
any known load at the other end. This is 
any one of several computer programs 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


set up just for the purpose. They also | 


allow the use of many different real- 
world cables. One of these programs _ 
comes on the disc that accompanies the 
Antenna Book, and is called TLA. Kurt 
recommends it. ! 


Cable SWR 


Some careful readers of Krusty Olde’ — 
Kurt's column have doubted his expla- 
nation of the antenna tuner tuning the 
antenna by asking “If the tuner tunes 
my antenna then why doesn't the SWR 
on my coaxial cable change at all. If the 
antenna is tuned the SWR should be 


1:1. But it doesn't change at all.” This 


is a very good question and the answer 
is not immediately obvious. So Kurt - 
will explain. ) 

One way to get 1:1 SWR is to tune 
the antenna right at the antenna. In the 
case of the antenna described above 
this would mean adding a 150-ohm 
inductive reactance across the antenna. 
Then the transmission line would see 50 
ohms resistive and zero reactance. SWR - 
would be 1:1. 

But look at what the added induc- 
tor sees. It sees the antenna with its 
50-ohm resistive and 150-ohm capaci- 


~ tive reactance. If now we eliminate the ° 


inductor and connect the transmission 
line directly to the antenna what does 
the transmission line see? It sees the 
same 50 ohms resistive and 150-ohm 
capacitive reactance. So its SWR WE 
not be 1:1. . 
Now we tune our tuner and produce an 
inductive reactance of 150 ohms at the 
antenna end of the transmission line. The 
antenna is now tuned. But the transmis- 
sion line, which now is our inductor, sees 
the same antenna, as did the inductor that 
was across the antenna before. That’s 
why the SWR on the transmission does 
not change when we tune the antenna 
from the transmitter end. ‘hag 
— Have a question for the Krusty one? 
Send it to WorldRadio, 2/20 28th St., 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we’ll get it 
to Kurt. ® 
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ALABAMA 


Birmingham Amateur Radio Club Birming- 
HAM fest and Alabama State Convention will be 
held 03-04 May 2008, Sat, 9 a.m. — 5 p.m., Sun. 9 
a.m. — 3 p.m., at the Zamora Shrine Temple, 3521 
Ratliff Rd., Birmingham, AL, located off 1-459 and 
1-20. Admission $5 covers both days. Free parking, 
forums, flea market, food, fellowship, and fun. VE 
testing sessions 9 a.m. both days. Talk-in 146.88. 
For more information or to reserve vendor space: 
birminghamfest@bellsouth.net 


CALIFORNIA 


Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club, 
W6AJF, Hamfest will be held 03 May 2008, 8 a:m. 
— Noon, at the Sonoma Valley Veterans’ Memorial 
Building, 126 First Street West, Sonoma, CA, one 
block north of the central Sonoma Plaza. Admission 
free and Hams are encouraged to bring the entire 
family. Historic Sonoma Mission, park, shops, and 
restaurants a short walk.away. VE testing session, 
demonstrations, radio and electronics swap meet 
with indoor and outdoor spaces available. Set-up 7 
a.m., spaces $10. Breakfast, $6, served 8 a.m. — 10 
a.m. Talk-in 145.35 —600 PL 88.5. Contact Darrel 
Jones, WD6BOR; 707/996-4494; wd6bor@vom. 


com, www.vomarc.org 
e 


North Hills Radio Club Hamfest will be 
held 18 May 2008, 7 a.m. — Noon, at Bella Vista 
High School, 8301 Madison Ave., Fair Oaks, CA. 
Talk-in K6IS, 145.190 (-) PL 162.2. Free parking, 
spaces $20 for two spaces, food and beverages. 
Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; 916/726-1673; 
www.k6is.org 


ILLINOIS 


Egyptian Radio Club 2-Meter, Antenna Shoot- 
Out will be held 04 May 2008 (11 May if it rains) at 
Pleasant Ridge Park in Fairview Heights, IL. It’s a 
homebrew antenna contest. You get points for how 
well it works transmitting and how goofy it looks. 
$5 entry fee and the winner gets half the entry fees. 
Potluck lunch, so bring the whole family. Contact 
Frank Shears, K7RMJ, cuban9@charter.net; www. 
w9aiu.org 


KENTUCKY 


Hopkins County Amateur Radio Association 
Hamfest will be held 03 May 2008, 8 a.m. — 12 p.m., 
at the Emergency Management Building, 130 N. 
Franklin St., Madisonville, KY. Admission free and 
no fee to set-up. Talk-in 146.610 —600. Contact Mike 
Walker, KI4UBL, 270/821-5998 (home); ki4ubl@ 
yahoo.com; www.wh4jro.net 


HamCall™ CD-ROM 


The HamCall CD-ROM contains over 1,800,000 US and 
world wide callsigns, all on one CD-ROM. 

We produce a new HamCall CD 

every month! This means that 

whenever you buy HamCall, you won't 

be buying a CD that's out-of-date! You 

also get a HamCall.NET password that 


will let you download 6 FREE monthly 

updates via the Internet. 800 technical help. We 

won't let you fail. Your satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. 


PSUCKMASTER 


http://hamcall.net/haminfo.html 
800-282-5628 
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MARYLAND-DC 


Antietam Radio Association Club Hamfest 
will be held 04 May 2008, 6 a.m. — 1 p.m., at the 
Washington County Agriculture Center, Route 65 
South Sharpsburg Pike, I-70 Exit 29A South, south 
of Hagerstown, MD. Admission $5. Seller $10 per 
6-foot inside table, $5 covered tailgating. Talk-in 
147.09+. Free parking rain or shine, all weather pro- 
tected tailgating, VE exam, and equipment auction. 
Contact Karin Christensen, KB3GFYV; 301/432-2358; 
dilbert@wildblue.net; www.w3cwc.org 


MICHIGAN 


Wexaukee Amateur Radio Club Cadillac Swap 
will be held 03 May 2008 at the Cadillac Junior High 
School, 500 Chestnut St., Cadillac, MI. Admission 
$5. Tables $10. Talk-in 146.98 (no PL). Commercial 
vendors and VE testing session. Contact Alton 
McConnmell; 231/867-3774; nu&81@yahoo.com or 
Wexaukee ARC, P.O. Box 163, Cadillac, MI 49601. 


MISSOURI 


Ozark Hillbilly Portable Operations Team 
Strange Antenna Challenge, K@S, will be held 
24-26 May 2008, in Springfield, MO. Our antennas 
are not permitted to be constructed of wire or metal 
pipe. Past antennas included such items as metal 
folding chairs, chicken wire fences, trampolines, 
ladders, and trucks. We intend to remain in the 
general class portion of all bands used. In the past, 
we have spent the most time on 20- or 40-Meters. 


Non- K@S stations may use any antenna they wish. 
Those willing to observe a few simple rules of con- 


duct and who are willing to send logs and images - — 


of their “Strange Antennas” to NOEW may run a 
K@S “satellite” station (see our website for details). 
Additional information and updates may be found at 
www.n0ew.org/k0s 


OREGON 


Oregon Tualatin Valley Amateur Radio 
Club Northwestern Division ARRL Convention, 
SEA-PAC, will be held 30 May — 01 Jun 2008, at 
the Seaside Convention Center in Seaside, OR. Co- 
sponsors include Clark County Amateur Radio Club, 
Hoodview Amateur Radio Club, and Sunset Empire 
Amateur Radio Club. Heil Sound workshop 30 May. 
Seminars, commercial exhibits, flea market tables, 
Special Interest meetings, VE testing, and much 
more. General and flea market information, contact 
Will Sheffield, N7THL; 503/642-7314; n7thl@arrl. 
net. Exhibitor information, contact Al Berg, W7SIC; 
503/816-7098; w7sic@pocketmail.com 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Jackson County Amateur Radio Club Hamfest 
will be held 04 May 2008, 8 a.m. — 2 p.m., at the 
Ripley Middle School, Klondyke Rd., Ripley, WV. 
Admission $5. Tables $5 each. Vendor set-up 7 a.m. 
VE testing 10 a.m. Talk-in 146.67 (102.7 Hz). Contact 
Roy Moore, KB8ZSG, 25 Daniels Run Rd., Spencer, 


~ WV 25276; 304/927-4412; kb8zsg@charter.net 


Whitefish Point Bird Observatory 


Lake Effect Amateur Radio Club will operate 
Special Event Station W8B 02-04 May 2008, 2100Z 
Fri — 2100Z Sun. to celebrate the Spring Raptor and 
Waterfowl Migration at the Whitefish Point Bird 
Observatory in Paradise, MI. Frequencies: 7.050, 
7.070, 7.180, 14.340, and 146.64. QSL or Certificate 
with $1 and SASE to Lake Effect ARC, W8B, 36 
Southfork St., Marquette, MI 49855. For Ops, visit: 
www.lakeeffectarc.info/w8b.htm 


Armed Forced Day 


DuPage Amateur Radio Club will operate Special 
Event Station W9DUP 17 May 2008, 1400 — 2000 


UTC, to commemorate Armed Forces Day from Vet- , 


erans Memorial Parkin Westmont, IL.-Frequencies: 


7.250, 14.290, 28.400 SSB, 7.050, 14.050 CW, 145.43 
—600 3885 AM. LSASE for certificate to DuPage 
ARC, P.O. Box 71, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. 


Memorial Day 


Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club and USS Kidd 
Amateur Radio club will operate Special Event 
Station WSKID 26 May 2008, 9 a.m. — 4:45 p.m. 
Central Time, on the USS Kidd in Baton Rouge, 
LA to commemorate Memorial Day. Time may be 
extended depending on the visiting schedule for the — 
ship. SSB Frequencies: 15, 20, and 40 Meters inside 
the General band and above RTTY sub band. CW 
Frequencies: QRP sub bands. 20 Meters will be the . 
principal band. QSL and SASE (size 10 or larger) 
to WSKID via 305 S. River Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 
70802; www.lsu.edu/brarc/uss_kidd.htm 


THE SMILEY ANTENNA CO. 


THE HAND TUNED PERFORMANCE SYSTEM 
FEATURING PORTABLE RADIO SIMULATION TUNING 


Electrical 
Maximum Powe?......00+. 50 Watt 
Frequency Range 118-932 MHz 
Impedence Matched to the Portable 
Specialized Tuning Available 


Mechanical 
Coating Material............ A. Dipped in Synthetic Rubber to Seal 
and Webb Coil, Preventing Distortion 
B. 1. PVC Covering 
2. Mil-Spec MPQ-2000, a Solvent 
and Acid Resistant Covering. 


Radiating Elernent.............. A. Holical Wound Hardened Steel Wire, 
Copper Plated for Lower Resistance 
and Higher Velocity 

. 125 dia High Carbon Steel, Bias 
Wound Flexible Shaft Core-Plated 


*SMA's & etc. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Available from 
136-174 MHz 


QS ae 


“Quality Through — 
Technology” 


ae 


Available from 
210-250 MHz 


Available from 
440-470 MHz 


www.htantennas.com e 1-800-527-5439 FAX: 619-579-8598 - 


As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
_ by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


City Date 
Alabama 
Birmingham first Sun 
Arizona 
Mesa third Monday 
Arkansas 
Harrison second Sat 
California 
Chula Vista fourth Sat 
Fresno 5/17/08 - 
Lake Isabella second Sat 
Lorna Linda 5/08/08 
Long Beach third Sat: 
Manteca/Tracy fourth Sat 
Napa 5/11/08 
Redwood City 5/17/08 
Sacramento Hotline! 
San Pedro fourth Sun ° 
San Pedro second Sun 
Santa Rosa Hotline! 
Sebastopol | | Hotline! 
Stockton 5/17/08 
Sunnyvale 5/10/08 
Colorado 
Louisville first Thurs 
Florida 
Melbourne first Sat © 
North Port Call 
St. Pete Call!! 
St. Petersburg Call!! 
Georgia 
Warner Robins — second Thurs 
Hawaii 
Oahu TBD Call 
illinois 
Bolingbrook third Sat 
Burr Ridge Anyday! 
Oak Forest "5/10/08 
Roselle second Tues 
' Indiana 2 
South Bend third Mon 
lowa 
Benton County fourth Thurs 
Des Moines §/18/08 
Vinton 5/22/08 
Vinton third Thurs 
Kansas 
Salina. second Wed 
Massachusetts | 
Brookline second Mon 
Chelmsford second Wed 
Framingham second Wed 
Gloucester _ second Sun 


—kT—a—aX—* "soe 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone 
number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring 
their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 


p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
p/r=pre-register only —no w/i 


Contact Notes 


Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com 
Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net wi/i 


Tom, KCSGNS, 870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 


Tuck, NZ6T, nz6t@arrl.org 


Charles, W6DPD, 559/431-2038 wii pref. 
Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 p/t or w/i 
Samuel C Eller, 

909/796-2996, ad6ue @arrl.net wii 
Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r 


David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, nSdfl@arrl.net’ p/r 


Rich, KO6FR, 707/252-6276 w/i'pref. 
Al, WB6IMX, WB6IMX@worldnet.attnet wii ° 
’ 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 
Bill, W6AJ @arrl.net or 
Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/r 


Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or : 
Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/r 


Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i OK 
Recording, 707/579-9608 — 

Mike Zane, N6ZW, 

209/369-0859, n6zw @arrl.net p/r pref. 
Godron, W6NW, sv@amateur-radio.org, 
www.amateur-radio.org wii 


Phil, ABOJR, ABOJR@yahoo.com or Ellie; NOQCX 


on the BARC repeater on 146.70(-) wii 
John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/674-9022 — wii ok 
Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. 
Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 wii pref. 
Connie, K4TBZ, 

727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com wii pref. 
Mike Besemer, WM4B, cgarc@cox.net, 
http://members.cox.net/cgarc/index.htm wii 

Lee, KH6BZF 808/247-0587; 808/551-3494; 

leewical @aol.com p/r 
Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok 
Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, 

630/986-0061 — - p/r 

Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, 

708/687-5057, aa9bv @amsat.org p/r pref. 
Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 

630/894-0708, w9sfb@aol.com p/r 
Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 

Al Hammond, K@HWE, 

319/446-7570, kOhwe @inav.net p/r pref. 
Dan Miller, KC@FRL, home 515/285-7981, 

cell 515/491-0186, kcOfrl@arrl.net - wii OK 
Al Hammond, 

kOhwe @inav.net, 319/446-7570 p/r pref. 
Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 p/r pref. 
Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, 

n0obm @arrl.net, 785/823-6560 wii or p/r 
Dick Doherty, KA1TUZ, 617/527-2968, 
kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i OK 
Bruce, wllus@att.net wii 

Jim, WIEQW, 

508-435-6487, testing @fara.org p/t 


Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 


City Date 
Michigan 

Prescott third Wed 
Minnesota 

Apple Valley second Thurs 
Mississippi 

Gulfport first Sat 
Nevada 

Minden 5/17/08 


New Jersey 


Cranford 5/10/08 
Roselle 5/24/08 
Winslow fourth Tues 
New York 


North Lindenhurst 5/25/08 


Yonkers 5/04/08 
Ohio 

Cincinnati first Sat 
Independence 5/11/08 
Sandusky 5/20/08 
Oregon 

Astoria Call!! 
Bend Wedensdays 
Lincoln City first Sat 
McMinnville Call!! 
Sisters Call! 
Tigard Call! 
Pennsylvania 

Erie second Sat 
Erie third Sat 
Lansdale $/06/08 
Nazareth first Thurs 


Puerto Rico 
San Juan last Sat 


South Carolina 


w/i=walk-in only 
w/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


Notes 


Contact 

Dale. 989/873-6920, www.k8oar.com p/r pref. 
Jim, NOOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA @arrl.net p/r pref. 
Barry L. Wilhelm, WBSWB, 

228/374-3233, WB5WB @Cableone.net w/i OK 
George, WW7E, 

775/265-4278, ww7e@arrl.net wii 
Union Co. College; W20U, 732/801-4654 wii 


Gerry, AA2ZJ, 732/283-2795, aa2zj@arrl.net p/r pref. 
South Jersey Radio Association, Mark, K2AX, 
609/820-1523, jtra@comcast.net, www.sjra.org 


GSBARC, Walter Wenzel, KA2RGI, 
631/957-0218, ka2rgi@arrl.net 
YARC, Paul, AC2T, 914/237-5589, 


ac2v@yahoo.com, www.yarc.org w/i OK 


Dale, KC8HIL, 513/769-0789 
Gary, NI8Z, 216/642-8705, www.2CARS.org 
Luther Gantz, N8HC, é 


p/r pref 
w/i pref. 


- 419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net wii 
AATOA, 503/338-3333 pit 
Joe, K7SQ — 541/385-3152 p/r 
Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503/965-7575 w/i OK 
Mark, AC7ZQ, 503/843-3580 w/i OK 
Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 p/r 
John, KS@F 503/626-7399 p/r 
Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
www.wattsburg-wireless.us, 
wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us p/r pref. 
Wayne, WA3HIJC, 
814/739-2094, wa3hjc@yahoo.com p/r 
Olaf N. Markert, 
610/517-5074, w3pa@arrl.net p/r 
George Wieland, 610/264-0888, 
george @biosery.com, www.dlarc.org p/r pref. 
Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl @prarl.org wii 
Goose Creek 5/21/08 Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 
‘ ae4rj @amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org p/r 
‘Texas 
Nacogdoches third Wed Nacogdoches ARC, Army Curtis, AESP, 
aeSp@arrl.net, 936/560-4997 wii 
Virginia 
Alexandria second Sat John, WZ4A, wz4a@arrl.net, 703-971-3905 wi/i 
Washington 
Everett fourth Sat 
Vancouver Hotline! 
Wisconsin 
Madison first Sat 
Racine first Sat 
Sheboygan 5/20/08 
Tomahawk last Sat 


Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, loren_kk7m@msn.com, 
www.wa7law.com or Gary Whitanger, W7MGG, 


425/745-4621, w7mgg@msn.com p/r or w/i OK 
CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w7aia.org w/i OK 
Carolyn, NQ9A, 

608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net wii 

Robert, WOWLN 262/886-8551” wii pref. 


Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net or 
Mike Gottsacker, KD9TZ, 920/565-2672, 


mgottsac@excel.net p/r pref. 
Terry, KB9AUP, 
715/453-4633, dcollins@newnorth.net wii OK 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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WorldRadio Mart 
Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address onall ads so prospective clients can 
contact you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: 
(VS, MC,AmEx) Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S.and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tpllrs@patmedia. 
net. 508-1108 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
‘IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 0508 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals; newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 108-209 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; eae ue, 
com. FOO 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST!/73 
magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, CA 
* 93535-1802. FOO 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiv- 
ing, military obsolete...all types. Large inven- 
tory. Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, 
P.O. Box 822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 
360/896-8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; 
e-mail: daily@worldaccessnet.com; website: 


www.dailyelectronics.net. 807-808 


LOOKING GREAT ON THE WALL behind 


‘your equipment. SHERYL WYATT, P.O. Box 


84, Tyler, MN. 56178; www.hamradioprints. 
com. 807-808 


SMART BATTERY CHARGERS: 5A model 


for larger deep cycle down to 1/4A model 


for smaller QRP lead acid batteries, www.a- 
aengineering.com. A & A ENGINEERING, 
2521 W. LaPalma, Unit K, Anaheim, CA 92801; 
714/952-2114. 2-808 


FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE, 

GOOD STUFF. See our website: www.GNARC., 

org. Greater Norwalk Amateur Radio Club 
108-109 


TWIN MINIATURE PADDLE KEYS: Same 
size, feel and price: 1"x1.75"x1.25" high, operat- 
ing force 0.5 oz., $65+$5 shipping, either key. 
PK1 iambic, 1.6 0z; PK2 single lever, 2.2 oz. 
Very rugged, ideal for QRP & mobile. KM1 knee > 

mount available, only $14+$3 shipping. Send | 


. check, cash or M.O. to PADDLETTE CO., P.O. 
_ Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026; Bob, KI7VY, 


425/743-1429; bham379627@aol.com; www. 
paddlette.com 508-808 


DRAKE R-7: Serious collector wants to buy 

Drake R-7 or R-7a. PAT, KV@K, P.O. Box 1330, 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81602; 970/379-3363.. 
508. 


EMBROIDERED HAM RADIO. HATS: 
Name, call sign, QTH — $14.99. DAN L. 
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhododendron 
Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391; 800/862-1221; 
www.hotpresstshirts.com 508-509 


HAM RADIO QSL CARDS PRINTED, 
$28/500, ppd. Foreign, write for rate. Free 
sample. BOWMAN PRINTING, 743 Harvard, 
St. Louis, MO 63130-3135. 508 
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° + AERIALS Il, by Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 


a ewe eet 
S 5 


WB2AMU 


Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 
+ $3.00 s/h ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 
¢ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 


A labor of love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
_ explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $3.00 shipping 


and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP. air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 
¢ THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 


First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book - 
is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 
section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 


tax. 


e INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, W6NAZ 


Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A col- 
lection of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and 
heart-warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of 
someone who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham 
shack coffee table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $3.00 shipping and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air 


delivery.) CA residents add $.70 tax. 
\ 


Fuageatonenh wis Mas sedan ccepos 


EI WorldRadio 
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. Cd 


¢ WorldRadio ’?99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials II,” “Aerials IIT,” 
and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


¢ WorldRadio ’00 CD 

Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.’”” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
$1.93 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the. following 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 


. PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 


CA residents, $1.93 tax. 


Send me the following items: 


Aerials II 


Be TOVALPRICE (03 4 


erldRadio Books, etc. 


¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for Amateur Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 
KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 

¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 

~ “Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 

very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$3.00 shipping and handling. 
($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 

¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and Endo: 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 

¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


e What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes witha 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


¢ THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 


* sented in Bob’s own inim- 


itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 


¢ Guaranteed to make your 
beverage taste better! 


’ WorldRadio MUG is a 


cobalt blue 1l-oz. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio 2002-2004 
Covers 36 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $15.00 + $2.00 s/h. 

CA residents add $1.16 
tax. 


microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


¢ WorldRadio 2005-2006 
Covers 24 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $10.00 + $2.00 s/h. | 
CA residents add $.78 tax. 


eeccccccceccece Send your order to coccccccceccce 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 
CIVISA CiMasterCard 


C1American Express 


Account Number, Expiration Date 


Signature 


‘Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


S 2008 Amateur Radio Newsline Young Ham Of the Year Avard Nominations 


f you know a young Radio Amateur age 
18 or younger who has done something 
very special in the Amateur Radio field, 
. this is the time to consider nominating 
him or her for the 2008 Amateur Radio 


Newsline Young Ham of the Year Award. 


The Young Ham of the Year Award is 
presented annually to a licensed radio 
amateur (Ham) who is 18 years of age 
or younger, is a resident of the 50 United 
States, Canada provinces or Puerto 
Rico, and who has provided outstanding 
service to the nation, the community or 
the betterment of the state of the art in 
communications through the Amateur 
Radio hobby/service. All nominations 


must be received by 30 May 2008 on an 


official application and accompanied by 
verification materials. Applications forms 
are available for a self-addressed stamped 
envelope mailed to: The Young Ham of 
the Year Award, c/o Newsline, 28197 
Robin Ave., Santa Clarita, CA 91350. The 
nominating applications are also available 
for electronic download or on-line submis- 
sion from our special award website at: 
www.yhoty.org. 

Here are some of the things you should 
be thinking about it in a nominee. First off, 
as noted above, the nominee must be age 


(USPS 947000) 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818-9490 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


18 or younger and a resident of the United 
States, Canada or Puerto Rico. He or she 
must hold a valid Amateur Radio service 
license issued by the United States FCC 
or Canadian telecommunications regula- 
tor, Industry Canada. Also, your nominee 
should be someone who has done some- 
thing outstanding as an Amateur Radio 
operator. Perhaps it was something special 
he or she did for his community through 
the Amateur Radio service. Maybe it was 
some outstanding achievement that led 
to an improvement in Amateur Radio in 
his or her area. Or perhaps he or she was 
successful in recruiting a lot of new Hams. 
Whatever it was or is, we want to hear 
about it. If you’re looking at what makes 
a good candidate, we suggest you check 
out our special Young Ham of the Year 
website at www.yhoty.org and look at the 
credentials of past award winners. 
Printable nominating forms and an on- 
line click-to-send form are available at 


_ www.yhoty.org. It’s very important that 


you, as a nominator, fill out the on-line or 
downloadable and printable application 
as required. If you’re sending it by way 
of the regular-mail, please make sure it 
reaches us at Amateur Radio Newsline 
by 30 May 2008. That’s the deadline for 


rldRadio 


all applications. In addition, we need as 
much documentation as you can give us 
so the committee can carefully evalu- 
ate each nominee. When we say docu- 
mentation; we are talking about letters, 


e-mails, magazine articles, videos and 


other kinds of endorsements that would 
accompany the application. In the past, 
we’ve even had photos e-mailed in with 
some of the applications. ° 

As in years past, the 2008 Young Ham 
of the Year will receive an expense paid 
trip to the Huntsville Hamfest in Alabama 
and a gift of Amateur Radio gear compli- 
ments of Vertex-Standard Corporation. 


- Those: are the folks who manufacture 


the famed Yaesu line of Ham Radio gear. 
And from our other primary corporate 
sponsor, CO Magazine, the winner gets 
a week at Spacecamp Huntsville, where 
he or she can learn firsthand about man’s 
conquest of the final frontier. 

But none of this can happen without 
you. Now is the time to get on line, go to” 
www.yhoty.org and fill out that on-line 
nominating form or download a nomi- 
nating form, print it and send it in. Either 
way, you and some worthy a Ham 
will be glad that you did. 

— ARNewsline 
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